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Table 1. List of former districts, territorial area and shape of which are identical with the territorial area
and shape of the sum of n-number (n = 2-5) of the present districts

Districts in the years | Current districts (1996-?) and their abbreviations
1960-1996
Trnava Trnava Piestany Hlohovec
(TT) (PN) (HC)
Nitra Nitra Zlaté Moravce
(NR) (ZM)
Topol%any Topol'tany Partizanske Bénovce nad
(TO) (PE) Bebravou
(BN)
PovazZska Bystrica Povazska Ilava Pachov
Bystrica (IL) (PU)
(PB)
Zilina Zilina Bytéa
(ZA) (BY)
Cadca Cadca Kysucké Nové
(CA) Mesto
(KM)
Martin Martin Turéianske
(MT) Teplice
(TR)
Dolny Kubin Dolny Kubin Némestovo Tvrdo3in
(DK) (NO) (TS)
Ziar nad Hronom Ziar nad Hronom | Zarnovica Bansk4 Stiavnica
(ZH) (ZC) (BS)
Banska Bystrica Banské Bystrica | Brezno
(BB) (BR)
Liptovsky Mikula3 Liptovsky RuZomberok
Mikula (RK)
(LM)
Predov Prelov Sabinov
(PO) (SB)
Poprad Poprad KeZmarok
(PP) (KK)
Spidska Nova Ves Spi§sk&  Nova | Gelnica Levoca
Ves (GL) (LE)
(SN)
Bratislava - mesto Bratislava I Bratislava 11 Bratislava III Bratislava IV Bratislava V
(B1) (B2) (B3) (B4) (BS)
Kofdice - mesto Kojice | Kosice 11 Kogsice 111 Kosice IV
(KI) (K2) (K3) (K4)
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Table 2.

Effect of administrative division on changes of district unemployment rates, 1997-2001

District Average monthly Difference Average rate of Difference Stability of the rate
number of {max.-min.) unemployment (max.-min.) of unemployment
unemployed in the | monthly number | in the years monthly rate of in the years
years 1997-2001 of unemployed 1997-2001 unemployment in 1997-2001

in the years the years 1997-2001 | expressed by
1997-2001 standard deviation

Hiohovec 2960 1896 12,63 7,84 2,42

Pie3t'any 2996 1854 9,42 5,53 1,72

Trnava 7772 3497 11,97 5,44 1,88

Trnava 13728 7058 11,43 5,73 1,91

Banovce nad 3163 2372 16,48 11,76 3,66

Bebravou

Partizanske 4698 3257 18,89 11,74 2,93

Topol'¢any 6161 3630 16,52 9,15 2,72

Topol&any 14022 8530 17,24 9,78 2,92

Cadca 7498 5562 17,74 11,98 3,43

Kysucké Nové 3253 2134 20,67 12,35 3,52

Mesto

Cadca 10751 7673 18,53 12,03 3,42

Byt&a 2163 1682 13,88 10,52 2,83

Zilina 10341 7363 12,91 8,65 2,86

Zilina 12504 8755 13,07 8,54 2,82

Liptovsky 4429 3089 11,70 8,30 2,38

Mikulas

RuZomberok 4569 3108 14,69 9,67 2,96

L.Mikula} 8998 5821 13,05 8,39 2,64

Banska Bystrica |4916 3372 8,96 6,89 2,27

Brezno 6943 4691 19,31 13,26 3,93

B.Bystrica 11859 7805 13,05 9,26 2,91

Martin 7710 4956 14,77 9,00 2,98

Turéianske 1233 1152 14,00 12,18 3,66

Teplice -

Martin 8943 5849 14,66 9,09 3,04

Ilava 2465 1063 8,15 3,66 0,90

PovaZska Bystrica | 4508 3374 13,56 9,54 2,85

Pichov 2562 1747 11,27 7,32 2,08

P.Bystrica 9535 5495 11,07 6,20 1,87

Nitra 11660 6319 15,04 8,96 2,80

Zlaté Moravce 4238 3874 19,69 17,41 4,94

Nitra 15898 9982 16,06 10,62 3,26

Dolny Kubin 3469 2511 19,41 13,40 4,02

Namestovo 4684 3042 19,01 11,60 3,07
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Tvrdodin

2860

1875 18,40 12,02 3,35
Dolny Kubin 11012 6944 18,97 11,47 3,23
Banska Stiavnica | 1369 855 17,21 11,24 3,42
Zarnovica 2770 1876 20,59 13,25 4,44
Ziar nad Hronom | 3753 2491 16,60 11,39 4,03
Ziar n/Hronom 7892 5079 17,93 11,65 4,01
Presov 15083 8361 20,17 9,89 3,28
Sabinov 6435 3809 25,05 12,07 3,66
Predov 21521 12020 21,42 10,29 3,33
Kemarok 8307 4140 25,81 9,94 3,24
Poprad 9475 4609 18,71 7,45 2,35
Poprad 17782 8374 21,47 8,16 2,63
Gelnica 3463 2384 24,65 17,04 4,72
Levoda 3330 1747 23,12 11,83 3,58
Spisska Nova Ves | 10690 4942 24,99 11,68 3,53
Spisskd N. Ves 17482 9034 24,55 12,76 3,73
Kogice I 4591 2933 14,79 752 2,44
Kogice 11 5658 3702 14,57 8,81 2,87
Kogice I1I 3104 2312 19,10 14,47 4,55
Kogice IV 4448 2842 15,23 9,95 2,95
Ko3ice-mesto 17801 11596 15,42 9,42 2,98
Bratislava I 1133 828 5,90 5,48 1,75
Bratislava I1 3050 1683 4,96 2,43 0,72
Bratislava I11 1317 1132 5,02 4,56 1,18
Bratislava IV 2103 1185 4,06 2,43 0,70
Bratislava V 4501 3245 5,20 3,89 1,04
Bratislava-mesto | 12104 6997 4,91 2,71 0,87
Slovensko 449691 241103 16,92 8,51 2,73
Legend:

Trnava, ..., Bratislava V = current districts
Trnava, ..., Bratislava-mesto = districts in the years 1960-1996

Source: Own calculations based on statistical data from National Labour Office of Slovak Republic.
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Fig.1. Statistical descriptions of spatial disaggregation:
case study of 16 former Slovak districts
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Fig. 1. The changes in the area of the public and the housing estate greenery in towns,
in the years 1995-2000
Source of data: Ochrona Srodowiska 2001 (Environmental protection 2001).
Informacje i opracowania statystyczne. GUS, Warszawa.
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Fig. 2. The changes in the surface area of urban greenery in the years 1995-2000
Source of data: Ochrona Srodowiska 2001 (Environmental protection 2001).
Informacje i opracowania statystyczne. GUS, Warszawa.
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Gross Domestic Product

Population in agglomeration

West Europe

Former socialist countries in Europe

Total commercial office space [million's sq m)

Number of poputation [milion's)

= 1070926017 S = 097768368
= 09492501 r = 083600015
s
T T
- 4 g .
i .i . . .
‘i § 3 . .
§ g
AR
)
a a .c " A o ) » 10
= o Total GOP [bilfon's euro)
$ = 44022020 $ = 087%02470
= 0.72407041 1= 0.49)0286)

-

.~

-

Total commercial office space [milion's sq m]

Number of population (million’s)

Fig. 2. Relations between the Gross Domestic Product in particular countries and the number of inhabitants in
the agglomerations vs. the commercial office space in Europe in 2001
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Table 1. Spatial distribution of the border crossings in the physico-geographical meso-regions'

Leg?ht To:rlgssts:):gr:er All'border crossings
Physico-geographical meso- | state |
regions border L L L L
in km P P P
1990 | 2002 1990 2002

Beskid Slaski 102 | 19 0 1 10,2 0 z 2 5,1
Beskid $laski / Beskid Zywiecki 0 0 0 0 - 0 - 1 -
Beskid Zywiecki 996 | 189 0 8 12,5 0 - 10 10
Kotlina Orawsko-Nowotarska 32,6 6,2 0 0 0,0 1 32,6 1 32,6
Pog. Spisko-Gubatowskie 10,4 2,0 0 0 0,0 0 - 1 10,4
Réw Podtatrzariski 1,4 0,3 0 0 0,0 0 - 0 0,0
Tatry Zachodnie 34,2 6,5 0 0 0,0 0 - 0 0,0
Tatry Wysokie 21,6 4.1 0 1 21,6 1 21,6 2 10,8
Pog. Spisko-Gubatowskie 36,6 6,9 0 1 36,6 0 - 1 36,6
Pog6rze / Pieniny 77| 15 0 1 7.7 0 4 2 39
Pieniny 239 4,5 0 3 8,0 0 - 3 8,0
Pieniny / Beskid. Sadecki 0 0 0 1 = B F 1 3
Beskid Sadecki 7M1 13,5 0 1 7M1 2 35,6 3 237
Beskid Niski 119,3 | 22,6 0 3 39,8 1 1193 5 239
Beskid Niski / Bieszczady Zach. A 0 0 0 0 - 0 - 1 -
Bieszczady Zachodnie 588 | 111 0 2 294 0 - 2 294
TOTAL 527,4 | 100,0 X 22 24,0 5| 1055 35 15,1

' physico-geographical regions defined after Kondracki (1994); L — number of border crossings,
P - distance in km per one border crossing; * — borders with the neighbouring meso-regions;

own elaboration

The tourist crossings are located within
Beskid Zywiecki Mts. mainly on the more
attractive peaks, such as Babia Mt., Pilsko, Wielka
Racza, and at the more important passes, leading to
the connection routes and the more interesting
locations on the territory of the neighbouring
country. The crossings were situated in Pieniny
Mts. at almost all the feasible points. Thus, on the
border segment between Sromowce Nizne and the
mountain pass Rozdziel, this segment having the
length of a bit more than 25 km, five tourist
crossings have been opened. This is equivalent to a
tourist pass every five kilometres, the density not
encountered on other segments of the border. In
addition, it was in Pieniny Mts. that the first of the
tourist crossings was established. Thus, already in
1996 the border crossing Szczawnica-Le$nica was
opened. Since the very first year of functioning this
crossing became one of the more important ones on
the Polish-Slovak border. This crossing made it
possible for the Polish tourists to walk along the so-
called Pieniny Road, which goes along the right
(Slovak) bank of the Dunajec river, through the

123

Pieniny gorge. On the other hand, the Slovak
tourists were given the chance to visit Szczawnica
and the Polish part of the range. It must be added
that the crossing serves also the inhabitants of the
border-adjacent areas, as the shortest walking road
between Szczawnica, Kroscienko and Lesnica.

Outside of the Beskid Zywiecki Mts. and
High Tatras the tourist crossings were usually
located in the relief lows — in the valleys and
mountain passes. This is especially visible in Low
Beskid and Western Bieszczady Mts., where all the
crossings are situated at the passes.

The fact that the lowest number of the
tourist border crossings was opened within the
Orawa-Nowy Targ Low is quite understandable.
This area is little attractive from the point of view
of tourism and is perceived as the region, in which
there is nothing worth a tourist’s attention. Perhaps
a joint action of the Polish and Slovak sides would
be capable of changing this groundless opinion.
This is, then, an important challenge for both sides
and the possibility of common taking of decisions
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Map 1. Tourist function values in the counties of the Polish-Slovak borderland
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Map 2. Mountain refuges in the physico-geographical meso-regions of the Polish-Slovak borderland
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Table 2. The administrative breakdown of Poland in 1970

No. | Voivodship Surface area in Population number
) thousand sq. km | Total (in '000) per 1 sq.km

1. | Capital city of Warsaw 0.45 1316 2936
2. | City of Cracov 0.23 589 2542
3. | City of L.6dz 0.21 763 3556
4. | City of Poznan 0.22 472 2139
5. | City of Wroclaw 0.23 526 2291
6. | Bialystok 23.2 1176 51
7. | Bydgoszcz 20.9 1914 92
8. | Gdansk 11.0 1469 133
9. | Katowice 9.5 3 701 387
10. { Kielce 19.5 1 890 97
11. | Koszalin 18.1 796 44
12. | Cracov 15.6 2183 142
13. | Lublin 24.8 1925 77
14. | L6dz 17.1 1 669 98
15. | Olsztyn 21.0 980 46
16. | Opole 9.5 1059 111
17. | Poznan 27.0 2193 82
18. | Rzeszow 18.6 1758 94
19. | Szczecin 12.7 899 70
20 | Warsaw 29.4 2518 86
21. | Wroctaw 19.1 1977 103
22.| Zielona Goéra 14.6 885 61
POLAND 312.6 32 658 104

Source: Historia Polski w liczbach (History of Poland in figures). Warszawa, 1993.

The radical reform of the administrative
division of the country was a very costly
undertaking. It required preparing 32 urban centers
to fulfilment of the role of voivodship capitals. The
majority of these newly promoted centers were
rather small towns of a marginal regional role. The
new province seats were assigned the areas which
had never before been gravitating functionally to
them. This made it necessary to bear high
investment costs on transport and communication
infrastructure. The administrative system which
emerged was functionally and spatially out of
balance. Large magnitude disproportions existed
not only among the voivodship centers, but also
among the provinces themselves. We can cite here
the following example: Katowice voivodship
(Upper Silesia) had some 4 million inhabitants,
while the voivodship of Chetm - only 250
thousand. Liquidation of the intermediate
administrative level constituted previously by
poviats (counties) resulted in the situation in which
too many commune level units belonged to one
province. This made impossible an effective
organization and forced to establish the so called
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district offices. They were becoming the actual new
county organs. The formally existing two-level
system was gradually turning into a three-level one.
This, however, was taking place in conditions of
overlapping competences of the particular levels of
the administrative authorities.

As years went by, after a lot of
infrastructural investment undertakings had been
successfully implemented, the system composed of
49 voivodship units was getting more and more
robust, in spite of its obvious shortcomings. The
new voivodship seats got a very significant
development impulse. The settlement system of
Poland was acquiring an increasingly polycentric
character. That is why the appearance ofi the
concept of reestablishing the three-tier system, as
well as the postulate of liquidating the majority of
the voivodship units encountered an opposition
from numerous local communities. There was a
perfect awareness that losing the rank of a
voivodship center by a town and acquisition of the
position of a county seat would mean a
downgrading, not just in terms of status.



Table 3. The administrative division of Poland in 1990

Surface area in

Population number

B R thousand sq. km | Total (in '000) | per 1 sq.km
1. | Capital city of Warsaw 3788 2421.6 639
2. | Biala Podlaska 5348 305.3 57
3. | Biatystok 10 055 692.8 69
4. | Bielsko-Biala 3 704 900.2 243
5. | Bydgoszcz 10 349 1110.8 107
6. | Chelm 3 866 247.2 64
7. | Ciechanow 6 362 428.4 67
8. | Czestochowa 6182 776.7 126
9. |Elblag 6 103 478.9 78

10. | Gdansk 7 394 1431 194

11. | Gorzéw 8484 500.7 59

12. | Jelenia Géra 4378 517.9 118

13. | Kalisz 6512 710.8 109

14. | Katowice 6 650 3988.8 600

15. | Kielce 9211 1126.7 122

16. | Konin 5139 469.2 91

17. | Koszalin 8 470 508.2 60

18. | Cracov 3254 1231.6 378

19. | Krosno 5702 495.0 87

20. | Legnica 4037 515.8 128

21. | Leszno 4154 386.8 93

22. | Lublin 6 792 1016.4 150

23. | Lomza 6 684 346.7 52

24.| Lodz 1523 1139.6 748

25. | Nowy Sacz 5576 697.9 125

26. | Olsztyn 12 327 753.0 61

27.| Opole 8 535 1018.6 119

28. | Ostroteka 6 498 397.3 61

29. | Pila 8 205 480.7 59

30. | Piotrkéw 6 266 642.6 103

31. | Plock 5117 516.4 101

32. | Poznan 8151 1334.1 164

33. | Przemysl 4437 406.8 92

34. | Radom 7 294 751.1 103

35. | Rzeszo6w 4397 723.7 165

36. | Siedlce 8 499 651.4 77

37. | Sieradz 4 869 408.2 84

38. | Skierniewice 3 960 419.3 106

39. | Stupsk 7 452 413.8 56

40. | Suwalki 10 490 470.6 45

41.| Szczecin 9981 972.1 97

42. | Tarnobrzeg 6 283 599.1 95

43. | Tarnéw 4151 670.3 161

44. | Torun 5348 659.1 123

45. | Walbrzych 4168 740.9 178

46. | Wioctawek 4 402 429.4 98

47. | Wroctaw 6287 1128.8 180

48. | Zamo$é 6 980 490.4 70

49. | Zielona Géra 8 868 660.0 74

POLAND 312 683 38 183.2 122

Source: Historia Polski w liczbach (History of Poland in figures). Warszawa, 1994.
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Yet, after the systemic and political
transformations which took place following 1990
further maintenance of the small and economically
weak voivodship units was becoming anachronic.
The issue was not only in ensuring a higher
effectiveness of spatial economy, the international
aspects started to play a role as well. Integration at
the level of regions within the framework of the
European Union required existence of strong and
large voivodship-type regions.

In the course of very sharp debates, which
exceeded the scholarly community, three variants

were proposed of the ultimate solution to the
problem, namely division into 12, 17 and 25
provinces, and the reestablishment of the
intermediate county level of about 300 such units.
Without going into the details of this violent
political debate concerning the number and
boundaries of voivodships, which lasted for a
couple of years, let us note that the final decision
was taken in 1998. The middle variant was
selected, according to which 16 voivodship units
were created (see Table 4).

Table 4. The administrative division of Poland in 1998

) . : Surface area in Population number
No:pVolveehip e thousand sq. km Total (in ?000) per 1 sq.km
1. | Dolnoslaskie Wroclaw 19.9 2985.4 150
2. | Kujawsko-pomorskie Bydgoszcz 18.0 2 098.1 117
3. | Lubelskie Lublin 25.1 22420 89
4. | Lubuskie Zielona Géra 14.0 1 020.3 73
5. | Lodzkie 1.6dz 18.2 2 672.8 147
6. | Malopolskie Cracow 15.1 3 206.6 212
7. | Mazowieckie Warsaw 35.6 5065.0 142
8. | Opolskie Opole 9.4 1091.1 116
9. | Podkarpackie Rzeszow 17.9 21173 118
10. | Podlaskie Bialystok 20.2 12239 61
11. | Pomorskie Gdansk 18.3 2179.1 119
12. | Slaskie Katowice 12.3 4 894.2 398
13. | Swietokrzyskie Kielce 11.7 1327.9 114
14. | Warminsko-mazurskie Olsztyn 24.2 1460.4 60
15. | Wielkopolskie Poznan 29.8 3 346.0 112
16. | Zachodniopomorskie Szczecin 22.9 1729.8 76
POLAND 312.6 38 659.9 124

Source: Polska w nowym podziale administracyjnym (Poland in the new administrative division). Warszawa, 1998,

In  comparison with the previous
administrative system, the one recently introduced
is better balanced in terms of magnitudes. The
proportions between the largest and the smallest
voivodships in terms of area are now 3.5:1, while
in terms of population - 5:1.

The ultimate result of the reform of the country's
administrative division was establishment of the
three-tier system composed of 16 voivodships, 308
poviats (including 65 urban counties), and 2486
"gmina" (commune) units. The latter are classified
into the so called urban communes (316 units),
urban-rural communes (564 wunits) and rural
communes (1606 units). Besides this there are 870
settlement units having the status of towns. On the

rural areas of the country, contained within the
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communes, there exist 56,803 village units (among
which 39,743 are the so called marshall villages).
The statistical data presented, referring to various
hierarchical levels imply that the settlement
network of Poland is with respect to the functional
and urban design aspects - and has always been -
highly differentiated. That is why the problem of
territorial administrative divisions played during
the whole of the 20th century an essential role in
the life of Polish society.
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