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Piotr B inder
The European Union in the experience of local journalists 

on a day-to-day basis and on special occasions

T h is  article p resen ts th e  professional experience of local 
journalists in th e  con tex t of celebration  of Poland’s accession to the  
European Union at the  local level. I t discusses the  following topics: how 
journalists rem em ber 1 M ay 2004 (th e  day of Poland’s EU accession) and 
how they  celebrated  the  fourth anniversary of this significant event. (T he 
co n ten ts  o f se lec ted  press title s  in the  peri-anniversary period are also 
analyzed.)

T h e  em pirical m aterial suggests th a t th e  day of Poland’s 
accession to th e  European U nion does not featu re  perm anen tly  in the  
calendar of locally ce leb ra ted  holidays. Both in interview s w ith  the  
journalists them selves and in th e  analyzed publications, the  EU is 
defin itely  an everyday albeit not in a strictly  European or Brussels sense 
b u t in th e  form of u tilization  of E uropean funds and infrastructural 
investm ent. O n the  o ther hand, however, the relevant prom inence of these
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topics in th e  local m edia does not autom atically  im ply th a t journalists 
a ttr ib u te  great im portance to  them . Coverage is m ore likely to  be the  
consequence of signed contracts on the  one hand and th e  expression of 
powerful connections betw een  local self-governm ents and the  local m edia 
on the  o ther hand.

O ne im portan t d ifference stands out, however, against the  
backdrop of the  overall sim ilarities betw een  the  d ifferent sites of study. 
T h e  inhab itan ts of B ielsk Podlaski in te rp re ted  th e  expansion o f the  
E uropean U nion qu ite  d ifferen tly  com pared w ith  the  in te rp re ta tio n s 
identified  along Poland’s southern  border. T h ey  viewed the  expansion of 
EU borders as closure of the  external EU  border and a serious lim itation 
of their contact network. Surely this observation m erits fu rther system atic 
study.
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