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HELENA ZOLL-ADAMIKOWA

MAJOR RESULTS OF 1980 EXCAVATIONS
OF EARLY MEDIEVAL SITES IN POLAND

About 60 sites from the Early Middle Ages and over 30 sites from the High Middle Ages and
modern times were investigated. Early medieval sites included over 30 earthworks and early towns,
16 settlements and 13 cemeteries.

The earliest phase of the Early Mediieval period is represented by 2 settlements: Czerchéw (13),
L6dz province (A. Chmielowska, Muzeum Archeologiczne i Etnograficzne, £6dz) — 4 pits, a hearth,
numerous postholles and a rectangular post house, pottery of the 6th cent., and Niesutowice (8),
Wroclaw province, site 2 (J. Domaiiska, E. Noworyta, Muzeum Archeologiczne, Wroclaw) —
a rectangular hut, an indeterminate feature, 7th century pottery discovered on a multicultural
settlement. A few settlements from later phases also claim attention. At Czekaméw (17), Siedlce
province (B. Zawadzka-Antosik, Pafistwowe Muzeum Archeologiczne, Warszawa) a settlement
complex of the 6th-13th cent, continued to be excavated. The complex included site I with a ceme-
tery of the 12¢h-13th cent., which yielded a further 3 inhumation graves (total 118), and aith a set-
tlement of the 7th-8th eent., with a rectangular semi-subterraneam building containing hand-made
pottery but no hearth; and site 111 with a seitlement of the 10th-early 11th cent,, which revealed
2 features comprising numerous finds such as 9 spindle-whotls (1 of amber), a decorated part of
a horn comb, a ,,strlke-a-light”, fragments of whetstones, an awl and buckle, both of iron, an iron
spur with In-turned hooks (6th eefit. — In secondary pesition), a silver ear-ring, a bracelet of bron-
ze. The discoveries at Metyez (19), Lublin province (S. Hoezyk-Siwkowa, 1. Kutylowska, Uniwer-
sytet M. Curie Skledewska, Lublin) ifeluded remains of an earthwork and settlement of the 8th-
9th cent., represented By fragments of a rampart with interlocked timber elements (box build?),
and stone-paved hearths. Exploration was eencluded of an iren-producing settlement at Sulejow-
Piaski (19), Pietekéw Trybunalski province, site 4 (M. Géra, Muzeurn Archeologiczne i Etnogra-
fiezne, L.6dZ) revealing a furiher 2 pits of the 10th-12th eent.

Very rewarding were the systematic underwater investigations of the Puck Gulf conducted
since 1979 at the mouth of the Plétnica river at Puck (3), Gdafisk province (W. Stepief, Konser-
wator Zabytkéw Archeollogicznych — Gdanisk, Osrodek Badah i Dokumentiacji Zabytkow — E6dZ,
Klub Archeologii Podwodnej ,, Tryion” — Bydgoszez). A section, 80 m long, revealed pavements,
a jetty of ,,yoke™ construction and other timber construetions (some probably parts of coastal
houses with pottery of the 8th-11th cent. and rotation querns), as well as a dug-out and wrecks
of 3 boats built of staves (6ne dated by pettery te the 8ih ceft., and another by radiocarbom method
to mid-13th cent.).

The fortified sites explored In 1980 date mostly from the later phases of the Early Medieval
period, though some exisied already in the earlier period. We should mention here Moraczewo
(6), Poznah province, site 1 (C. Strzyzewski, Muzeum Aicheollogiczne, Poznaii) where four years,
excavations of a twe-phase stronghold were coneluded. The earlier phases, of the 8th-9th cent,,
was represented by another Block house with 2 hearths, and the later phage, of the 10th cent., by
a house with 3 hearths and a rampart of eressed logs censtruction, at the base of which a perforated
axe of the 10ih eent., type K after J. Peiersen, was feund; Bedkowice (12), Wroctaw province
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(H. Sledzik-Kaminska, Wojewo6dzki Oérodek Archeologiczno-Konserwatoisikii, Wroclaw) — a ram-
part with its inner side revetted by several layers of logs loosely placed in one direction, and with
its outer side built of clay with the base faced by stones; and a gate, 8th-11th cent.; Rzyméwka (10),
Legnica province, site 1 (K. Bykowski, Univweisytet, Wroclaw) — two habitation phases: the ear-
lier, barely discernible, in the E part of the stronghold of the 9th-mid-10th cent., and the later of
the mid-10th-11th cent., represented by a pit dwelling with a hearth and an entrance In the SE ¢of=
ner of the longer wall, by everground struetures built on a frame of vertieal posts with wattle walls
and by a house with walls built of shert planks with ends tenened inte the slots of vertieal posts
and with a weeden filoor;; the heouse was divided inte a store with abeut 100 kg of earburized wheat
in a wooden bex and ifite a dwelling roorm proper eontaining a hearth and a large Aumiber of iren
artifaets sueh as a perforated axe, a spearhead, part of a bit, a bowl of the Silesian type serving
as eurreney, a eylindrical padleeck; in ithe eorner of another building a ,,heard” eame ie light; it
eontained 2 miniature elay vessels (respective heights 3 and 4.5 em), a hilt (pemmel and guard)
of a swerd of Peiersen’s type X, a staple, heoks, a heek-like key, iron paris of a bueket, a fragmen:
tary eemb, Berers of Bene and a pelishing siene; Kreske (9), Wioelaw provinee (H. Pekera, Weje:
wedzki Oérodek Archeelegiczna-Komserwaimiki, Wreelaw) — a metie frem the late phases of
the Middie Ages, surreunded By a ,SUbUFBIUM®™ — prebably an elder strenghold of the 8ih-Sth
E%ﬂ{;'; Bit_zielaea 12 dwelling and dempstic features; 8 moat and the area of the bearing construetien
ef & Bfidge.
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Some of the strongholds were set up on the sites of apen settlements of earlier date, e.g. Tuli=
glowy (23), Przemys$l province (M. Cabalska, Uniwersytet Jagiellonski, Krak®w), where the diseo-
veries included a third pit dwelling found within the settlement of the 8th-9th cent., which preceeded
the erection of the fortifications (part of the dwelling pit was covered by the rarpart) and anether
(17th) overground building associated with the fortified township of the 10th-11th eent.; K¥zesk-
-Krolowa Niwa (18), Siedlce province, site 1 (J. Kalaga, Uniweisytet, Watszawa) — a bivaliaie
stronghold of the 11th-12th cent., with oval semi-subterraneam huts with hearth, built on the site
of a settlement of 8th centuty date; both ramparis had twe phases: in the later they were earth-
-and-stone structures, and in the earlier the outer rampart had a mixed censtruetion constisting
partly of boxes filled with clay, sand and stone, and parily of herozenial logs resting en uprights,
and the inner rampart was of crossed logs construction, faced on beth sides with a ser of hear:
ding of planks.

Long-term investigations of several early urban compliexes were continued. The éxploratien
of two further levels (first half of the 10th cent.) of the port town at Wolin (1), Szezeein previnee,
site 1 (W. Filipowiak, J. Wojtasik, Instytut Histerii Kultury Materialnej PAN, Welin) revealed
fragments of 2 streets, 4 post houses and a large number of various finds ineluding sherds of ste:
atite vessels and a coil of rope 3 to 5cm thick and over 25 m long. Reseue exeavaiions esndusied
at Krakéw (21) (E. Zaitz, Muzeum Archeollogiiczne, Krak@w) as part of the revalerization project
have allowed to associate the 9th-10th centuty layers with the earlier seitlernent phase of the fown
named ,,0k6t”, in the neighbourhoed of the hoard of iren axe:like eurrency bars, discovered i
1979, thus confirming the dating of the hoard io the first of eatly seeend half of the 9l ceRt. Al
Kruszwica (5), Bydgoszez provinee, site 2 (W. Hensel, W. Dzieduszyeki, Instytut Historii Kultury
Materialnej PAN, Poznai) the latest layers (12th te fid-13th eent.) of the rampark oF eressed logs
construction were explored. The verification of the ehronoiigy of the fartifications of the streng:
hold in the floodisti Nida valley at Wisliea (22), Kielee provinee, site I (B. &6rna, J. Kalapa,
Z. Pianowski, Uniwersytet — Warszawa, Kierownictwe Odnewienia Zamky KrIRWKiRes — Kha:
kéw Wawel) has shown that the eireular stene wall placed en the tep ef the levelled rampart of the
10th-11th cent. should be dated te the Beginnings of the High Middie Ages, possibly 18 the fHFR
of the 13th/14th cent. and fet to the Early Middie Ages a3 has Been previeusly suppased. The if:
vestigations continued at Pultusk (16), Ciechandw previfee, site Zamek (Eastie) (A. GalemBAik
and teafn, Pracownie Kenserwacii Zabytkow, Warszawa) uncovered the fimber Build-up of the
sironghold of the 12ih-14ih een., ineluding a Bleek heuse frem the eartiest Rabitation level snd
part of a eireular sireet with Buildings eriented aleng jis course and dating from fhe later habiia:
tion levels.

Among the studies of pre- and eatly Romamrsque architecture special atiention i§ claimed
by the discovery of the remains of the oldest ehuteh at the Benedictine memyery at Eubin (7),
Leszno provinee, site 1 (Z. and §. Kurnalowski, Instytut Histerki Kultury Materialne BAN, Baznak);
represented by a sefieireular apse from the elese of the 1R Gait., WA YRAEr 2 Part of Msfarsve
walls eeniemperaty with the second Remancigue church Butlt in (he Mmiddke 8F IA the secgnd half
of the 12th eent:

Moreover, a number of mottes of the 13th io 15th cent. were explered. Interesting results wers
yielded by two sites, namely: Kechlowice-Ruda Slaska (20), Katowice provinee (3. Bierzak, Kenser:
wator Zabytkéw Archeollogiczhyeh, Katowice) — a sironghold of twe paris fram the seeand fall
of the 13th to 14th eent., situated on a premeniony beunded By twe streams and eut off By a M8at;
the higher plateau (18 x 15 ) yielded remains of a central timber Building (charcaal and 1ymps
of daub with Regatives of lags) and remains of a palisade on the edge of the mouRd: the 1QWer
plateau (17 x 27 m) revealed a eultural laver witheut traces of Build-tp: Zamesysks (43), WAaIs2aWa
provinee (J. Pyrgata, Instytut Histori Kuitury Malerialng) BAN, Warssawa) — an V4 §&r8”§:
hold (40 x 56 1) of the 13ih eent. With fwe MOALs 8A 2 dyns Efsm%&%w and with {races 9 ngﬁ&
eenstruetiens in the centre (charcach, daub With impressiang) 4 88”‘%%1‘ aven gk siay 9n
e i 1 4 3 il & 3 oF G It 460 AR (3543 < oF farincations’
8n the SIGpE:
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The only cemetery to have yielded cremation graves was at Nowinka (4), Elblag province,
site 1 (M. Pietrzak, Muzeum Archeologiczne, Gdaifisk). They were pit graves (nos. 121-138) of
the Old Prussian culture, dating from the 5th-7th cent., all poody furnished with the exception
of 4 human cremation burials accompanied by horse’s skeletons furnished with iron bits and one
with ornamented bridle mgunts of bronze sheet.

The remaining cemeteries explored in 1950 contained only inhumation graves from the later
phases of the Early Medieval period. At Cedynia (2), Szczecin province, 2 cemeteries continued
to be explored: the oldest part of the cemetery on site 2 (end of the Llth to 12th cent.) (H. Ma-
linowska-Lazarczyk, Komserwator Zabytkdw Archeologicznych, Szczecin) yielded 42 burials, most-
ly oriented to N-S (furnished with knives and pottery), occasionallly to W-E (the grave goods in-
cluded wooden buckets, coins, temple-rings, fiinger-rings, belt-buckles, knives); a ditch bounding
the cemetery was detected on the Nl and SW border; the cemetery on site 2 a (A. Porzezifski, Mu-
zeum Narodowe, Szczecin) yielded 95 burials usually oriented along NW-SE and WE line, 42
of which were furnished (among the grave goods were a bronze Romanesque bowl, wooden buckets,
coins, clay rattles, glass beads); a diteh divided the cemetery Into two patts, 10th/11th to 12th cent.
Two emeteries were also explored at Przemysl (24) (A. Kopeiski, Muzeum Okregowe, Przemysl),
hamelly an Old Magyak cemetery of the 10ih eent. at Ryeerska Street (a further 2 graves, oriented
te W, temple-rings, a pendant of roek crystal) at 8 newly discovered burials of the 11th-12th eent.
at Krasinski Street (5 with heads to W, and the remaining 3 with heads te N, S and E respecilvely;
pottery, knives, a ,,strike-a-light” with flint, arrowheads, an ear-ring and a silver fiiger-ring). Ex-
eavatiens were continued of a cemetery from the elese of the 10th to 11th/12th eent. at Stary Zarek
(11), Wreetaw provinee, site § (8. Flerek, nstytut Historii Kultury Materialaej PAN, Wroetaw)
uneevering its N limits and 6 burials: 5 efienited to W and e (in a stone setting) te E, furnished
with 10 small templie-fings; the eemetery was part of an early medieval settlement eomplex.





