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HELENA ZOLL-ADAMIKOWA

RESULTS OF THE 1968 EXCAVATIONS OF EARLY MEDIEVAL SITES
IN POLAND

In comparison with former years, the 1968 excavations of Early Medieval
sites were conducted on a relatiively smaller scale. Much effort was devoted to the
study of newly discovered but still unexplored sites. Consequemtily, the scope and
results of these activities were less spectacular than those of the large-scale exca-
vations carried out for several years on a few representative sites. Newertheless,
they, too, have considerably enriched our knowledge about the density and cha-
racter of settlement in partisulai regions. In all, 107 Early Medieval sites were
examined, including 34 unfortified settlememts, 49 strongholds (often associated
settlementis), 3 industrial sites, 7 cremation and 14 inhumatiom cemeteries. Moreo-
ver, systematic reconnaissance and test investigations were carried out in several
reglons (e.g. provimce of Koszalin, district of Inowroctaw, the basin of the Bnifiskie
Lakes in the province of Poznat, and the Szreniawa basin). As a result, several
hundred sites, some of the Early Middle Ages, were recorded.

Over 30% of settlements examimed have yielded materialls from the early
stages of the Medieval period. Attention should be drawn to the settlements from
the earliest phases of the Early Middle Ages discovered in the area of Ziemla
Lubuska and In the northermn part of Lower Silesia. Of 9 settlements discovered
at Zukowice, Glogéw district (M. Kaczkowski, Powlatowy Konserwator Zabytkow,
Glogéw), habitatiion site no. 5 of the 5th—6th cent, was explored to its limits
(a hut with a stove for refining [?] iron, traces of 11 pit furnaces, 30 domestic pits,
hand-made pottery, a small number of "grey” pottery of the Late Roman type,
a casting mould); moreover, the excavation of site nr 9 of many cultures revealed
traces of habitation from the 6th to the mid-Tth cent., and from the end of the
10th to the early 11th cent. The earlier phase yielded 10 rectamgular huts with
corner posts and wattle walls, hand- and wheel-made pottery a comb of the 5th
cent., fragment of g glas beaker with ribs. Other sites of this petiod are: Krze-
kotéw, Glogbéw distriet (M. Kaezkowski, Powiatowy Konserwattor Zabytkéw, Gio-
géw) — one semisubterranenan hut of the 8th cent., with corner posts and wattle
walls; Osiecznica, sitt 1, Krosno Odrzahskie district (E. Dgbrowski, Muzeum Okre-
gowe, Zlelona Géra) — features dated to the 5th/6th cent.

The sites examimed in other regions are: Dziedzice, Myélibéiz distriet (A. Be-
rzezifiski, Muzeum Pomorza Zachodnirgo, Szozecin), 3 semisubterranean huts of
the 7th cent., hand-made pottecy similar to the Sukew type in Meeklemburg; Bi-
skupin, site 18, Znin district (J. Glosik, Pahstwowe Muzeum Areheolegiezne, War-
szawa), excavatiion continued of a settlement of the 6th—13th eent. (4 semi-sub-
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terranean huts and 7 pits including a smoke-house of the 6th—7th cemturies, and
a large concentration of hearths of the 12th to 13th cent.); Jaksice, site 1, Imo-
wroetaw district (C. Sikorski, Muzeurn, Inowroctaw) — huts and pits In two layers
of the 7th to 12th cent., Zawomia, site 3, Trzebnica district (M. MNHymasklaaiKalle-
tyn, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN, Warszawa) — excavation comti-
Aued of a settlement with overgrownd buildings of the 6th to 8th cent, (three wum-
fortified villages of the 1MHH/A12th te 18th cent, were exploied on sites 1, 5 and
6 in the same locality).

The investigatiion of settlements of the Early or Date Piast period comprised
primarilly industrial features. These art: Polany, site 2, Radom district (O. Lipif-
ska, D. Diugopolska, Panstwowe Muzeum Archeologiczne, Warszawa) — slag and
fragments of clay tuypres in pits of the 12th/13th cent.; WaoldwPiotroniowice,
Woléw district (S. Pazda, Uniwersytet, Wroclaw) — two furmaces with preserved
air channels; Przemysl, the streets Kosynierow and Krasinski (A, Kunysz, Muzeum,
Przemyd]) — two kilns with pottery of the 1lith to 13th/14th cent.; Radom. Old
Town, site 3 (E. Kierzkowska, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN, War-
szawa) — hearths and a damaged part of a clay stove with adjacent pits of the
1Gth cent, (the earliest traces of Early Medieval settlement in the area of the Old
Towm). Moreover, remains of 11 furmaces, disposed at ramdom and datable to the
Early Medieval period, and hand-made pottery were found within the ancient
metallurgical centre on the slopes of the Lysa Géra (Swigty Krzy?) Mountain,
site 9, Kielce district, in the Swigtokmzyskie Mountains (K. Bielenim, Muzeum Ar-
cheologiczne, Krak®w). The study of salt working features were continued at Wie-
liczka, site XI, Krakéw district (A. Jodiowski, Muzeum Zup Krakowskich, Wie-
liczka), where a second salt pan consisting of 3 wooden barrels placed one upon
the other came to light near salt working installations of the 12th to 13th cent,
disclosed in the previous year. This year’s discovery dates from the fully Medlieval
period. The excavation of site II (Gothic castle) included a mine shaft, active
at latest about the mid-13th cent. It was lined with boards with ends halved toge-
ther and had two hanging bast ropes, 9 cm thick (probably used in hoisting the
salt output).

Plogh-manks, probably of an Early Medieval date, were revealed on two
sites: at Dobropole, Kamied Pomotski distriet (W. Garczyhsiki, A, Porzezifiski, Mu-
zeum Pomorza Zachodniego, Szezeein) and at Beleszyn, Turek district (M. Gle-
sek and team, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN, £.6dz).

The verification of previously discovered earthworks and the search for new
were carried out on larger scale In the following provinces: Keszalin (J. Olczak
and K. Sluchmifskii, Uniwersytet, Poznaf), Zielona Goéra (M. Kaeczkowski, Powia~
towy Kenserwator Zabytkéw, Glogéw), Masevia and Pedlasie (W. Szymarniski and
team, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN, Warszawa), and in the eastern
part of the sub-Carpathian regien (A. Zaki, Kemisja Archeoliogiezna Oddziatu PAN,
Krak@w). As a result abeut 70 fortified sites were recorded and examined By
means of test tremehes of crossed out frem the list,

Dong-term excavations of several representative pre-Piast strenghelds were
continued. The investigations at Dubomia, Wedzistaw Slaski district (J. Szydiew-
ski, Muzeum Gérnoélaskie, Bytomm), which rank as the mest impertant, concemtra-
ted on the fortifications of the central part of the stronghold of the Bth/9th — 2nd
half of the 9th cent, (second habitaiiion phase). 1t was foeund that the twe ramparts
were surmoumniied by a timber structure and the intermal wall of the inner rampart
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was revetted with fascine and loamy clay. The passes through both ramparts was
examined on the east side, that through the outer rampart being boarded by posts.
Further post houses of this phase were discovered. They were arranged along
the rampart with their gable walls facing the central area.

The excavatiion of the following sites merit attention; Chodlik, Opole Lubelskie
district (A. Gardawski, 1. Kutylowska, Uniwersytet M. Curie-Skiodowskiej, Lu-
blin) — the latest part of the rampart built of earth-fiilled boxes was examined:
the rampart was destroyed in the 9th cent, or earlier (on its top a Sth cemtury
hut came to light); Szezaworyz, Buske-Zdréj distriet (E. Dgbrowska, instytut Hi-
storii Kultury Materialnej PAN, Krak@éw) — two habitation phases of the 7th—=8th
and 9th/10th to mid-1ith cent. The study of the inner rampart showed two phases:
the earlier constiuction of earth and the later of earth and stone capped by eros-
sed logs. Two quadrangular huts were disclosed in the enclosure from phase 11
(herseshoe bueckle of the 10th—1ith cent), and rectangular huts come te light
between the ramparts; Jadewnilki, Brzeske distriet (A. Zaki, A. jodlewski, Kemisja
Areheologiczna Oddziatu PAN, Krak®w, Muzeum Zup Krakowskich, Wieliczka) —
8 big stronghold of many parts, pottery of the 9th—10th cent.; Koilice, Zgorzelee
distriet (3. Knelhel, institut fir Serbisehe Velksforsehung DAW, Bautzen, and
T. Kaletyh, Konserwalor Zabytkow Archeologieziyeh, Wreelaw) — reseue exeava-
tigns of an earthwerk of the 7ih—1fth eent. (3 buildings within the enclosure,
crossed 18gs comsifvchion, and & sieme fore-wall); Stare Berpe, Keszalin distriet
(B: Ezionkewski, Bracownia Archeslagiczno-Konserwatoiss, Bracownie Konserwa-
€]l Zapytkdw, Warszawa) — & refuge ﬁ?) stranghold of the 7HR—8th cent, ne traees
gf Bermanent BUilt-up Within (he ERGIGSHFe, KW rampats O the easily Aceessinle
SOUth slde, the internal faced on the iARer slde with grapite iinnes and sumounted
By a palisade, 3 gate of 83k Pesis and 2 sione paved drive. Bssemtial data were
[evealed By the IRVesHEAtians commenced at AR earthwork at Obrows, Tuehsla
distriet (6. Wilke, Ypiwersyiet, Torud) — Mwe fortification phases, fespectively
dated By pettery 19 the iR cent. (earth-clay rampart faced With stones on the
outer side) and He Sh—9iN cent. (Croied 1898 eoRStiUekiop), suRk-i Buildings &l
fhe fagt ot the wall Hhe &xavalion ot the sarthwerk at Jamisswe, Tezsw gistriet
& Kuwewska Muzedm Archeologicsne Edansk), revealed iwe habiiatien phases
respectively daied 19 e StA—1Bh apd 1o the 1A cemb. (an Imifation Saxo-Ba:
varan denartus of Ihe fst quarier gF the ##R cent. was tound in ihe depris ot
e earhier rampart). The ohly Earty Medieval Brussian earthwork 18 Be exca-
valed 10 1988 i5 21 Bosdany. Brapiews distrie (B. ©dsl, KBRserwalor Zabytkew
Alcheeogieonyeh, Blszivn), probably attribuiable 16 e 7iA—S5tR cent; B8R ifs
siie 4 Teuignic cestle was Built in the Middle Ages:

Excavations was comtinued of a number of large stromgholds which were
ntensively studied in the so-called Millennium period. These are: Gniezno (G. Mi-
kolajezyk, Muzeum Archeologiczne, Poznan, Oddzial w Gniezmig¢) — owing to the
targe number of rescue trenches traces of a road and of habitation features, dating
from the 8th cent, and later were disclosed north-east of the stronghold, while to
the east of it the external base of the crossed logs construction and remains of
a wooden bridge probably leading to one of the villages came to light. Imvesti-
gations of the artisams’ suburb of the 10th—13th cent, was concluded at Kruszwica,
tnowioetaw distriet (W.Hensel, E. Springer, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej
PAN, Warszawa, Poznah). The discoveries included a further 6 huts with hearths
in SW corners (one hut with a reed-limed extension, another wth an antler under
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the corner), 7 "industrial” fireplaces and domestic pits. The excavation at Szcze-
cin (E. Cnotliwy, Pracownia Archeologiczmo-Kaomserwatorsks. Pracownie Komsarwa-
cji Zabytkéw, Szczecin) included part of the northern rampart with 7 phases of re-
building and use (from about mid-9th to the 2nd half of the 10th cent., the later
phases being destroyed by the Medieval castle), remains of underlying unfortified
settlement from the close of the 8th cent., and supposed traces of a fortified
Lusatian site from the Hallstatt peried. At Opole-Ostréwelk (B. Gediga, Instytiut
Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN, Wroetaw) the interior of the fortified town
wag further examined, revealing levels of the 2nd half of the i0th and the 1ifgh
eent. (weeden heuses ineluding twe of the “pest-yoke® eonstitinm, streets, a Mu-
sieal instrument from the elese of the if¥h eent). The rampart seems te have
eeineided with the 3rd habitation level dated te abeut the mid-llth cent. At Wi-
§liea, Buske-Zdroj distriet (Z. Warietowska, Uniwersytet, Waiszawa), the giteh
surrounding the earliest stronghold was revealed at several peiRis (AR #Hregulsr
gval, 160 By 140 m, with a separate interpal enelesure, 60 by 50 m in the NE part).

Among the large number of Early and Late Piast eartinwenks, the sites which
contributed to our knowledige of the defensive system are of particular -interest.
These are: Podzamcze, Kwidzyth distriet (M. Haftka, Muzeum Zamkowe Malbork) —
remains of a stone-clay keep (?) at &@n Early Medieval earthwwork (site 1), frag-
ment of an open-work chape of a Scandinavian sword-sczibberd found in the
neighbourimg settlement of the 11th—12th cent, (site 2); Bnin, Srem district (J. Zak
and team, Uniwersytet, Poznafi), site 2a, ring-earthwork — base of the latest ram-
part of crossed logs and hooked joint comstruction, 13th cent., external part of
the rampart of the middle phase; site 1, a motte of the 13th/14th cent. — two
construction stages of the motte, partly built of boxes; Kaszowo, Milicz district
(Z. Hilczer-Kummztowska and team, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN,
Poznaft) — base of the rampart in part S (14 m wide), two quadrangular stone
foundations (towers?) on the inner side of the rampart in part W, prelimimary
investigations of two neighbouring settlements (one with traces of smelting) con-
temporary with the stronghold (2nd half of the 10th and early 11th cent.); Radom,
site 1 (E. Kierzkowska, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN, Warszawa) —
rampart built of boxes with halving joints, 11th cent.; Raciaz, Sierpc district (B. Bu-
czek-Plachttowa, Pracownia Archeologiczno-Komserwatorsks, Pracownie Xonserwa-
cji Zabytkéw, Warszawa) — base of a rampart of the crossed logs comsiruction
tied with vertical posts, 10th cent. (?); Grédek, Sokoléw Podiaski district (I. Gérska,
Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN, Warszawa) — test examination the
intermal part of the rampart of rectangular boxes filled with clay, an inner stone
bank, two habitation phases of the 12th and 14th—15th cent.

A number of fartified sites have revealed materials from the begimning of the
Early Medieval period derived either from older unfortified settlements or from
the earliest habitation phases of the fortified sites. These are: Stragczno, Walcz
district (H. Jamocha, F. Lachowicz, Muzeum Archeologiczne and Konsemrwator Za-
bytkéw Archeallogicznych, Koszalim) — pottery from the 7th to 12th cent., an iron
axe of the 12th cent.; Czersk, site 4, Piaseczno distriet (T. Kietstowska, Komserwa-
tor Zabytkéw Archeologicznych, Warszawa) — excavation continued of the former
suburb reveallked dwelling features of the 7th—8th, 11th—12th cent, and later; Lu-
blin *Grodzisko” hill (S. Heezyk, Uniwersytet M. Curie-Suthdivmaikief, Lublin) —
test examimzifion, a rectangular semi-subterraneam hut with a stone hearth in the
NW corner, hand-made pottery (6th/7th cent.); timber-earth rampart of the 12th
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cent.; Stawy, Jedrzejow district (Z. WoZnicka, Uniwersytet, Warszawa) — recon-
naissance, a 12th century stronghold with an earthen rampart, two ditches, absen-
ce of a contemporary culture layer, earth houses earlier than the fortifications.

The following monuments of the pre-, early-and late-Remenssqgue architec-
ture deserve to be mentioned: Kralkdw-Wawel (A. Zaki and team, Pafistwowe
Zbiory Sztuki na Wawelu, Krak@w) — further partts of walls of a pre-Ramanes-
que sacral building, probably with 4 apses, 2nd half of the I@th cent. (?), and
few unfurnished inhumations from the surrounding cemetery; Cedynia, Chojna di-
strict (H. Malinowska, Muzeum Regionalne, Cedynia) — excavatiion continued of
the inhumatiom cemetery of the 12th—13th cent. (?) revealed three walls, 2 m
thick, of an oblong building (a church linked with the coversion to Christianity
of Pomerania?).

Other inhumatiion cemeteries, usually not associated with a church, were exa-
mined in the following localities: Krakéw-Zakrzéwek (W. Morawski, Muzeum
Archeologiczne, Krakdw) — further burials of the 11th cent., male burials with
head to E, female to W, one male grave, richly furnished (a speariead, two battle-
-kniwes, and a pail of yew) was surrounded by a rectangular row of posts; Trze$f,
Tarnobizeg distriet (H, Gajewska, instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN,
Warszawea) — test examination of a site of many cultures revealed 7 grawes of
the 1MHM2th and 13th cent.; Swieck-Stoumiiamy, Wysokie Mazowleckie district
(D. Jaskamis, Muzeum Okregowe, Bialystok) — a further 124 W-oriented inhuma-
tions of the '12th—18th eent., halff of them furnished mestly with ernaments, seme
of Old Russian prevenance; oA the N and E side the cemetery was surreunded
by ia fenee of wopden stakes; Jabhomez Wielki, site 1, Bytdw disteiet (B. Jankew-
ska, F. Lachowikz, Kenserwater Zabytkéw Areheslegieznyeh, Keszalin) — a greup
of six barrews with stefe eenstruciions (eifeles and Burial chambery) Wes &xa-
mined, the burials were of the inhumation type, either single of eomlective (Har-
rew RO 3 eontained one compleie and twe incompleie Burials in separale Eham:-
Bers); apart frem twe knives, ne other grave geeds were faund; URder the exier-
fal §§EHB§' 6t oRe Barrew, aR HFR oM the Bégl%iﬂg gt the 2R cent. wih
EHQH%@I HHM% Bones came t8 light; Temice, Bzierseniew disttiet (2. 'HHQH"
. Romamew, B, Miszkiswics, Mizeum AfEB%BiBGIEEﬂ% Zakiad Antiepsiggii BAN,
Wreciaw) — a MEHS% g iﬂﬁﬁ%%‘t'ﬁ%% (the dead With heads 10 & of W, 2 13y vés:
sel, 3 wosden Buekeh Ismple rings &) daied By the e¥plotets 18 Eﬁ% SER—16th
gEAL. (YRceriatn €H¥8H8i8§¥

Excavation was confinued of the following cremation cemeteries: Swielubie,
site 2, Kolobrzeg district (W. EosiAski, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN,
Poznai) — 8 cremation barrows of the 8th cent. (an Arabie cein from the 2nd
halt of the 8th cent), an inhumaition at the foot of one round; Bialogérze (for-
mer Bialeg6ra), Zgorzelee district (J. Gassowski, Uniwersytel, Warszawa) — éxea-
vation of the cemetery of 100 bartows which form two groups, preliminary eéxa-
fined befere the Second World War, ineluded 4 imounds on site 1 (peftery prier
to the mid-10th eent), and 3 mounds 6A site 2 (fraces ef a burial oA the tep of
the barrew? a rectangular stene setting and an iren axe frem the 2nd halk of the
i6¢h and the ii4h eent. in ene bariew, petiery from the end of the 10th and the
ii4h eent.); Raeibérz-Obera (E. Dabrowsks, Komisja Archeoirgiczna 04ddzialu BAN,
Kralkow) — a bariow with traces of burials 6n its tep and i the primary §reuRd,
3 vessels from the earlier phase (Gth—TiR cent.?), near the meund there secyfred 2R
ebleng "diteh™, marked as grave 4A (earlier than the Bamew?), With charred BoRss
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and an almost camplete vessel. Excavatiion resurmed at Trepcza, Sanok district
(J. Jamowski, Muzeum, Kresm®), included 2 mounds with a cremation layet and
a burial probably on top of one mound; Czarna Wielka, Siemiatycze dlistrict
(J. Jaskamiis, K. Chilmon, Konserwator Zabytkéw Archsalbgiczaych, Bialystok)
site 11 — test examination of a barrow with a stone-earthh construction, probably
with a burial on the top; site 1 — a further 10 stone-set graves, no traces of ske-
letens (cremaiiing?), grave goods of the 12h—13th cent. (an axe, a buekle and
a "strike-a-light*),





