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LAGOBOULON: AHUNTING WEAPON OF THE ANCIENT GREEKS
ON PHARSALIAN COINS OF THE FOURTH CENTURY BC'

In general, some articles of ancient hunting weaponry
were similar to weapons used to fight humans, while other
ones differ from the latter. Usually the weapons for hunting
larger animals were similar to weapons used in battle, while
the weapons used for hunting smaller animals differed from
the latter. In the Archaic, Classical, and Hellenistic periods
the Greeks used special-purpose hunting tools and weapons:
nets, simple- and double-axes, the cloak, which was used
instead of a shield, and, of course, the lagoiwlim. Lagvholon
(Aaywporov) was a cudgel for hunting hares, as the very
name of the weapon informs us: Aoyd«ikiré» and BéAog
means ‘throwing’ and here: °catching’.

In his treatise ‘On hunting’ Xenophon did not mention the
lagobellom by name, he rather styles the weapon as a ‘club™,
Theocritus of Syracuse, a poet of the first half of the 3" century
BC, mentions the lagoliwiton as a staff used by a Sicilian
shepherd who wished to punish his cow with it!. The American
scholar John Anderson believes that the weapon originated in
Graeciian Magna?’. Indeed, an Etruscan oenoctioee dated by the
6% century BC show us hunters who chase hares with bended
or boomerang-shaped sticks®. They throw their weapons, and
thus the name of the weapon corresponds to its use. Dionysius
of Halicamassus (Ant. Rom. XIV.2.2) tells us that the pole of
this weapon was bent at one end like the pole of shepherd’s

staff, and that the weapon was called katamapss (ecoR@Dpow)
or Jagadallvn: (Fig. L).

According to its etymology, the lagofuilm was a hunting
weapon. It was dedicated to various gods as a hunting weapon’.
The kalasnapss was a herders’ staff which could be thrown, and
the term was known to Homer®. Because of the similarity in
both shape and use of these two implements, their names were
practically used by the ancient authors as synonyms. In the
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Fig. 1. Shepherds with their bended staffs. Ivory plaque from the
throne of Ravenna’s archbishop Maximianus (mid-6th ¢. AD). Areh-
bishop’s Museum of Ravenna. Shown in & biblical theme depieting
the meeting of Joseph with his father Jacob whose sons are shown
as shepherds. After: M. Schapiro, Late Antique, Early €hristian and
Mediaeval Art, New York 1979, p. 41, fig. 5-6.

Fig. 2. A copper coin of Pharsalus, 400-344 BC. On the obver-

se Athena’s head is shown with a three-crested helmet and

shield, on the other side there a cavalryman is shown, foliowed

by a single footman, from whitch the horseman fights the anemy,

After: E. Rogers, The Copper Coinage of Thessaly, London 1932,
p. 158, fig. 270.

3 century BC, Leonidas of Tarentum mentioned a /kgmiholon
as a votive of a Cretan shepherd to the gods, as well as a votive
of a hunter’. In Greek iconography the weapon appears not
infrequently in the first half of the 5 century BC™, The normal

® Mnitiob]. Palbut,, VI.188, 296; cf. XV1.258,

© E.g., see Universitat Freiburg, Archacologische Sammlung,
Inv. G 384 (copy of the Stele Borgia, ca. 490480 BC); G 399 (copy
of a tomb relief of a hunter from the Greek islands, ca. 470-460 BC);
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shape of the lagoliultrn was straight pole with short cut
branches". The hunters probably did not throw this weapon,
but beat animals with it*2,

The lagotolim was an implement used above all by hunters
on foot accompanied by hounds. However, in one case it seems
that the lagobelion: is weapon used by a horseman. A series of
Pharsalian silver and copper coins of the 4" century BC proba-
bly bear the device of a horseman armed with a lagofalér. On
the first coin series, the horseman with this weapon is followed
by a footman bearing a staff on his shoulder. The horseman
fights against a foe (Fig. 2)*. The second series show the same
picture but without the enemy (Fig. 3)*. In the third series the
cavalryman is armed with some kind of club or lash (Fig. 4)*.
The interpretation of the subject is problematic. Hans Pom-
tow and Alike Mustaka following him, think that the horseman
and footman are taken from a sculptural monument showing
Achilles and Patroclus which the Pharsalians had dedicated at
Delphi'é. Nevertheless, the three people on the coins of the first
series do not conform with this interpretation. It is not always
clear which weapons are being used by the horse- and foot-
man. The various series of coins show various weapons in use.
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Fig. 3. A coin of Pharsalus, 400-344 BC. After: P. Dintsis,
Hellkmssissiode Helinee, Bd. 11, Roma 1986, Taf 2,2.

Fig. 4. A copper coin of Pharsalus, 400-344 BC. After: E. Rogers,
The Copper Coinage of Thessaly, London 1932, p. 157, fig. 265.

The horsemen bear a short cudgel, a lash with two tails,
a weapon shaped like a hockey-stick, or a stick with loop.
Representational compositions showing a horseman
followed by a man on foot are not uncommon in Greek reliefs
of the 4% century BC. In one the man on foot carries a bended
stick with hares on his shoulder (Fig. 5)"". An Attic red-
figured crater of the mid-5™ century BC shows clearly that
this stick was not a lagoibelémy, but a different stick of sepa-
rate purpose'®. Usually the mounted hunter is shown armed
with a spear, whereas the accompanying figure on foot is
armed with a lagoifalfow as in a fragmentary Attic relief in the
Museum of Fine Arts in Budapest (N 4744) (Fig. 6)*°. Nicho-

Y Lexitoon icommgeghitianm mytinibdegdee classicage, Vol. V1.2,
Ziirich — Miinchen 1992, p. 715,602 (the relief from Tanagra);
Museo Barracco (Rome), Ne 135: an Attic relief of the early
4% century BC.

% ] K. Anderson, Hantiig.. ., p. 36, fig. 16.

9 A. Hekler, Die Sammiilmgg Antikeer Skalfprweay, Die Antikeen in
Buddpesst, Abt. 1, Wien 1929, S. 30, Abb. 20; C. W. Clairmont, Clas-
sicall Atticc Tombstaness, Vol. 11: Catalogue, p. 153-154, N« 2.214a;
Plate Volume. No2.214a.
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Eig. 5. Votive marble relief from Tanagra, first half of the 4th cen-

tury BC, National Archaeological Museum at Athens, Inv. no 1386.

The mounted hero wears a chlamys and corselet, and is followed

by a foot attendant with a staff and hanging hare. After: LIMC,
Vol. V1.2, Ziirich Miinchen 1992, p. 715,602.

Fig. 6. Marble Joumophhwess from Athens, early 4" century BC.
Museum of Fine Arts at Budapest, Inv. no 4744, After: A. Hekler,
Die Samimiingg Antikesr. Skelipresn, Wien 1929, S. 30, Abb. 20.

las Sekunda thought that the relief presents a pradfamess and
a hamiippass in battle?®, however it seems that the footman is
armed with a bended stick, i. e. Jagalinitow, a hunting weapon.
Therefore the relief deals with a hunt. In fact, a pedestrian
could accompany a horseman not only at hunting, but also

2 N. V. Sekunda, The Amiéen: Greelks, Elite Series 7, London
1986, p. 58.

in battle, as in the Attic marble lekytitazs of Cephisodotus
dating to the third quarter of the 4" century BC shows it?.
N. Sekunda supposes that these Pharsalian coins prove that
the Thessalian horsemen fought together with light-armed
hamijpesi on foot??. However, this idea is not convincing in
regard to the tactics normally applied at the time. Usually the
hamijpaii helped horsemen when fighting against superior
enemy cavalry®. The Thessalian horsemen were the best cav-
alry in fourth-century Greece?*. Usually they fought against
other Greek horse. They do not need held from light infan-
try. The classic sources do not mention Thessalian /banijppoi.
Probably the topic of the Pharsalian coins is hunting a human
being: the hunter armed with a non-battle weapon and his
attendant with a lagolieléov:. The picture probably shows
a local epic tradition which has not been preserved in the lit-
erary sources. It would be in accordance with this unknown
tradition that the horseman id using a non-cavalry and non-
battle weapon and the prey being hunted is a man, and not
an animal.

Streszczenie

Zgodnie z etymologia lagofeidon uwaza sie za bron
mysliwska. Opinie te potwierdza szereg tekstdw autoréow
antycznych oraz ikonografia. W tym przedstawienia na mon-
etach Farsalos w Tessalii. Lageilobdon pokazano zaréwno
w rekach jezdzca jak i pieszego. Szczegdlnie interesujace
sa wizerunki ukazujace sylwetke jezdzca trzymajacego
wildcznie oraz towarzyszacego mu pieszego, dzierzacego
lagotieitov:. W opinii autora w przedstawieniach tych nie
nalezy dopatrywac sie scen walki.
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