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LATE MEDIEVAL BATTLE-AXES WITH TANGS FROM THE POLISH LANDS.
A COMPONENT OF TATAR OR LOCAL WEAPONRY?

Large battle-axes with tangs figure promi-
nently among the most exotic and unique forms
of weaponry which appear in Central and Eastern
Europe in the Middle Ages. Arms of this type are
so difficult to interpret that they were not imchudied
in the most recent publication on late medieval
shock weapons from the Polish lands*. The tan-
ged axe was first noticed by Central European re-
searchers thanks to the monograph of medieval
arms and armour of the Steppe people in the 12H-
148 centuries written by W. Swigtostawski.
Diseussing Mengel battle-axes, the author called
attention to a unigue, fan-shaped find unearthed
iA the thirteenth-eentury layer at Karakerum. A
similar artifast with haft remains was alse found
east of Lake Baikal®. Analyzing traces of Tatar
presenee i Central Eurepe in the thirteenth een-
tury, the auther did net reeerd a single battle-axe
with tang’. Censequendy, the assumptien that
finds of this type, searee in the Asian Steppe, had
Rever been #sed iA Eurepe seemed justified.
Hewever, after the publicatien ef Beth mens-

I'M. Glosek, Péznosredhiiowvitezoma bror obuchowa w
zhiovacth polbidcth (Late Mediieval! Shock Wdagpons in Polish
Collections)), £.6dZ 1996. This may be connected with the
fact that such axes could hardly be regarded as shock weap-
ons in the classical meaning of his term. In the finds in ques-
tion it was only the blade that performed a practical func-
tion. A blow struck with the “head” made of thin sheet iron
must have been highly ineffective.

2 W. Swietostawskii, Uzbrojenie koczowniiaw Wiel-
kiego Stepu w czasactk ekspamsiii Mongolbnw XVW—XIV w.
(Arms and Armowr of the Steppe Nowaidls at the Time of the
Mongol Expansiion in the Twelfth-Fourteantth Cemuries),
£.6dz 1996, p. 38, plate XV:4-5; by the same author, Arms
and Avmeurr of the Nomaidh of the Great Steppe at the Time
of the Mongoll Expansitan, £6dz 1999, pp. 55-56, illustra-
tion. XV:4-5,

3W. Swietostawskii, Archeollagitznee Slady magjeadow
tatarskicth na Europg Srodkowa w XW. w.(dxrdnasological
Traces of the Tatar Invasiens of Central Europe in the
Thirteentth Century)), £.6dZ 1997.

graphs by the £6dz arms researcher, it turned out
that such battle-axes were in fact quite numerous
in Polish territory, which made the authors of the
present paper attempt to present all discovered
finds.

The source basis for our discussion of this
category of arms is relatively rich. The total
number of tanged battle-axes discovered in Poland
has increased to at least 16 (Fig. 1). What is more,
two further items can tentatively be included. The
finds can be divided into two types similar in con-
struction.

Fig. L Distribution of axes with tangs in the Polish lands.
L. Bedzin, Bedzin district; 2. Beszowa, Staszow district;
3. Borowek, Lowicz district; 4. Ludwinowo, Wioctawek
distriet; 5. Michatowo, Aleksandréw Kujawski district;
6. Opole, Opole district; 7. Przemys$l, Przemysl district;
8. Pukarzdw, Radomsko distriet: 9. Sadidw, Rypin district;
10. Selec en the Vistula, Selec district; 11. Swiebodzin,
$wiebodzin distriet; 12-13. Trzepieciny, Zamos¢ district;
14-15. Zavy, Zaty district.
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Fig. 2. Type I axes with tangs: L. Beszowa, Staszéw district; 2. Boréwek, Lowicz district (not to scale); 3. Przemysl,
Przemys$l district; 4. Pukarzoéw, Radomsko district; 5. Solec on the Vistula, Solec district; 6. Swiebodzin, Swiebodzin district;
7-8. Trzepieciny, Zamo$¢ district.

Type 1 is comprised of items with a charac-
teristic, broad, usually symmetrical, fan-shaped
blade, which changes into a clearly distinct neck,
rectangular in cross-section, and a perpendicular-
ly placed tang tapered from front to rear (Fig. 2).
Ten axes belong to this type, half of which come
from archaeological excavations. Regrettably, the
remaining three items are random finds. In addi-
tion, because of their state of preservation, the
current status of two other specimens is highly
hypothetical and for this reason they could be
classified as either Type I or other types.

Undoubtedly, among the first group are frag-
mentary remains of a find unearthed during exca-
vations on the mound at Bobréwek, Lowicz
powiat (county)* (Fig. 2:2). Unfortunately, no de-
tailed information about this discovery has been
revealed so far. That is also the case with the speci-
men from Bedzin, Bedzin powiat, found during

*A. Kosiorek, ,,Dwév na kopcu” w BorGudu. Whniki
badait archeallogizoyss (‘Wanosr on the Hillbokk’ at Bo-
réwek. Arcteralbgicebl Researat: Resullsy), ,,Prace i Ma-
terialy Muzeum Miasta Zgierza”, vol. 3-4, 2002, p. 231,
plate IV: 2,
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the excavations conducted at Bedzin Castle by
W. Blaszczyk in the years 1955-1957°. Another
fully preserved find was discovered in the up-
permost layer of the dump hole during the exca-
vations carried out by M. Gajewska and J. Kruppé
in the market square at Solec, Lipsko powiat,
site 28 (Fig. 2:5). A Few years ago, in 1998, dur-
ing the rescue excavations in Swiebodzin,
Swiebodzin powiat, another battle-axe of this
type was unearthed in Gtogowska Street (site
16) (Fig. 2:6). No more archaeological material
was found in this layer’. The most recent discove-

5 A. Rogaczewska, Bedzin, [w:] Skarby ziemi wydarte.
Gérny Slask i pogramicee (Treasures Torn Away fiam the
Eartth. Upper Silesia and. the Borderland)), Katowice 2005,
p. L18.

® M. Gajewska, J. Kruppé, Prace mréhedlgiczne
przzpnawvetdooee w Sofcu nad. Wislg, pom. Lipsko w 1962
roku (Archaeologicall Excavatins Conducted . in Solec on the
Mistulla, LLipsko powiat, iin/5) Kotk iHistadiik tuy
Matetialnej”, vol. 12/1, 1964, pp. 54-55, figs. 11:6.

8. Kalagate, Sprawardnise z badat rastowriiczych
w SwiettartZiig e, stam 16 (Report on the Rescue Fomavations
in Swielbodtii, Site 16), a typewritten copy at the archive of
the Archaeological Museum of the Central Oder Region,
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ry of this kind comes from Ludwinéw, Wiockawek
powiat®,

The rest are random finds coming from an-
cient excavations and accidental contemporary
discoveries. For example, a fully preserved speci-
men was found at Beszowa, Stasz6w powiat, during
the surface researches conducted by E. Majewski in
the years 1892-1902 (Fig. 2:1)°. Recently, a well
preserved axe was excavated in the old riverbed of
the San River, the so-called ‘Old San’, in Przemysl,
Przemys| powiat (Fig. 2:3). The find was found in
the mud layer at a depth of approximately 7 m and
was probably removed together with the skeleton
of a horse and perhaps a human skeleton as well
s a number metal objects, one of which resem-
bled a small spearhead with a sleeve'®, Another
partially preserved axe with its tang broken off is
held in the eellection of the Archaeological
Museur in Cracow. Acorrding te the arehive ma-
terial, it was found at Pukarzéw', Rademske
pewiat (Fig. 2:4) and presenied e fhe Museurm by
Ceunt §. Peteeki. The surface researches €6A-
dusted at the illegal sand pit i Trzepeeiny,
ZameSe pewiat, Site 4, produeed mest interesting
Fesults. Twe Battle-axes belenging te the type in
guestien were diseavered (Figs: 2:7- %)

1998. We would like to thank S. Kalagate, MA, from the
Archaeology and Restoration Workshop of Allima Jaszewska,
MA, in Zary for permission to publish this find.

¥ We would like to thank 1. Marchelak, MA, from the
Professor Konrad Jazdzewski Archeological Research
Foundation in £6d%, conducting the excavations at Ludwi-
néw, for information about this find.

% E. Dabrowska, Studia nad osadwictinerm wrzesno-
Srediowiaezryym ziewi wislickizy (Studies in Early Medieval
Settlerents in Wishima District), Wootdsw-WéasyzavaaSnebdw
1965, pp. 67, 180-182, fig. 1:1.

0B A Kita, A. Kokowski, Znalezisko ze ,,,Starego Sa-
nu " w Preemydlly (A Findfysom the ‘Old. San River 'in Prze-
my$l), ,,Materialy i Sprawozdania Rzeszowskiego Osrodka
Archeologicznego™, vol. 24, 2003, p. 355.

# The inventory card contains the name Pukarzew.
However, no such place is to be found in Poland. Most
probably, the object comes from the village of Pukarzéw.
T. Bochanak arrives at the same conclusion, Brovi ludnosci
kubrury przamaraiteg/ z miodszegw okresu pprzefitaymskiego
w zbiovaeth Muzewm Narodwegm w Krakowite (Wagponry
of the Przewaenst Culiuve Peopliffiom the Eavly Pre- Roman
Period in the Collection of the Natitnat! Museum: in Cracow),
“Materiaty Archeologiczne”, vol. 33, 2002, p. 5.

2 B. Balcer, J. Machnik, J. Sitek, Z pradziejow
Roztoczar na ziemi zamojstizj (From the Prehistory of
Roztocze in Zamo$¢ District), Krakéw, pp. 88, 138, 147148,
Fig. 54:1-2.

Moreover, the fragmentary remains of the
find discovered during the excavations of 1938%
conducted in Cathedral Square in Poznah, Poznat
powiat, and a fragment of a blade unearthed in
excavation V in Court Square in Wroclaw, Wroctaw
powiat, might have belonged to Type 1 as well*,
The sirongest argument for such categorization of
both finds weuld be their fanlike blades and the fact
that they were made of thin pleces of sheet metal.
Regrettably, the state of preservation of the artifacts
fakes the abeve assufmption impossible to prove.

Despite the apparent similarities, several of
the axes have some unique qualities. For exam-
ple, the axe from Beszowa, one of the axes from
Trzepieciny and the find from Ludwinéw have
adistinet' head”. Anotthet weapon from Trzepieciny
has a separately made blade attached to the neck
by means of two rivets. It may also be noted that
there is a slanting cross cut in the neck of the axe
from Przermys| and that a fragment of the haft has
survived on the tang of the find from Swiebodzin,

Generally speaking, the majority of finds
coming from Polish territory date back to the thir-
teenth-seventeenth centuries. It should, however,
be borne in mind that the thirteenth century items,
which in fact date from the end of the first half or
the second half of the thirteenth century, for in-
stance, the axes from Przemys$l and Trzepieciny,
are randomm finds and have been dated on the basis
that they are analogues with the specimens from
Karakorum. 1A addition, 1n the case oftie Pizemysl
axe, some thirteenth-fourteenth century analogues
from Bulgaria ean be guoted and therefore the
find might be of, for example, Old Magya¥ prove-
Ranee®. The artifact from Selec on the Vistula is
faueh easier to date. It was unearthed in the lowest
layers of a diteh filled with rubble eeming frem
a building dated at the fourteenth eentury. Next {6

BW.Hensel, E.Niesiotowska, I. Zak, Badania ma
Placw Katedbalimym w 1938 r.,, Excavatitmss in Cathedral
Square in 1938, [in:] Pozmarti we wczesmym s$eeliniowieczu
(Poznari in the Early Middle Ages), vol. 1, ed. W. Hensel,
Warszawa-Wioclaw 1959, p. 43, plate XI: 1L

). Bresch, C. Busko, Badania na Placw Sgdowym
(wykop nr IX) (Excavatianss in Court Squave (Dig No. IX),
[in:] Rymelk wroclamsiii w Swietlle badari cavéizenlagicznych,
ez. [ (The Marketr Squave in Wioclaw in the Light of
Arcternllgited! Reseawcth. Part I), “Wratislavia Antiqua”,
vol. 3, 2001, pp. 110-111, 120, fig. 34:f.

% B. Balcer, J. Machnik, J. Sitek, Z mpradziejow
Roztoera..,, pp. 138, 147-148; A. Kita, A. Kokowski,
Znalezsio ze ,,Starego Sarmu'’..,, pp. 355-359,

11
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it there were two horseshoes belonging to Types
1V/2 and VII/1 (after J. Kazmierczyk)™. The find
from Ludwindw can be dated precisely as well. It
was discovered in a cavity next to pieces of fif-
teenth-century ceramics. The axe from Boréwek
was dated by A. Kosiorek at the sixteenth century
on the basis of the analogue from Solec on the
Vistula, which in turn had been dated at the four-
teenth century. Most probably, the stronghold at
Borowek functioned from the beginning of the
15" to the first half of the seventeenth century'’,
Thus, the Item In guestion should be dated at the
same period. Regrettably, the chronology of the
find from Swiebedzin cannot be satisfactorily es-
tablished. It has been dated at the secend half of
the fifteenith of the beginning of the sixteenth een-
tury of the basis of the identical stratigraphy,
whieh eannet be eensidered as deeisive threugh
lask of ether finds in the layer. The f@ﬂ‘iﬁiﬂiﬁ?
spesimens, forexample theaxefromPueharzow!s,
eannet be dated and they are generally referred
t8 a5 medieval Battle-axes (Bedzin, Beszewal).
Similar battle-axes have also been disco-
vered outside Poland. Undoubtedly, the thirteenth-
century find from Karakorum, Mongolia®, seems

M. Gajewska, J. Kruppé, Prace aacteedtggicare....,
pp. 54-55, fig. 11:1-2; J. Kazmierczyk, Podkawyy na
STasthu w XoXWW wiekn. Studta z dziejou kultury material-
nej (Horsesthoess in Silesia in the Tenth-Fourteentth (Gentunies.
Studies in the History of Mateviadl Culture), Wiredktaw-
Warszawa-Krakéw- Gtk 1978, pp. 77 and 105.

Y A.Kosiorek, “Dwér na kopcu™...,., p. 231.

% Among the numerous finds coming firam this site and
dated by Potocki, spurs with star-shaped rowels of late types
(15th century) are the most prominent group. One of them
was published by S. Kotodziejski, Les éperons a molette
du terrivoive de la Petite Pologne au Moyem Age, [in:]
Meémoives Archeolbgifpess, A. Kokowski, ed., Lublin, 1985,
fig. 8:1, where the place is referred to as Pukarzew.

¥ A. Rogaczewska, Bedzin (Bedzin), p. 118. Publi-
shing the find from Beszowa, E. Dabrowska suggested that
the object might date back to the Middle Ages. The interest-
ing thing is that a type Vc bearded axe with cap, after A. Na-
dolski, a knife, carnelian, glass and clay beads, clay, lime-
stone and Owrucki slate whorls, as well as fragments of
pottery were unearthed on the same site. The inventory of
the finds led the researcher to believe that the site might
have been a destroyed burial ground, broadly dated at the
10th—112th centuries. However, any connection of the find in
question with the remaining objects was excluded — E. Dg-
browska, Studta nad. osadidictiuesm...., pp. 180-182,

208, V. KiseleayN\YdaMé epp et ZZbklemyyes ¢/oiggan-

nye izdelia Kara-Kamumeq, [in:] Drevaemangeiikide gorada,
Moskva 1965, p. 206, fig. 110, W. Swietostawskii, Uzbro-
jeaite koczowniiiaiw...., p. 38, plate XV:4,
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to be of primary importance. It is assumed that
such axes were first used by the Dzungar people
and only then introduced into Mongolia. Twelve
tanged battle-axes have been unearthed at strong-
holds built by the Dzungar people so far. A.R.
Artemeyv is of the opinion that they may have been
brought to Mongolia and Rus by the Dzungar
people themselves. According to records, Dzungar
troops were among Mongol forces?*, However,
the largest collection of such weapons is to be
found in Western Ukraine, mostly in the Volyn re-
glen. S. Tereskly quotes thirteen examples of such
finds, four of which come from Luchesk, Velinsk
oblast (proviee), three from Halich-Kriles
(Halieh), Ivane-Frankivsk eblast, iwe frem Ve-
ledirnir (Pelish Wiedzimierz Welyniski), Velinsk
oblast. The other finds were diseovered at Kie-
fRaneh (Pelish Krzemieniee), Ternepilsk oblast,
Helevhe (Pelish Getewne) and Lubemil, Velinsk
gblast. The auther beligves that this type efweapen
develeped in the thirteenth-feurteenth centiries
nder the influenee of ideas seming from the east
and as a result of wide eentaets with the Gelden
Herde. Untertunately, like the ‘Palish’® specimens
mentiened abeve, mest of these ebjeets are aeei-
dental finds. The item frem Euehesk was discay-
ered in the 1ayer dating from the W of e fBur-
leenth centuty™: Similarly, the weapeps from
Halich date Back 18 the Late Middle Agess: A sif-
Fl‘é %6 was unearthed In e dHRaMN-CENHEY
%%_F i the BQE%%EH 4t the strenghsld BFM§H§1§2\§I
f glish Mecistaw), Magileu oblast, eastern Belarus.
{ Is charasierized Béa clearly lepgthensd pesk;
which was HRusual for Hhis type 8F weapsn:

2 A R. Artemew, Problemy vydelenia maongolo-tatar-
skogo kompliliisa: vooruziteniin sredi drevaerussiikth materi-
alov XWW v., [w:] Mesechnaya Ewopa v Steelinovgkove,
Moskva 2004, p. 149.

Z 8. Terskiy, Z istoryi ukraynsiay zivoyii XAIN-XVIIT
st.: sokividiendigin/ ta alebavdl, ‘Visaik Natzionalnogo
Universitetu Lvivska Politekhnika”, vol. 528, Lviv 2005,
pp. 18-19, figs. 1:2-10, 12-14; also cf.: S. V. Terskiy,
Archealbgiyea dobi Galiztkho-Vollinsiayy derziamii, Lviv
2002, p. 54, fig. 27. Among the tanged axes shown i fig. 1
in S. Terskiy’s work of 2005 r. picture No. 7, deplcting ofie
of the finds from Halich, is missing. Probably, it is the spec-
imen published by M. Figol, Misieew ssiatndamiogo
Galieha, Kiev 1997, p. 188.

B 8, Terskily, Zistoryi ukrainskoy..,, p. 18; also cf.: M.
Figoll, Mistectuo starodannuign..,, pp. 188, 201, where it is
dated at the 13" century.

% 8. Terskiy, Z istoryi ukrainstay...,, p. 19, fig. 1:11.
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Several objects of this type come from Czech
territory and Slovakia. Two of them were found
during the excavations of farms V and XVI at the
abandoned village of MS§tenice, near Hrotovice,
Tlebi® kraj (region), the Czech Republic®, Their
chronology was niever established. It may ofily be
fnoted that a number of characteristic late medie-=
val objects were discovered on farm XVI. The
jtem found at Markvaree, Leuny kfaj, also dates
back to the fifteenth century®. In additien, twe
other, most probably medieval, axes eome from
the abandened village of Kenfivky, Viskev kraj?'.
i Slevakia, twe sifilar finds were unearthed en
the late medieval sites at Velly Sari§ (Sari§ @aﬁleg
Prefov kraj, and Seles-Hradiske, Trendin kej.
They de net differ from the items disetissed abeve:
Hewever, the find from Sari§ Castle has get an eye
or a heelk attashed t8 It where the Reek and the tang
feet. It is Bent tewards the blade and resembles the
detail en Hem frem Trzepieeiny: 1A additien, the
battle-axe from Markvaree Rag a Baw-shaped Reek:

A number of specimens come from Bulgaria.
One of them was found at Cherven Fortress, Ruse
oblast (province), inside temple 9 and was dated
at the turn of the thirteenth century®. The other

% R. Nekuda, V. Nekuda, Msténize. Zaniklk stfedo-
vékd ves u Hrotoviiz. Part 2. Dém a dvilr ve stfedliie ve-
snici, Brno 1997, p. 86, fig. 151:8-9; also cf.: M. Slivka,
Clovék ako kowparziltim a pensanea ,, kus mésa ™ wo wiahui
k zvieragiamiy mésu, [in:] Mésiarsto a tidendrstie v déji-
néch Slovensla, Martin 1999, p. 52, fig. 4:4.

% L. Cepitka, V. Dolinek, Vyiishony katalog expo-
zice Kgjemského historickéino muzea, ed. Praha 1991, p. 18
— item. 14.

7 L. Belcredii, Zemeakiag a Femeselhrinké néstroje na
zamilklijeth stfedioneiyyh osadéeth, ‘Archacologia Historica’,
vol. 8, 1983, p. 419, plate 1V:4, where the place is wrongly
referred to as Msténice. Belcredi wrongly considered this
partly preserved artifact (plate I1V:5) to be the axe from
Kontvki — see: Z. Mé&churovd, Zelezm piedingty, ze za-
niklé stredloudites vsi Koy na Slavkousit (okr. MySkov),
‘Acta Musei Moraviae’, vol. 80, 1995, p. 154, plates IV: 115
i V:9; M. Slivka, Clovek ake kempezium..., p. 52, figs.
4:3. This axe does not correspond to the objects from above-
mentioned Msténiee. 1t should, howeves, be assummed that at
least one more find was unearthed in the Czeeh Republie of
Slovakia.

B M. Slivka, Clovék ako kompozivum..., p. 52, fig. 4:1-2.

B V. Nesheva, Metaloatinatintvenee, uvelurstum, pre-
dachestve, shivacitestie, tyakachestue i obusthettanstiey, ob-
rabotka na kost, dyarwanbbahdwanene. Selsda, sstppansivo
ivithalfow;, [in:] Sredhoveliouwyadr Chervem, vol. 1, Sofia 1985,
p. 183, fig. 32; Kita, Kokowski, Znalezsliiw ze ‘Starego
Sanu'...,, p. 355.

two battle-axes discovered in the Bulgarian lands
were unearthed at the medieval fortress of Carevec,
situated at Trnovo, Veliko Trnovo oblast®.

Type II is comprised of battle-axes charac-
terized by compact bodies. They have slightly
widening blades attached directly to relatively
short, perpendicularly formed tangs. Items of this
type correspond to axes with distinct sockets.
There are six such weapons, four of which come
from archaeological excavations. The two fe-
maining objects are randorm finds. (Fig. 3)

The axe from the stronghold on °Ostréwek’
in Opole, Opole powiat, was the first weapon of
this type published (fig. 3:2). It was discovered in
the construction layer No. I**, Regrettably, infor-
mation about another tanged artifact (fig. 3:3) dis-
covered at the castle in Sadtéw, Rypin powiat™, is
scarce. Two further battle-axes come from Zary,
Zary powiat. One of them (fig. 3:4) was disco-
vered at the end of Traugutta Street, in a eultural
layer containing materials, waste products and
parts of leather shoes®. The other tanged battle-
axe was unearthed in Osadnikow Wejskewyeh
Street, net far away from the first find, in an af-
chaeelogieal layer (stratum unit 113) during the
archaeelogieal excavations condusted by K. Ka-
minski, MA, in 2005. it wag badly damaged,
probably as a result 6fa fire¥. 1n September 2002,
in the fields belenging {8 the former National
Agrieuliural Farm in the village ef Mishatews,

¥ A. Nikolbova [ Domsshiiablit vwyenrydieateto dhdvo-
reca na Carevec spoved. arheologittieskiéaa mateviall, [in:]
Carevgrad Tyrnov, dvorecyair na bolgarsitiie: care prez vto-
rata byalgresia: drztana, vol. 2, Sofia 1974, pp. 295, 369;
Kita, Kokowski, Znalezisie ze ‘Starego Sanu'...,, p. 355.

3 K. Wa chowslii, Millitatiezagtolicnaa st ok uwOppo-
Iu (Military Accessantéss fiem the Stromgtillll on Qstrowek
in Opole), [in:] Studta nad kuluwre wezesmepelikidego Opola.
Milwaviarwmyrailyy bursztyrowe: {Studies in the Culture of
Farlly Polisih Opole. Military Aecessantéss and Awiben Arti-
faais), Wrockaw-Warszans-Krakdw-Gdafisk-taatlz 1984,
p. 17, fig. 5.

%2 E. Dziubek, L. Kajzer, Kultwa materialha: miesz-
karneow zavwkn (The Materiall Culture of Castle [Dvallers),
[in:] Zametk w SadVowitz na ziemi dobrzyisiitl/ (The Castle
at Sad¥ow in Dolvzy’y Diswiat)), ‘Budownictwo obronno-
rezydencjonalne Kujaw i Ziemi Dobrzyfiskiej’ 6, Rypin
2004, p. 202, fig. 36:8.

BT Nowinskii, Zary Adredbelicnegitagneempy
jow miasta {(Archaeologiizall Fragmaniss fiem the Town's
History)), Zary 2005, p. 56, photo 20.

# The authors would like to thank K. Kamifski, MA,
for permission to publish this find.
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Fig. 3. Type II axes with tangs: 1. Michatowo, Aleksandréw Kujawski district; 2. Opole, Opole district; 3. Sadidw, Rypin
district, 4-5. Zary, Zary district; Unknown site (collection of the Archaeological Museum in Cracow).

Aleksandréw Kujawski powiat, (fig. 3:1) another
axe of this type was accidentally discovered by
means of a metal detectot. According to its finder,
the weapon was lying directly below the surface
of the old road®. The last large battle axe with
tang presented in this paper can be found in the
collection of the Archaeological Museum in
Cracow (fig. 3:6). Unfortunately, the origin of this
find remains unknown®,

Like in the case of Type I, some of the axes
belonging to Type II possess certain unique cha-
racteristics. For example, the object from Micha-
towo has a blade shaped in such a way that it looks
like a bearded axe. The damaged specimen from
Zary is equipped with a ring used to attach the
tang to the haft. The find ofiunknown provenance
has two fragmentarily preserved rivets on its mas-

% The Director and the Archaeological Departament of
the Historical Museum in Sanok would like to express their
gratitude to Mr Wtodzimierz Zduhczyk from Warsaw for
presenting the Museum with finds from Michatéw.

% The authors wish to thank Elzbieta Chochorowska,
MA, Joanna Arct and Radostaw Liwoch, MA, from the
Archaeological Museum in Cracow for permission to use
this find and the specimen from Pukarzéw.
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sive bar (used instead of a tang) which were also
used as a fixing device. The other find from Zary
has a wide fan-shaped blade, corresponding to
that of Type 1. However, lack of a distinct neck,
a short tang as well as the overall proportions sug-
gest that the weapon in question belongs to Type
1%, Four round points can be seen on the tang of
the axe from Opole. They may be interpreted as
either ornamental details or openings for attaching
the haft (?)®, Flnally, the find from Sadiewo has
a clearly lengthened tang.

The chronology of Type 1I is difficult to es-
tablish. The battle-axe from Zary is relatively
easy to date, as it was discovered among items
dating back to the first half of the fourteenth cen-
tury. The other, unpublished, find coming from
the same site can be dated by means of analysis of

% The possibility that the find is a transitory form between
type I and type II cannot be excluded. However, because ofi
the fact that only one such specimen has been unearthed so
far, it has not been classified as transitory type V11,

% This solution was suggested by A. Kita i A. Kokowski;
who, however, mention only three openings for rivets,
A. Kita, A. Kokowskii, Znalezidlkw ze ‘Starego Saanu....,
p. 355.
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the archaeological layer where it was discovered.
The layer is tentatively dated to the end of the
thirteenth and the beginning of the fourteenth
century. The axe from Michatéw was found to-
gether with a Type IV/1 horseshoe (after J. Kaz-
mierczyk)®. Because of the random character of
the find, the author can only tentatively date the
find at the second half of the thirteeath or the
fourteenth centufy. Regrettably, the specimen
from Sadiow cannot be dated precisely. The au-
thors of the present paper place it among objects
broadly dated at the end of the fourteenth of the
first half of the seventeenth century.®® Further,
eonstruetion layer Ne. 1 in Opele is broadly dated
at the peried between the feurteenth eentury and
pest-faedieval times*. Using the well-dated find
frem Zary as the referenee peint, the remaining
speeimens ean Be roughly assigned te the same ef
similar peried. Type 11 is hardly ever feund ek
side Poland. One of the searee foreign artifaets
published iA the seientifie literature 1§ & battle-axe
estning frem the regien east of Lake Bailal. 1 has
a well preserved hatt and 2 Blade lengthening up-
wards. tnfertunately, the find is net [Bf861§81y
dated: The fact that W. Swigtestawskd placss this
Weapen 2Mmeng nemad aceessores of the EW%H%HZ:
fouFteenth centuries implies this 8Hf88818§¥ﬁ2:
A simllar axe connected with the Monga! &xpan-
SI8A was discovered HHHHE the excavations ear-
Fled ut at e strongheld OF Stara Razania, Razan
oplast, Russta: 1t Is Characierized By 2 deeply et
Blade, distinet Q}B the Batiom, and & shor neck
sotned I8 Ifs fang=

Kk*k

In the majority of publications the objects
discussed in the present paper are identified as
axes. Of course the term is to be considered as
hypothetical. Axes are classified as shock weapons

¥ J. Kazmierczyk, Podkomy na Slgske...., p. 73.

Y9 E. Dziubek, L. Kajzer, Kultura materiabma.., ip 2005.

4 K. Wachowski, Sredniowiaaznes broi miotajaea na
Slasku w Swietlle znalleriné: na Ostréwiku w Opolu (Medieval
Projectife-Throwing Wagpons in Silesia in the Light of Flinds
ffom Ostréwek in Opole), ‘Archeologia Polski’, vol. 27,
1982, plate I.

% W. Swigtostawski, Uzbrojenie Karamwmikéw

Wielkiego Stepuw..., p. 38, plate XV:5; by the same author,
Arws and armour..., p. 55, plate XV:5.

and the specimens discussed here are not equipped
with the most characteristic part of a shock weapon,
the head. Nonetheless, the use of this term seems
well justified because of the main function per-
formed by these objects, which was also decisive
in the case of other axes. It is not surprising that in
the majority of publications dealing with this
category of arms, the authors had difficulty inter-
preting and classifying the finds. In the ancient
literature sueh weapons used to be wrongly iden-
tified as halberds™. Discussing the artifact frem
Zary, J.T. Newinski argues that it was a specia-
lized axe-shaped knife made of thin sheet metal,
used for eutting skins and leather. L. Beleredi,
Z. Méehureva and M. Slivka interpret the spesi-
nens eeming from Czech and Slevakian tefritory
in a similar way®.

According to another interpretation, axes ofi
this type coming from western Ukraine were the
prototypes of the broad axe (berdish). S. Terskiy,
the author of this hypothesis, negates their poten-
tial economic functions. Further, he supports the
hypothesis that axes were two-handed weapons
with a long haft. In addition, the large size of the
axe suggests that the weapon was used mainly by
the infantry and not the cavalry®, Unfortunately,
the above hypothesis seems uneconvinecing. All
broad axes are equipped with classical sockets
and mestly asymmetrical blades supported by the
haft beeause of the twe-handed character of the
weapen’’. Thus, any attetnpts at establishing con-
festions between the twe categeries of finds are
Righly tentative theugh the pessibility that they
exist annet be ruled eut®.

“ E. Dabrowska, Studia nad. osadhictiverm..,, p. 67;
Ya. Nikolowa, Domasthmyat: bit i vyaoryeziieméso, pp. 295,
369; V. Ne she va, Metalootmalhoteare.., 188300 AAKK 43,
A. Kokowskii, Znaleziskoze ‘StemegoSany’...,p. 355; A. Ko-
siorek, ‘Dwér na kopew'...,., p. 231.

1. Belcredi, Zemédhlige a Femselhiaié..,, p. 419; by
the same author, Terminologie, tFidéni a kéd. sstiadovékych
kovovjth piredingtfy, ‘Archaeologia Historica’, vol. 14, 1989,
p. 454, plate 5:2.19; Z. Méchurowv4, Zeleznt predméty...,
p. 154; M. Slivka, Clovekakbo kompozttum..,, p. 52.

#38.V. Terskiy, Arctheolbggaddbbi. -pp. 54; S. Terskiy,
Z istorvy ukrainskoy...,, pp. 18-19.

4 H. Seitz, Blamkwmaiffm 1, Braunschweig 1965, pp.
241-243, abb. 154:1, 159-160, 299-300.

4 The find from Holovno presented by the author seems
to be closely related to broad axes. Its decorative (?) turned
up blade top may have served as a support on the haft,

% A. R. Artemev, Problemywyddlediva., ppl489i83:2.2. S. Terskiy, Z istoriy ukrainskoy..,, fig. 1:13.
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K. Wachowski is of the opinion that the ob-
ject from Opole performed a symboli¢ funetion.
The researcher considers it a purely artistie artl-
fact and negates its battle oF practieal funetions:
8.V. Kiselev andR-a. Merpert peregive the fine-
tien of the Karakerum axe in a similar way®. Alse
L. Kajzer exeludes the pessibility that the axe
from Sadiéw was used in battle and interprets the
find as a earpenter’s hatchet®. A. Kita and A. Ke-
keweki disagres With the absve statements, arguing
that the axe may have perfermed a military fune-
tion: Having a relatively bread blade and a shert
haft, it must have been as effective as an axe
equipped With a elassieal seeket.®

Beeause of their shape, resembling medern
eheppers used for eutting meat, the finds in ques-
tien are sermetimes believed to have been used for
this purpese®. Altheugh the supporters of this
thesis have provided ne evidence, their interpreta-
tion is ot to be refuted. Axes which are similar iim
form have been discovered in Hungarian territory
and have been dated at the end of the thirteenth or
the fifteenth century. In this case, the main differ-
ence lies in the fact that the neck and tang were
placed at the bottom part of the lengthened blade.
Sometimes the specimens mentioned above have
parts analogous with the axes discussed in the
present paper, for example a snail-shaped eye,
hook or hoop iron®. Further, similar, fourteenth
or fifteenth century artifacts have been discovered
in Slovakia®. Probably, both categories of finds
had similar ancestors and at least part of the ob-

4 K. Wachowskii, Milivarii 2 grodi...., p. 17; S. V. Ki-
selew, N. Ya. Merpett, Zhelezaye | chugammye..,, p. 206.

% E. Dziubek, L. Kajzer, Kultura materialna..,, . 202.

' A. Kita, A. Kokowskii, Znalkzitdn ze ‘Siarego
Sanu'’..,, p. 355. In extreme cases, such axes were classified
as throwing weapons. This interpretation, however, seefis
improbable because of the poor stability and relatively large
size of a great number of finds — cf.: Viiesowy keatalog...,
p. 18 —iiemn. 14,

5 B. Balcer, J. Machnik, J. Sitek, Z ypradziejéw
Roztioeza..,, p. 88; S. Kalagate, Sprawerthmeée 2z hada....

% L. Holi, N. Paradi, Das mittelaltentittiee Dorf
Sarvally, ,Fontes Archaeologici Hungariae’, 1982, abb. 20,

% D. Caplovi&, E. Javorsky, Archeolbgitkky wiskim
prafiinegj stredovelie/ architeltiury v Pavianaeth, ,,Archeo-
logické vyskumy a nélezy na Slovensku v roku 1982”, Nitra
1983, pp. 70-71, fig. 301:11; Z. Drenko, Zaniknuisi ko-
stolwdl peanastt’ vo Svodiive, ,,Zbornik Slovenského Nérod-
ného Muzea”, vol. 96 — Archeologia 12, 2002, p. 124, fig.
14: 1.
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jects presented here functionally corresponded to
choppers®,

kKK

Generally speaking, the chronological frame-
work of this category of finds extends over the
thirteenth and the fourteenth centuries. However
anumber of questions have remained unanswered:
When, which way and how did they reach Polish
territory? Is their appearance a result of a direct
invasion or an import? Are they a loeal product
being a consequence of a foreign idea? Having at
our disposal only very scarce and dubious seurees,
the above guestions seem difficult to answer.
A, Kita and A. Kekowski’s hypethesis abeut the
possible conrection between the axes discussed
here and the ninth-tenth eentury Magyars dees
not seern plausible™. The authers based their as-
surptien upen the find from Przemysl, whieh i§
the enly evidenee of the fast that tanged axes were
used by the Magyars. Ne sueh ebjests of, at least,
sifilar artifaets are mentiened i cORIGMpBIArY
reeerds and inventery lists of the peeple of the
Pannenian plain>’. Aceording t6 ansther hypethe:
sis fermulated By the same researchers absut
Bulgarian speeimens, axes with tangs might have
appeared in the Bulgarian 1ands as 8 result of 66A-

5 A fiind equipped with a suspension opening unearthed
at the foot of Wzg6rze Patiskie, on the western side of the
Market Square, in Gniezno, Gniezno powiat, seems to con-
firm this hypothesis. It was classified as an axe or butcher’s
chopper, and approximately dated at the 17th century,
T. Sawicki,/7Il 62. Toporek — tasak rzezniezy (An Axe —
A Buichiesis’s Choppee))), [in:] Wielkopaliika bra¢ cachowa
w okresie staropolbiiim. Kavelog wystawy (The Guild
Fellous of Great Polandi in the Old Polisth Peviod. The
Exhiigitinm Catalogue), Gniezno, p. 104, 111.62. A similarly
dated find (16th-17th century) with an opening in the neck
comes from the village of Kolki, Voliniska obl., Ukraine.
The interesting thing is that this axe had never been covered
with earth and, most probably, comes from the armouty of
one of the Volyn castles, S, Terskiy, Z istoFiy (MeaHSHSY ...,
fig. 4:20. Another specimen, equipped with a shoeft hanidle,
which comes from Sienkiewicze, Polesie distriet, is knewn
from the monumental werk by K. Meszynski, where it is
referred to as a chopper, K. Moszytiski, Kultura: Audowa
Stowirin (The Folieie of the Stavs), vel. 1, Warszawa 1967,

p. 192,
% A. Kita, A. Kokowskii, Znalezitiw ze ‘Starego
Sanu ..., p. 358.

S Cf eg.: The Ancientr Humganianss. Evibition
Catalogue, ed. 1. Fodor, Budapest 1996.
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tacts with Bulgarians living in the region of the
Volga River, who found themselves under Mongol
rule after 1236% that is the time when the finds
from Tyrnovo and Cherven were in use. A. Kita
and A. Kokowski indirectly suggest that part of
them ran away to Bulgaria as a result of the
Mongol invasion. Although the above hypothesis
seems much more plausible, no archaeological
evidence has been discovered in the reglon of the
Veolga River to support this assumption™,

Thus we arrive at the fundamental issue of
our discussion: Was this form of weaponry of
Asian provenance and if so, how did it reach
Poland? In the light of hitherto established facts
and the research outcorme, it is impossible to quote
any examples of finds which might be a starting
form for axes in Polish territory. The ffasttthatagip
of such artifacts appeared east of the Ural Moun-
tains® and thelr tang-like form suggest that the
objects were of foreign erigin, which has already
been polnted out by several researchers publishing
their finds®. A.R. Artemev's findings seem to
eonfirm the abeve assumption. The researeher
published twelve, mestly unknewn, finds recerd-
ed in the tefritery esnguered by the Mengels and
Dzungar peeple. Aceerding 8 his hypethesis,
these axes were net of Mengel prevenanee But
were made By the Dzungar peeple and appeared
in Eastern Eurepe during the Tatar invasien®.
Examining the distributien of these finds in
Central and Eastern Eurepe, ene eemes e the
eenelusien that the majerity of the eBjeets (sxespt
the finds from Berdwel, Ludwinew, Michatéw,

5% S. Krakowskii,, Polskka w walce z najazdamii tatar-
skimi w XMW w.{Poland's Strugglle agaimst the Tatar
Tnvasionss in the 13th Century), £6dZ 1956, p. 56.

% The inventory record of one of the most important
settlement centres of the Volga Bulgarians lacks analogous
or at least similar finds — Bilyara, P. Sh. Huzim, Predmety
vooruztiemyay, [in:] Kulvwa Bilyara. Buligarsidee orudya tru-
da i oruziie IX~qTNwy., A. H. Halikowv ed., Moskva 1985,
pp. 130-29.

% S. V. Kiselev i N. Ya. Merpert mention another
find coming from the Far East, discovered at the lguan
stronghold remains in Manchuria, connected with the Chin
epoch (1115-1234) — S. V. Kiselewv i N. Ya. Merpert,
Zhelezmye chugummyee..,, p. 206.

6 B. Balcer, J. Machnik, J. Sitek, Z pradziejow
Roztocza...,p. 138; S. V. Terskiy, Archeologiyaddii..,, p. 54;
S. Terskiy, Z istoriy ukrainskoy...,, p. 19; A. Kita, A. Ko-
kowski, Znalezisiw ze ‘Starego Sanu'’..,, pp. 357-358.

& A. R. Artemew, Problemy vydelemiyaz..,, p. 149.

Pukarzoéw and Sadiéw, see below) were discove-
red on the thirteenth century route of Mongol
forces or in the regions which might have been
explored by the nomads. Undoubtedly, that was
the case with Rus finds. Both Halich and Vlodzi-
mierz Volynski were seized by force and the
whole duchy of Halich and Vlodzimierz was con-
quered before 24% December 12408, However,
the possibility that the finds were consequently
adopted in Rus, particulatly its western patt, can-=
fot be excluded. Acecording to S. Terskiy, they
were brought to Velyn in their final form by
Mongel troops and then spread across further
lands®. The situation is similar in the case of
Bulgarian speecimens. Centrary to the epinien ex-
pressed by A. Kita and A. Kekowski, they may
et be assigned te the Vielga Bulgarian pesple.
The seuree infermatien we have at eur dispesal
leads to the eenelusion that Tatar ferees were
present in Bulgaria as early as 1242 er 1243, dufing
their withdrawal frem Hungary, when Batu-
Khan's army made the 1eeal autherities of Tyf-
Reve (1) pay them a yearly tribute.®® Frem then
snwards, t8 1277, when the Tatars were sxpelled
from the esuniry during the fvaylle's rebellien,
Bulgrian rulers remained under Tariar domina-
tien: These wide and varied eontacis Betweeh
them may have led 18 the appsaranee of this form
of finds In the Bulgarian lands®.

Comparing a map of the distribution of tan-
ged axes in Polish territory with the routes of the
thirteenth century Tatar invasions prepared by
S. Krakowski and W. Swietostawski®, numerous
correlations can be noticed. Moreover, on the ma-
jority of sites other finds of undoubtedly eastern
provenance were unearthed, which may plausibly
be considered as Mongol products. Thus, both

8 S. Krakowskii, Polska w walce..., p. 64; B. Wio-
darski, Polska i Ru§ 1194-U340) (Polamd/ and Rus N4~
1340), Warszawa 1966, pp. 119-120; T. Jasiniski, Pzenwany
hejrat (A Broken Bugle Call), Krakéw 1988, p. 16.

8 S, Terskiy, Z istoriy ukrainséoy...,, p. 19.

% S. Krakowskii, Polska w walce...,, p. 153; T. Wasi-
lewski,, Historia Buligariii (A History of Buligaria)), Wroctaw
1988, p. 95.

% Notably, V. Nesheva suggested that the find dis-
covered in Temple No. 9 at the stronghold of Cherven could
have been a trace of an encounter, V. Neshewva, Metalo-
obratboisante yawellistre..,pp. 183.

¥ S. Krakowskii, Polbkea w walke..., maps 4 i 5;
W. Swietostawskii, Archeollogiozmee slady..., fig. 51.
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axes found in Trzepiecimy, together with a speat-
head with tang, should be regarded as nomad ob-
jects, A number of artifacts of Tatar origin eome
from nearby Bondyrz-Felwark, Zamesé pewiat.
The village of Trzepeciny lies on the probable
route of the Mongel invasions: Therefore, the as-
sumption that axes from this place are traees of
the first thirteerth eentury Tatar invasion™ er rath:
¢F of 6Re of the Feconnaissance Missions sent in
January and February of 1241 seems plausibie®.

That is alse the ease with the find from
Brzemyél. Heads of varieus types unearthed at the
eleventh-thirteenth century strongheid in Przemys|
Were elassified by W. Swigtestawski as ebjeets of
Remad erigin’. Altheugh the town was never men-
tiened in reeords eontaining aceounts of nomad
iAviasiens, it is undeubtedly situated in the zone of
direet infiltration by Tatar troops during the second
(1259-1260) and the third (1287-1288) invasions
of Poland, which was emphasized by A. Kita and
A. Kokowski, dating the object at the second half
of the thirteenth century™, The random character
of the find, the skeletons of a horse (and probably
of a man) as well as an object resembling a spear-
head (?) discovered next to it confirm the assump-
tion that the axe was lost in warfare.

The connection between the axes found and
the exact dates of nomad invasions ought to be
stressed here. It should, however, be borne in
mind that like the Ukrainian sites, both places are
situated in the zone which from the year 1240 on-
wards may have constantly been infiltrated by the
Mongols and the finds may not be associated with
the Tatars’ presence in the Polish lands. This is the
territory of the Duchy of Volodimir and Halich,
which was conquered and subjugated by the
Tatars, whose rulers were obliged to pay tribute to
the khans. Consequenily, the finds may be dated
at the thirteenth, fourteenth and even the fifieenth
century. Also the above-mentioned find frem
Luchesk, unearthed in the vieinity of the so-called
Tatar Quarter, a neighbourheod inhabited By the
victorious riomads, dates baek te the fourteenth of

% B. Balcer, J. Machniik, J. Sitek, 2 pradzieiow
Roztoezar..., pp. 88-89, 138, 148, 54:4-6,

% W. Swietostawskii, Arciieolhgitznee $tady..., p. 19,
fig. 51.

" W. Swigtostawski, Archeologize Slady..., p. 54,
fig. 19#-d.

' A. Kita, A. Kokowskii, Znalezisho ze ‘Siarego
Sanw'...,, p. 358.
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the fifteenth century. S. Terskiy is of the opinion
that weapons of this type may have been brought
by their owners to the Halich-Volodimir lands as
early as the fourteenth century™,

The finds from Beszowa and Solec on the
Vistula, discovered near the routes of the Mongol
army of 1241 but already within the Polish duchies
are to be considered separately. As I said above
(note 18), the object from Beszowa was unearthed
together with other artifacts, which are regarded
by E. Dabrowska as possible remains of and early
medieval burial ground. According to this re-
searcher, the find in question dates back to a later,
medieval period. However, the possibility that all
the objects date from the same time cannot be ex-
cluded. A Type V¢ axe (afier A, Nadolski), which
is generally dated at the eleventh-twelfth eentury,
as well as the other finds, including a whotl made
of Ovruch slate, could have been in use at the time
when the axe with tang, mest probably of eastern
provenance, appeared in Beszewa. It was enly
about a dozen kilometers away that the Battle ef
Chrnilenik took place on 18% Mareh 1241. In the
battle, the Pelish army suffered a defeat, whish
fhade it pessible for the Tatars to head 6A for Era-
6ow". Thus, A. Majewski’s diseevery in Beszewa
fhay fet be a damaged Burial greund. The AUMErsHs
finds may be the remains of a settlement and the
ebjests Unearthed on the site May have Been seat:
tered as a result of an unexpeeted jneident, for
example the arrival and a sudden attack By 3 Tatar
military unit. OF egurse there is N8 evidence 18
suppert this hypethesis. OR the other Rand, the
find from Selec may enly indirectly be Q§§f%ﬁ8€i
e the Tatar invasions as stggested By Ifs chrenalagy:

The interpretation of specimens discovered
in Silesia seems to be much more complicaied.
However, a number of premises suggest that they
are connected with the Mongols. While the find
from Bedzin, dating back to the Late Middle Ages,
is of unclear provenance™, the artifact from Opole,
where two encounters with Tatar troops are knewn
to have taken place, is easier to classify. One of
the battles was won and the other lest by the forees
of Opole and Little Poland™. The writien reserds

2S. Terskiy, Z istoriy ukrainshay...., p. 19,

7 S. Krakowskii,, Polska w walce..., pp. 135-136; W.
Swiegtostawskii, Arciealbgitznee Slady..., p. 19.

* A. Rogaczewslka, Bedzim, p. 118,

7 S. Krakowskii, Polska w walce..., p. 139,
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are further confirmed by archaeological sources.
During the excavations conducted at Ostrowek in
Opole, two tiny, rhomboidal and fork-shaped no-
mad arrowheads, a bronze whip-end, shaped like
a bird’s head, as well as a horn plate, part of horse
harness, were unearthed®. The find in question
comes from layer 1, dated at the fourteenth century,
that is, at post-medieval times. Howevet, the unclear
stratigraphie situation of the site implies that the
object may have been moved from an earlier layer.
The story of the axes with tangs found in the
central part of the region on the Oder River ap-
pears to be the most interesting. Information about
the arrival of Tatar troops in south-western Poland
can be found in Anaalks by Jan Diugosz (Johannes
Longinus). The written records are further con-
firmed by archaeological sources. A small delta-
shaped arrowhead and a horn fragment of horse
harness, a butterfly nut (?), assoclated with the
Tatars were discovered in Wroetaw. A fork-shaped
arrowhead was unearthed in Strzegom™. After the

% W. Swietostawskii, Arcteslbgiizoee $lady..., pp.
50-51. Some of them, for example, the end of a whip han-
dle, were discovered in layers stratigraphically earlier than
the 13th century, which means tihat they should not be aute-
matically associated with his incident, M. Waoloszyn,
ObecnoSe ruska i skandinamsiiea w Polsee w XO8TT w. —
wybrare pioltlkmy (Rus and Scandinawiady Preseres in
Polang in the 10%-12" Centuries. Selecied! Problems)), fin:]
Wedrowka i etnogensray w stavozyinesidi | Sveadiiowieczy
(Travel and EWwegenesiss in Awiguity and the Migdédle
Ages), ed. E, M. Salamen, J. Strzelezyk, Krakéw 2004, pp.
262-263.

7 W. Swietostawskii, Arciienlbgitznee..,, pp. 70-73;
C. Busko, Dzwom z Nowegw Torgu Swiadketvesm pobytu
Tataréow we Wiraclawiu? (The Bel fiam Nowy Targ as
Evidenee of the Tatars 'Stay in Wirackaw?), [in:] Audnaologia
et histovi Urbana, Elblag 2004, pp. 529-534. Theoretically
the assumed fragment of an axe with tang fund in Wroctaw
might be associated with the Tatar invasion of 1241,
However, the fragmentary character of the find makes us
take a very cautious approach.

7 This find was accidentally discovered during works
conducted at the stronghold in Strzegom. W. $wigtostawski
associates the artifact with the Mongol invasion, W.
Swiegtostawslkii, Arcleollgitznee $lady..., p. 58. M. Jahn,
A. Nadolski and, most recently, K. Jaworski, on the other
hand, suggest an early medieval chronology, M. Jahn, Die
Skyte in Schllesizm, ‘Schlesiens Vorzeit in Bild und
Schrifi’, Neue Folge 9, Breslau 1928, p. 22; A. Nladolski,
Studar nad uzbrojenizim polskiim WX XV | XV wieku (Studies
in Polisth Avws and Avwour- in the 10", 11% apd 120
Centuries)), £6dz 1954, plate XXI:6; K. Jaworskii, Grody
w Sudletaelh (VITT=-Xw) ) (Strongihelids in the Sudety Minuniains
(8"-170" Centuries)), Wroclaw 2005, pp. 68-69, fig. 18.

Battle of Legnica, on April 9" 1241, Tatar troops
ravaged southern Lusatia and their reconnais-
sance unit reached as far as Saxony. Although
written records provide no information on Tatar
missions sent northwards, the assumption that
such expeditions took place seems probable in the
light of the most recent, though scarce, discove-
ries made at Witkéw, Zagan powiat, Zielona Gora,
Zielona Gora powiat, and Krosno Odrzanskie,
Krosno Odrzariskie powiat.

A single arrowhead with tang was found on
each site. A forked, leaf-shaped arrowhead un-
earthed in the fourteenth century layer and resem-
bling group XIII (after W. Swigtostawski), classified
as Tatar”, comes from the excavations of a knight
station at Witkéw. It may only be noted that de-
spite the fact that such heads are widely regarded
as nomad objects, they were in widespread use in
Western Europe as well. Therefore, the prove-
nianece of particular forms remains an open gues-
tien. A small delta-like, leafeshaped arrowhead
eofmes from the excavations condueted iA Li-
sewskiego Street i the Market Square in Zielena
Géra. 1t was feund in the eatliest layer, dated at
the mid feurteenth eentury, en the basis of the
fragments 6f eerafnies it eontained. This layer
fhay be s@ﬁ§1aef@a remains of an aneient iriga-
tien system™. The ebjest eeuld be slassified as an
arrewhead B@leﬁglﬁg te greup 1 (after W. Swig-
tostawsaki)™. Abeut a dezen §ueh finds have Been
diseavered in the Balish 1ands.* The mest recent
find of probable nermad pravenanee eomes ffem
the exeavatiens earried 8ut at the Piast eastle in

® W. Swigtostawskii, Archealbgitzoee Slady..., pp.
87-88.

# The authors would like to thank P. Dziedzic, MA, and
S. Katagate, MA, for permission to use material from their
unpublished excavations, Kistepne wyniki bada matowni-
czych przeprawveadooyebh w Zielonsgj Gorze, stam. 18, wiykop
XW (Introductory Resulls of the Rescue HExoanations
Conducted] in Zielora: Géra, Site 18, Dig XIV)), a typewrit-
ten copy at the archive of the Archaeological Museum of
the Central Oder Region, 2000.

8 W. Swiectostawski, Archeclbgjozmee Slady..., pp.
75-717.

). Ginalski, P. N. Kotowicz, EVementty wzbrojenia
i oporzadenian jeritisakkiego z grodziska weezssnabradmio-
wieczrego ,,Horodjszaze?” w Trepczy, pom. Sanok, stam. 2
(Pieces of Horse Harmess and Arwour ffierm the Early
Medieval! Stronghollll Wanedfszozet’ in Trepcza, Sanok
Powiiat;, Site 2), “Materialy i Sprawozdania Rzeszowskiego
Osrodka Archeologicznego”, vol. 25, 2004, p. 214.
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Krosno Odrzanskie®. This find, unearthed in the
layers dating back to the mid thirteenth century,
was classified as group XIV (after W. Swieto-
stawski)®. Similar heads with linear tangs (Type 2)
were also published by T. Kempke, who described
them as specimens of northern provenance®,

No evidence confirming the Tatar interpreta-
tion of the objects mentioned above can be found
in Jan Dlugosz’s chronicle. The chronicler says
that Jadwiga and her court moved from Trzebnica
to Krosno, where she stayed undisturibed! while
the Tatars ravaged the Silesiam lands*®. However,
it ought to be borne in mind that Dlugosz’s ac-
count was written over two hundred years after
the events of 1241. This is why the issue of the
reliability of this record, particularly of the de-
scription of the war with the Tatars, has frequently
been raised and discussed®. A small Tatar unit
could have arrived in the vicinity of Krosno but
seeing the well fortified town, the invaders re-
treated.

Also the axes found in Zagahn and Gubin
might be evidence of Tatars’ presence in Lower
Lusatia. These iron finds are richly incrusted with
silver with a copper base and on both sides deco-
rated with zoomorphic ornamentation in the form
of an aurochs. They had been dated at different
periods, but in 1996 an analogous axe was uf-
earthed in barrow No.7 in the village of Olen-
Koledez, on the Den, Veronezh oblast, in the
grave of a Mengol warrior, dated at the secend

8 p. Dziedzic, Elementty uzbrojenia i quotzgdzenia
jRtttitekkiggo z badat na zawt piastovsktim w Krosnie
Odrzaiisiiim {Pieces of Horse Havnasss and Mvmoaur-ificom the
Excanaiiinss at the Piast Castle in Kroswo (Wiltzafiskie),
»Sprawozdania Archeologiczne”(forthcoming).

¥ W. Swietostawskii, Archealbgitznee $lady..., pp.
88-89.

% T. Kempke, Starigandl/Oldenibung. Hauptthung der
Slawem in Wagrien. 111. Die Waffen des 8-13. Jdahhiuatierss,
Neumiinster 1991, pp. 27-29.

5% foammiss Diugessiii Amalks sew Chronicae Mclicti
Regwii Polomiarz, 1ib. VII, K. Pieradzka, D. Turkowska ed.,
Warszawa 1975, s. 19.

¥ M. Cetwinskii, Co wiemy o bitwie pod! Lagnica?
(What Do Wie Know about the Battle of Legriar?), ‘Acta
Universitatis Wratislavensis. Historia L’, No. 800, 1985, p.
78, W. Korta, Problemy bitwy legnickiey i stam badan
(Problems Connectetti with the Battle of Legniia: and the
Reseawcih Resulls)), [in:] Bitwa Jegnicka. Historia: i fradycja
(The Battle of Legniens. History and Tradition), W. Korta
ed., Wroclaw-Warszawa 1994, pp. 7-10.
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half of the thirteenth or the beginning of the four-
teenth century®. The find from Olen-Kolodez
seems to have been part of the loot brought to the
Steppe from Central Europe. If that were the case,
this situation would be the reverse of the one dis-
cussed above: A European object discovered in
a nomad environment. The very form of the artifact
is suggestive of such an interpretation. A bearded
axe, characteristic of Central Europe®, was un-
known among the nomad people in question, who
preferred narrow-bladed pickaxes®,

The discovery of these specimens and the
axes from Zary seems to suggest that a small Tatar
unit reached Lusatia and the region lying along
the central part of the Oder River. The damage
caused by this invasion must have been relatively
slight, because no mentions referring to it are to
be found in the records. The expedition could
have taken place after the Battle of Legniea, when
the Polish forces were scattered, which made it
possible for the enemy to plunder neighbeuring
territory. The above situation may have lasted for
almest a month, until abeut May 10%, 12415,

The find from Swiebodzin is difficult to in-
terpret. The site is situated about 40kms to the
north of Krosno and Zielona Goéra, where Tatar
finds were unearthed. On the one hand, this dis-
tance could be covered in a day, but on the other,
the Tatar unit heading for Swiebodzin weuld have
had to cross the Oder River, which was a daunting
task at that time of the year beeause of low water
temperature and high water level caused by the
faelting snew.

The finds coming from Sadiéw, Michatéw,
Ludwinéw, Pukarzew and Bordwek ate to be exa-

8% K. Yu. Efimov, Zoloteandinskee pagnetienyza iz mo-
gilnitka Olen-Kolladtzz, ,Donskaya Arheologiya’, vol. 3-4,
1999, pp. 93-108; also cf.: F. Biermanm, Miitislalerliche
Kriegranusrstumgg mit  der Darstelling: eines gehdrien
Tieres, Waffen- und Kostumkunde. Zeitschrift fur Waffen-
und Kleidungsgeschichte’, vol. 1, 2002, pp. 63-79; K. Rad-
datz, Prunasite — Zeugnisse des Mongelrnnigdlis nach
mineleasopa;, ,Archaologisches Korrespondenzblatt’, vel.
32, 2002, pp. 295-310; M. Woloszyn, Obecnosé ruska i skan-
dynawsiia..,, note. 29,

¥ A. Nadolskii, Studtia nad uzbrojerizm..,, pp. 46247,

% Cf.: W. Swietostawskii, Arms and armout..., plate
XIV: 1-3.

%1 Cf.: loammiis Diugassiii Anmalks seu Chronicae Maclicti
Regii Pollonizez, 1ib. VII, Warszawa 1974, ed. K. Pieradzka,
p. 19, note. 41.
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mined separately. They were all unearthed far
away from the thirteenth century Tatar routes and
thus can hardly be associated with the Tatar inva-
sion. It should only be noted that among the ob-
jects discovered during the excavations conducted
at the castle in Sadiéw, a needle-like, armout-
plercing arrowhead, classified as type XIV (after
W. Swigtostawski) was found®, Regrettably, lack
of any data concerning the siratigraphy and dating
of the artifacts makes it impossible for the re-
searcher to formulate any plausible hypotheses.

%k

The above-quoted hypotheses might be con-
sidered evidence of the presence of Tartar troops
in the area where they were found. However, this
does not mean that the axes were brought and
then lost by the Tatars themselves. In the majority
of cases analysed here, tanged axes may be re-
garded as local weapons connected with the Tatars
or nomads, particularly because of their four-
teenth-fifteenth century chronology. The reasons

% W. Swietostawskii, Archeollgitznee Slady..., pp.
88-89. It was wrongly identified by L. Kajzer as an angular
tanged bolthead, E. Dziubek, L. Kajzer, Kultwa mate-
rialna...,, p. 199, fig. 29:8.

for this phenomenon cannot be plausibly ex-
plained. The examination of other finds of Tatar
provenance leads to the conclusion that the locals
may have become familiar with such axes and
adapt them to suit their needs. The assumption
that part of these objects were taken as loot seems
equally credible. Consequently, they were consi-
dered as valuable and remained in the possession
of their owners as status symbols or for sentimen-
tal reasons. This is why they were unearthed only
in fourteenth and fifteenth century layers. As far
as the funetien performed by the group of finds in
guestion is eoncerned, it seems that axes of this
type, originally used in warfare, subseguently be-
éame everyday ebjests. Henee, the widespread
epinien that they were a kind of butcher's axes.

The present article is only an attempt to out-
line the issues connected with this category of
finds. More detailed data can be provided by a com-
prehensive publication of specimens coming from
across the eastern border of Poland and a discovery
of new sources, which would verify the hitherto
existing hypotheses and above-quoted opinions.
Although pioneering research has already been
condueted, many fundamental questions remain
unanswered.

Translated by Zuzamnm Fedlovske-Parra

21



PIOTR N. KOTOWICZ, ARKADIUSZ MICHALAK






