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PEASANTS IN THE MEDIEVAL BOHEMIAN ARMY

One should start offwith a brief assessment of
the present research output. However, this cannot
be done in an unambiguous way. Allfixough tieare exist
a few studies which are syntheses of the Czech mi-
litary sciencet, many crucial issues have not been
extensively researched yet and therefore the num-
ber of relevant monographs is still small and insuffi-
cient. This gap becomes especially paitiful wihen omne
has to do with two different poiits of view: fhe imte-
rests of a social history researcher on the one hand
and the needs of a specialist in military accessories
on the othet. Certainly, the above situation is not a
coincidence as far as the subject of this paper is
concerned. It is known that peasants were not a
social group readily described in medieval sources,
which naturally dealt with the life of various types of
elites. Besides, the very terminelogy of stieh doeu-
nents provides a reader with aumerous interpreta-
tien difficulties. Uidiar the G HauMHAnsss, Acaniig-
fative study seems to be of vital impertanee. The
author should consider both the numerous similari-
ties and differences in the social development of
European countries and thus find all fhe missing liviks
in the ehain ef conclusions.

From quite a broad perspective, a thesis that
the main stages of the Bohemian military science in
the Middle Ages reflect some of the rules known to
us from other countries of Central and Western Eu-
rope seems to be acceptable. The most important
element, which is decisive with respect to this and
many other aspects of Bohemia’s uniqueness is Hus-
sitism, which will be dealt with below.

The fundamental narrative source concerned
with the state of the first Premyslid rulers, as well as
earlier times, is the chronicle by the Prague canon

LCfF. K i st, Xithecné dgjiny ceskoslovensie din
roku 1526, Prague 1937; O. F rankembberge r, Pod orlicy, ivem
a kalicthemn, vol. 1, Prague 1938; P. C h o ¢, Smwcem a stitem. Ceské
rané ffudabi! vojenstii, Prague 1967; Mgjenské déjiny Ceskaslo-
venska Mo the yearr 1526/, vol. I, ed. Z.Prochazka, Prague 1985.

Kosmas®, which contains much information about
the military accessories and the social context. At
that time the Bohemian army must have been com-
posed of a permanent crew and the levy in mass,
including broader groups of the population. Undo-
ubtedly the inhabitants of hamlets and villages were
part of the second body, but their participation is
hard to trace, especially because of the above-
mentioned complicated andffiequentlymisleading
terminology ofthe source. General expressions siich
as all the Czadins " and’ tirewluitciR dleemiararmngy™
are used by Kosmas to denote exclusively the du-
ke’s team. On the other hand, the term "Boemii” is
understood to mean the feudal class, that is to say,
the so-called "political nation™. In a patrimonial
state the freeholders seem to have constituted an
important group of the population, which provided
the country with infantrymen. Theirrolle, however,
might have been gradually reduced in the eleventh
and twelfth centuries and consequently the group
split into those who could become knights and no-
blemen and those who were reduced to the rank
of peasanits. The decreasiing importance ofjpeasanis
appears to be connected with numerous changes
and transformations within the army, inchiding the
growing importance ofthe hokse on the battlefield.
Nonetheless, there were Aumerous opportunities
to use footmen armed with prejectile weapens in
defensive warfareantlguattilleaatiditiesitiertent),
elevenith and twelfth centiuries. IRSllevaiGauEasate
searee. But there were situations where peasants

X Cosmae Pragensiss chromita Boemanum, ed. B Bret-
h o0 1z, Momumentza Germamiare Histtonitag, Scriptaness Rerum
Germamiizancw, Nova sevies;, vol. I, Berlin 1923; cf.: D. Tres-
tik, Kosmowa kronidkar. Studiie kgavéditkinn ceského dibiapisectvi
a politickédioo myslenii, Prague 1968, by the same author, Ko-
smas, Prague 1972,

3Cf.:B. K r zemiieefifs la a, Kronika Kosmasa: jako
Zrodlly do dziejomw wojskowatss (Kosmas' ® Chronicle as a Sour-
ceffur the Histony of the Miliiaury Seienes)), Studiia 1 matevialiy do
Hisiewiii wojskomessdi, vol. VI, part 2, 1960, p. 79.
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took part in expeditions to foreign countries. Such
soldiers might have joined Boleslav the Brave’s
army marching to Kiev and the army of Bretislav I,
who attacked Poland. Kosmas’ term "populus” is
not unambiguous either?. A bit latet, in 1068, du-
ring the preparations for the expedition to Poland,
Duke Vratislav gathered his team and the units ef
his brothers, commeses and priests with their fetiny-
65 and exereltus (the Latin term miaht have dene-
ted villagers, at least partly)’.

We do not have at our disposal many records
documenting the participation of the infantry in
Czech campaigns. According to the works by
Thietmar and Gall, the phenomenon was mmuch camm-
moner in Poland, especially in the numerous wars
with Germany®. It must, however, be remembered
that this is a source picture, which might differ alot
from the real one. In the eleventh century, the in-
fantry was used in heavy fighting in, among olhers,
Austria and Saxony, to mention only the Central
Eurepean area. In 1075, in the Battle of Hamburg
the massive participation of peasants did not save
the Saxen foreestightigagainst the Exmperor Hemry
1V, assisted By the Czeeh Duke Vratislav, from lo-
sifng the battle. In his work, a Saxen chronicler was
very critical 6f peasants’ railitary skills’. A few years
later, in 1082, a battle was fought near Mailberg, in
Austria, where seme Czeeh troops faced the army
of Austrian Duke Leapeld, ameng whese soldiers
there were Many easual villagets, ineluding pig and
66w shepherds®. The Austrians suffered a defeat
and, in eenseguenee, administrative decrees were
issued whieh Banned drafting eeuntryrmen. It was
Frederick | Barbaressa whe was espeeially eon-
cerned t8 limit the freedem to bear arms. He wah-
ted this te be a privilege of the nebility and kAi-
ghits. 1n 1162 he ferbade peasants te Use spears
and swerds and in 1186 he reminded them et t6
try 18 68pY kAights in that respest’. 1A the Middle
AQes greips 8ecHpying lewer pesitiens in the se-
eial hierarehy were frequenily banned from be-
afing arms. The bans affested beth peasants and

* Cosmae Pragemsiés, pp. 85 seqq.

5 [biclem, p. 114,

SThietm ari, Mersetfumpeniss episcopii, Chromicom, ed.
R. H o i zm @m m, Berlin GRS, pessim; Galli AAmomym i,
Cronica et gesia ducum sive princijum Polomamim, ed. C. M a-
1 e e zYyhssd i, Monumeniza Polanias: Historicay, Series nova, vol.
11, Cracow 1952, passim.

7See: P. C h o ¢, S mecem, pp. 408 seq.

¢ Cosmae Pragensiis, p. 132.

9 Momamemea Germamiaee Histovicaa, Leges 11, pp. 101,
185; cf.: S. E p p e r Leeiim, Dor Baver /im Bk dies Mitakidess,
Leipzig 1975, pp. 95 seq.
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townspeople'. They were of course caused by fear
of the loss of the privileged position of the tipper
classes. The class differences wiere viisittlke mot siiky
on the legal plane, but they also affected such ™ap-
pearance” attributes as dress, arms and armoutr, as
well as the right to bear arms. The nobility’s unwil=
lingness to give peasants the right to carry and use
arms often manifesied itself in guite an wnexpected
way. For example, the fourteenth century Austrian
chronicler Heinrich der Teichner claims that arisein
iron prices in the country was caused by the pe-
asants’ desire to possess arms'', A peasant’s place
is at the plough. This was one of the most popular
stereotypes in the Middle Ages.

Infantry forces of peasant origin became rare,
but they were still sometimes present on the battle-
field. Peasants took part in the great expedition to
Milan led by the Emperor Frederick I, assisted by,
among others, the Bohemian ruler Vladislav 11 in
1158, The chronicler Wincenty wirote, “many abai-
doned their work in the fields and took shields and
spears instead of the hoe and plough”)*2. Later on
the people will become bowmen i lialy. It gl e
added that helping the emperor did pay off, astlie
duke received the Czech Crown as a reward for
himself and his successors™.

An interesting case is Sobeslav II, one of the
heirs to the Czech throne. He was ajpaculliar gpigone
ofrulers building up their royal authority an tiresteang
of the support of the lower nobility and freeholders
(who were already scarce at that time), which bro-
ught him the nickname ofthe "peasant prince”™. He is
said to have distrusted the richer nobility during his
war expeditions. According to the chronicler Jar-
loch, the ruler liked to have a bigger number of poor
men (both footmen and mounted soldiers) in his
army™. The former must have beenfireeholderswho
served as infantiymen and the latter knights of lower
rank on horseback without their own units. Altho-

% Cf. for example: edicts for Venice [in:] E. Pavan,
Recthevatisss sur la nuit vénitiemez & la fin du moyen age, *Journal
of Medieval History” VII, 1981, No. 4, p. 343; by the same
author, Violence, soci et pounaiir & Viemice /XIV-XV/: forme et
évolution des ritueles urbaines, Mélanges de 1'Ecole Frangaise de
Rome, Moyen Age, Temps Modernes 96, 1984, pp. 908 seqq.

IS Epperlled hn2erBBauet,pp966.

" Btopiss Miwcencia, kanowniike kostela praziiéiy, Fontes
Rerum Bohemiizanam: 11, ed. J. E m Leery Freeguee] 8574 pyp 428sss1qy.

1. K ej 1, Korunovace Kered Midisisined ]| Cedekauo-
pis Historicky 88, 1990, pp. 641-660.

" bedppsis Jarlbotlag, opata kidstera milewsidebio. Fontes
Revum: Bohemicasunm 11, p. 468; cf.: J. K ej r, Béthmeen und das
Reicth unter Friedfichh 1, [in:] Erisiticoh Barturoesaa. Han-
dlungssiédisimee und Wirkungsweisorn des stausfeutieen Kaisers,
ed. A.Haverkam p, Sigmaringen 1992, pp. 263-273.
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ugh Sobeslav II ascended the throne thanks to the
Emperor Frederick I, the following incidents bro-
ught him into conflict with the powariullkar Hinl 1783,
in the South, Sobeslav had gathered a huge army
composed of knights and peasants and was waiting
for the emperor to attack. As the enemy did not ar-
five, Sobeslav came to the conclusion that Frede-
tiek Hiatithangettiismintaanthatgi itiiea
of invading Behemia. Therefore he dismissed his
arfy. The peasants, whe had to eefme back t6 theif
werl ifi the fields, where the fitsttolleane e Ay
But Frederick attacked a bit later ane easily defe-
ated the weakened enemy. However, oA June 23
1179, the twe menarehs et near Lodenice’®. Se-
beslav, who was perfectly aware of the fact that his
army, whieh was mestly compesed of peasants, c6-
uld Aet withstand an attaek By Frederisk’s eavalry,
ambushed the emperer's ioeps. The faid was a great
stieeess and many rieh men and knights, beth Ger-
fman and Czeeh, were killed in the smpersr's army:
Ameng them was Sezema, the father of the fametis
Hreznata, the blessed faunder of the Premenstra-
tensians’ menastery™. Histarians weuld eften won-
der abeut the reasen fer Sebeslav's fendness fer
peasants. V. Nevemw@@&ffﬁt@%mm fhatittyes
an attempt te limit the grewing influense of the Be-
Remian neBility Bﬁ wpsefﬂﬁ% the peasants'”. J. Pe-
kar argued that fhe menareh wanted te be 8 just
Fuller; whien Qéﬂiféﬁ@& fiself i his fondnsss fardhis
secial group™ . Aeesrding i ether regearehers, Se-
Beslav’s charasteristics plaved a significant Folehers:
Seme EPL;Q {8 present His metives as a sort af elass
stryggle’. Whatever the reasen, this %B%lﬂ@ﬂ gre-
Hp f@ Q@H%%%B@WW
i1 1180

Changes in the technique of fighting as well a5
the growing importance of the heavy cavalry de-
prived peasant infantry forces of their position. Pe-
asants, who were worse armed and often forced
to fight, diid not constitute a igh quallity zmmmy. Qu-
antity could not substitute for quality in this case.

2 Fuler devwn

5CE.: P.Choc, Boje 0 Prahu zafeadiiimy, Prague 1957,
pp. 187 seqq.

% Cf.: recently W. Iwanczak, Hroznata -~ muginowiedoa,
pielgrzym, fanditarr klasziorw (Hroznata - a Magnatte, a Pilgrim,
the Founder of a Monastenry), [in:] Klasztor w sgpoieczenstwie
$rediniowirezmym i nowozytmgrm (The Monastery in Medievall and
Modern Society), ed. M. D erwviicchh, A, FPoth®g~Lemarto
w i ¢z, Opole-Wroctaw 1996, pp. 355-363, where further litera-
ture.

Hy. Nowottmy, Ceske diiny, wall 1|, pratt 2, Pregue 10953,
pp. 1011 seqq.

). P ekar, Déjiny ceskoslovensike, Prague 1237, p. 18,

¥ See: P.C h o ¢, Boje 0 Prahu, p. 133,

Thus peasants mighthave perfammad emutteraffsuts-
sidiary functions. Ulftatturatsly rebdevanteonceszidamoot
provide suffficismtiirfarneationdionuttteem NdertHaddess
they had to join the army, but in the end, were often
dismissed before aumilitary aparationandtsd] witthweas
the case in, for instance, 1273%, The reason why a
ruler decided to employ peasants was asafiausians-
ce to the country. THue-was e case wiidh Nt e Lu-
xembourg, who in 345 attanjittatiiofirediitmsalfitom
an international alliance threatening the monareh. Hie
wanted to launch a full-scalle atiesk anPsltand andiis
plan required that there was peace of all the borders
(the ruler anticipated an attack from the direction of
Bavaria). His peasants were drafted ingo die Aty i
order to secure this section of the ficaniiet™.

Access to weapons was canditiomsd iy tie kel
situation and possession of arms was a privilege of
yeomen.. However, peasants | lixitgi intireocouiiyodiéen
had weapons at their disposal, which was usually, -
ugh not always, connected with the vatrious fiuaiwns
they performed, fior example, e post of guard, «is.
Weapons in the hands of peasantsfiiequentlyappeared
on the occasion of a rebellion. The members of nume-
rous gangs of robbers, who wiereagpeasilly adile:ato-
und the turn ofthe fourteenth century in the southern
parts of Bohemia and Moravia, also possessed and
used arms. This is met dfeppltace ftaroinaatiarandlysis
of this phenomenomn. It should, howewes, be pointed
out that the social sttt sffihese gangswaitetenndi-
derably (people ofhigh social standing also belonged
to those groups)™. The correspondence of the Cistier-
cian abbot of Vyssi Brod and his order supetiors te-
flects tie tiutmmoil sifthe contemporary world. The -
bot is sorty that he cannot arrive at the Ganerall Cliwp-
ter’s meeting in Citeaux because of constant unrest,
and particularly constant fights staried by our sulb-
jects and carried out in such a way that one can har-
dly pass through his land without his health and po-
ssessions being endangered”)®. Such phenomena

BV.Novotny, Ceské dijiny, wol. 1, a4, Prague 10537,
p. 268, footnote 1.

' Mjiemeké dejiny, p. 119.

2 Cf. especially the following works by E. Hloffmann
Kgmweage drobné véalky,zdsti a nasilmycth cint pred husitskou re-
voluei, [in:] Poeta akademitw Wéclavu Karéokovi k 70 nareze-
ningrm, Prague 1975, pp. 55-75; by the same author, Bojove druziny
pred husitskow revoluei na jiznii Morave, Jizni Morava 22, 1986,
pp. 99-116; by the same author, Bojové druziimy pret! husitskou
revoluci ve vychodniith Cechéch, Ceskoslovensky Casopis Hi-
storicky 33, 1987, pp. 75-104.

™\\yssi Brod, The Library, ms. 49, f. 115 ™...propter bella
intestina, quibus nostri domestici nos collidunt, ut vix aliquis in
bonis propriis transiré potest absque rerum periculo et perso-
ne...”, quotation after F. G r a u s, Dé&jiiny venkovskétho lidu v
Cechéeh v dobénedtibaitalske, vol. 11, Prague 1957, p. 525.

17



WOICIECH IWARICZAK

were of course severely criticized by moralists and
preachers. One of them, Johlin of Vodnany, says ifi
his "Postillia” that there have recently appeared a lot
ofbad and rebellious peasanits. Those people repla-
ce shares with swords against the biblical command-
ments, telling them to fiomgeswardisiitoshiaess THagse
practices are a real menace, as evidenced by con-
stant rebellions® .

Even though mercenary armies were gaining i
importance, the owners of alodial and later on feu-
dal landed properties had remained the country’s
military base. They took part in wars together with
their retinues, which frequently included peasants.
As we have already said, stich units were of litile
battle value. The interesting thing is that medieval
authors were of the same opinion. The Czech ¢chi-
valric epie ofthe tuih ofth:thifteanttheanttiny " AlR-
xandreida”, dealing with the victories of Alexander
the Great, contains a number of allusiens to Czech
reality in the time of the Premyslid dynasty. The pe-
asant part of the army gathered by Alexander is also
mentioned In the text. The monarch enlisted pe-
asafts, whoe were very good at fieldwork but had
little idea abouit fighting techﬂiques. As aresult the
expedition did net end well®, Besides their com-
plete inability to use arms and lack ofknowledge in
respect of fighting technigues, peasants were also
aeeused of cowardiee, whieh was a very eemmen
insult and sert of investive. In the fotirteenth century,
iR The Zbraslew Chronicle, a remark was fmade
that ferees ff@fﬁ Meissen were as eewardly as sifh-
ple peasanta®. A peasant was perceived as an une-
dueated and primitive ereature and frequently com-
pared te an animal. He was often presented as a
persen deveid of any virtues and good qualities”,
usually attempting te ereate a good impression. This
sneering image ef the villager was very eemmen.

#The State /University/ Library in Prague, ms. IV. A. 2,
f. 79": “Isti, qui iam per oppositum ex vomeribus faciunt gladies
et ex falcibus conflant lanceas et sagittas; et propter hoe destru-
itur status ecclesie et respublika quasi periit.”; the quotation after
F. Grau s, Dgimy, vol. II, p. 525.
5 Alexamdbeiitly, ed. V. V. aZny, Prague 1963, p. hol:
Kmet, jenZ oral po vse leta
i jenz robil, ploty pieta,
v ony u pokojne easy,
nemohl uZiti nekrasy,
musil jiti, nesa kopie,
jenz lepe vedel o snope,
i ten, jenZ vedel o cepu
nebo kdy cas vzieti repu.”
¥p K Lwciima, @manece wiiika dedieho st zm
poslaethichh Premysiivecy, Historie a Vojenstvi 33, 1984, 1, p. 92
7Cf:eg. ). Le Goff Kultura Sredmiomisezes/ Euitepy
(The Culture of Mediial! Europe), Warsaw 1994, pp. 301 seqg:
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Such descriptions reflected the well-known, conce-
aled motif of longing for social promotion and jo-
ining the ranks of knights, wearing beautiful armour
and characterized by chivalry. In the Czech poem
entitled ’Sedlaci” ("Peasants’) one can find a comi-
plete catalogue ofpeasant’s vices, including their in-
ability to use side-arms. In addition, those people
would start quarreling for no good reason and at the
same time consider themselves as very brave®,

Hussitism brought about a radical change in at-
titudes to peasants’ participation in war campaigns®,
This massive movement was, to a large extent, ’pe-
asant” in character. The symbol of the Hussite mili-
tary art became the flail. Tt ssviylke feamnnttoell chzan-
ged into a fearful weapon. Besides, Hussite foroes
were mainly "peasant” in composition. The massive
influx of peasants and villagers at the beginning of
the Hussite revolution determined the character of
the army. At first, it was dominated by the peasant
infantry and then, mainly thanks to Zizka’s efforts,
there also appeared peasant troops on horseback.
However, both the armour and horses had to be lo-
oted. At first, tie poor people of towns and villkzges
had at their disposal arms which were easy to get:
that is, remade farm tools and weapons looted in
battle. The basic equipment of the peasant infantry
did not include any novelties. The peasantry used
well-known swords, spears, hatchets with long han-
dles, pole-axes, and flails. Moreover, neiter flzills
nor wagons were the Hussites’ inventions. They were
mentioned in the well-known work “Bellifortis™ tyy
Conrad Kyeser as early as in 1405%.

Peasants had contributed a lot to the success
of the Taborites, but they also belonged to Prague

% Ceska stredoveiea lyrika, ed. J. L e h ar, Prague 1980,
p. 253:
"Chcete-li poslichati,
co ja vam budu zpievati,
etni druZinu chviliti,
jestot’ slovu sedlaci.
Sedlak jest divne stvorenie,
jemu v svete rovne nenie:
...neumejit’ sermovati:
Zbaviz nés jich, boZie mati!
...a kmotr vzdy kmotru laje,
za kord se potrhaje.
...An sebil vrZe jako zmek,
pfisahat’, by sam byl rek
arka: "Vez to kazdy clovek,
Zet’ sem smely pacholek.”
® See the last synthesis: E. Sm ah e I, Husitska revodusss,
vols. I-IV, second edition, Prague 1996,
9¢. K yeser, Bellifortis, ed. G. Quar g, Dlisseldorf 1967;
cf.: G. Qu ar g, Der Belijfartiss von Conrad Kyeser aus Eichstitt,
Technikgeschichte 32, 1965, pp. 293-324.
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forces. Those were mostly teiitihitants of villages
owned by Prague patrician families. linte flixstsitage
of the revolutiiomn, the Hussiites operated wiithiin a re-
latively limited range, because the peasants were
mobilized either to take part in a concrete operation
or to defend the forces against anti-Hussite crusa-
des, which were organized from time to time and
were suppotted by the very cream of the West-Eu-
ropean knights. Peasants joined the Hussite army
and served in it on their own or as part of units ac-
companying lords and knights who fought anthesittle
of the revolution. In 1420, the noblemen Smilek of
Kremze brought for Zizka half a thousand wllagef§
infantrymen (a part of them were his own people)’. i
In the following yeat, the diet at Caslav passed a
reselution ordering all lords and knights to arrive in
the vieinity 6f Nached on St Vit’s D%iﬁ order to
defend it against the Sillesians’ invasion™.

One of the sources of Hussite forces’ specta-
cular military successes was strict discipline. We le-
arn of it not only from the accounts of battles but
from the rulebook faor tie anmy puiblished by Zizka
t00®. The regulations required unquestionable obe-
dience to the commanders and perfect order in the
Hussite ranks. Any instances of disobedience were
severely punished. Within the Hussite army various
conistituent parts could be singled out, depending on
the social rank and status of a soldier. Of course, the
army included a group of peasants. Contemporary
observers confirm Zizka's magic influence and cfie-
rismatic personality. Laurence of Brezova says that
countrymen equipped with simple weapons followed
Zizka with a will and obeyed him eagerly.

The effectivensssafiie Hussiteammy weesurtise-
lievable. Tty raitiiycconypnsetafipoorandisim-
ple people, successfuilly witttstood attaks yy peanfisc-
tly trained knights fromvarious countries. The iimfere-
sting thing is that it was the very poor peasants and
particularly their flails that the anamny waskeslly #ffeai
of, Before the Batile of Wssdiread!iin LA, Henny ef
Plumlov warfied King Sigismuind of Luxembourg aga-
inst ignoring the enemy. Hieallsormanimratitisirfiear-

full filgills, "Fgoopnin. tftildasusstionr vk timot?s.

3t popravei kmiha panu z Rozmberka, edl. A. K alinnyy,

Trebon 1993, p. 60; see: Th. W agnee 1, Jan Smil z Kramze,
Casopis Narodniho Muzea 62, 1888, pp. 169-194.

32 Fomtess Rerum Bothemicamm V, ed. ). G o 1l Fregne] 8833,
p. 491:\_.omnes domini cum militaribus et suis rusticis... ad fe-
stum Viti se préparent et in Nachod conveniant.”

%There are several editions, cf.: Staroceske vajensié nédy,
ed. ESvejkovsky,Prague 1952, pp. 23-27.

M Kyomilkaa Mawmince z Brezowéd, Eontes Rerum Buremica-
rum V, p. 364.

3 Ibidem, p. 439; the Czech version im: Start /&wgpisy
ceské, ed. F. P a lLlaacckyy, reague 18220, . 584.

A countfromMeissen is said to have dsitrii-
lar opinion before the Battle of Usti in 1426%, In the
treatise “De arigine hussitanum”, diepiincipedlativerse-
ry ofthe Hussittes Andirew of Brod prays to God thait
the peasant troops and their arms would be destroy-
ed”.

The peasant troops’ victories over the enemy
kmghtarmyshouldbe amlysed maﬁmﬂmd&ﬂkg@dl
strong messianic tendencles consndered them a mam-
festation ofthe grace ofGodl The special character of
the grace of Lordiisanpiadizstiiin sanngobeess; THee
Song on the Victiory @fDomazhce"’3§ by Laurence of
Brezova. The Battle ofDomazlice of 431 weasanry
unusual and curious event. After they had heard the
Hussites’ battle song sting by the crowd of peasanits,
the crusaders left their it andrichibyloeded wagons
on the battlefield and siimply ran away. THikSwaRsHR-
bably lgﬁe ofthe most disgracefull disfteatsiintHechistory
of war®

The peasants’ long-underestimated military talents
could fully dievelop dinriing e Hiussitenevaluion. THe
most spectacular characteristic was the warriars’ eager-
ness tofight . Andrew of Brodiiigjintly sayss, TRustiiivem
et mechanici vel artiificesaticiitirentiasmumitmraswe|
civitates eciam fortissimassiicereartfbenvei) uttarppitiiaa
semper acie ponerentur®

The international general public allsoxggmadintitie
Hussite wars as peasant confliicts. Ntorsoxe tHacHHiss-
sites found anadhowiithteew] lagesodfotieccoumiss.
At the Council of Basel, even before the talks wiih iz
Hussite delegation, the mumerouspoliiczms whowee
present at the meeting warned the general public of
the dangers caused by the fact that peasants in other
countries wanted to support the Czech uprising*.

3 Wybor z literatury cesk®, ed. K. J. Er b e n, 11, Prague
1868, p. 306:
"Strach na mné, jakZ vidim cepy
a onyno cerne chlapy,
pravié, Ze kaZdy onémi,
na komz oni derii odénie.”
¥ Thaktat mistra Ondreje z Brodw o piivodiu husitd, ed.
J. K a d LLeecs, Tidhmr 1 9880, p. 277 i bsdimee [oomiiree] bessu(@ssie,
refugium unicum fidelium tuoram, libera nos a laqueo venancium, a
sagittis istorum hominum impiorum, que vere, quia publice, sunt,
volant in die, contere pharetram, collide sagittas, destrue machina-
menta rusticorum, ut populus in te confidens et pro fide tua sancta
exilium paciens de tue virtutis adhuc potencia glorietur.™
¥Wavrinec z Brezowd, Pisem o vitézstvi u Dowmadlic,
ed. K. Hrdliinma, B. R ytbaa, Prague 1951.
HCE.: . F orst, Domazlizee v déjinécth husitsikétio mevo-
lucniho hruti, Domazlice 1961.
“ Traktat mistra Ondreje, p. 23.
#]. K ej r, Zur Bauernifiagge im Hussitenttom, Jahrbuch
fiir Geschichte des Feudalismus 7, 1983, pp. 65 seq.
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A similar menace was noticed at the synod of Botit-
ges in 1432*, In the information sent by the notary
of the Council of Basel to the cathedral chapter in
Arras an alarming mention was found of a peasant
rebellion in the Rhineland: ™ Titmandium s, iusbhiki
concilium provideat, omnes isti rustici de Germania
tenebunt partem istorum Bohemerurm."*

The Hussite revolution witnessed successful
careers of the sons of some peasant families. Wiiiin
the Taborite elite an important part was played by
the so-called stewards (vladare), who administered
the Taborites’ domain as vice-hetmans, though they
did not have any political power*. Information abo-
ut four such stewards still survives. The most famo-
us one is Nicholas of Padarow. All oftthenn wette pio-~
bably men of simple origin. Oldtich of Rozmberk
referred to either Nicholas or Phillip of Padarov (they
both held sueh high posts) as ’chlap Paderovsky”.
He also suggested that John of Srlin should poison
the man®.

The peasants who had often run away from
faraway places and arrived in Tabor or joined the
Taborite army stayed free until Tabor lost its auito-
nomy in 1452. Such farmers turned into professio-
nal soldiers and never came back to their farms.
Some of them became craftsmen or merchants.

The Hussites, who had contributed a lot to
the development of the military science, to a large
extent treated the peasantry as the foundation of
their strategy. The mid-1430s witnessed a marked
change in the Taborites’ fighting techniques. The
principle of self-defence was replaced witih 2szmi-
mercenary military service system*, Nonetheless,
some old and experienced warriors who did not
want to take up trade or crafts and were not ne-
eded in Tabor could and did find employment in

“2Urkundliche Beitrige zur Geschichte des Hussitenkrieges
in den Jahren 1419-1436, 11, ed. E. P a haacckoy Bragne 1 8923 m 2722,

“3 Ihidem, p. 269.

“E.Smah el Taborsti viadai, Eolia Historica Bohemi-
ca4, 1982, pp. 83-125,

% [bidem, p. 10B.

“%FE § mah e L D&imy Tabora, vol. I, part 2, Ceské
Budgjovice 1990, p. 588 seq.
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mercenary forces taking part in numerous campa-
igns all over Europe.

After the end of the Hussite wars, the origiinal
shape of the army was restored, at least formally.
Like the forces of many other European countries,
the Bohemian royal army was composed of three
main parts: the levy-in-mass, the king’s vassals and
the mercenaries. A decree issued by Charles IV of
Luxembourg ordered representatives of all the lands
to turn up whenever summoned. Peasants belonged
to the noblemen’s retinues and entourages. For
example, the mobilization order issued by George
of Podebrady in 1458 called upon lords to turn up
together with their servants on horseback, footmen
and a unit composed of all his people, including pe-
asants*’, At that time the levy-in-mass was used exc-
lusively to defend the countiy. Only the diet €o-
uld decide whether or not to send those forces abro-
ad. Despite all the problems connected with stim-
moning the levy-1n-mass, in the second half of the
fifteentth cantiury evaryone reslized the tadilke wellue
ofthose forces. This is why they still constituted the
main means of conducting wars. It should be added
that there appeared plans to improve this torpid
machine and introduce a sort of “general military
serviee”, whieh weuld be done not only by the men
who were bound by feudiall slligationsbuttyy alliran.
1n spite of the changes in the property structure and
soclal relations whieh were a result of the Hussite
fevelution, the project could not be realized in con-
terporary Bohermia. Mobilization campaigns were
rare. For instance, in 1469 peasant troops from
eastern Bohemia helped withstand the Hungarians’
attack®,
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0. F rankemtbeerrggee r, Husitsé valecnicii po
Lipanasth, Prague 1960, p. 67, footnote 90.
“Yajenské déjimy, p. 277.





