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KNIGHTLY TOURNAMENTS IN MEDIEVAL POLAND

1. Introductory Remarks

The genesis of tournaments can be found in ga-
mes of skill and military exercises, which had been
known since remote antiquity. Descriptions of such
exercises are already offered by the writers of antiqu-
ity. As a result of the development of courtly eulture
the custom of helding simulated fights was given seme
ideological foundations and a suitable organizatienal
framework. The very werd toraeamenium: appeared
in the chronicle of Martin of Tours, in whieh beek the
death of a few barens was recerded in the year 1066.
One of the barens was Getfryd de Preuilly, whe see-
mingly «torneamenta imvenity'.

The tournaments were a substitute for real figh-
ting. They were training in the difficult art of wiel-
ding shaft-weapons. They helped acquire the skill of
unhorsing one's enemy. In the relevant literature the
entertaining and military character of the tournament
as a kind of group fight consisting in a frontal attack
oftgvo troops of armed horsemen in battle array is stres-
sed®,

The entertaining, training and military character
of tournaments was reflected in the vocabulary used
in the accounts of such competitions.Tefms such as
ludus miliianiss, hasullwdm,, tirecinim, but alse

" Chronizam Santi Martini; Tironenssz, [[in]] Recueill des /hi-
stovianss des Gaudbss et de la Franoee, vol. XII, Paris 1968, p. 461;
Chranitonn Andégausrsese breves, [in:] ibidkmm, vol. XI, Paris 1968,
p. 169; cf.. M. Parisse, Le towmni en Franage, des orFiginess & la
fiin du Xk sidale, [in:] Dass rittertiche Turmigsr im Miiedddier Be-
itréiyee zu einrlr verglfacbhesrlen Formeen- und Veyhehabiensessohieh-
tedess Ritertumas, ed. J. F Leclkeemsstieiin), Gutiigan 19985, ppp.
176, 180,

2E. L o t, L 'art militainee et les armidss au moyam age en
Euvapee et danss le praghée orizmy, vol. 1, Paris 1946, p. 119; J. F.
V erbrwggean, De Kvikbkinstst in West-Hneppa in de nuitlde-
leeaveen (IXe tot begim XiMece eeunmed), Brissels 1954, p. 150; P.
Czenrwiinskli i, Die Seilachhr und Turmisredastelblhgepen in den
deuisahern, hofiaatiepn Remareen des 12, undl 13, Jalirhvndeldsts. Zur
litevanischben Weravieitungg milidrissbier Foimeen des adigesn Ge-
waltmanappls/s, Berlin 1975, R. Barber, J. Barker, Touna-
meniss, Jousiss, Chisiallyy and/ Pageass in the Middlg Agess, Weed:
bridge 1989.

«mundinae vel feriae, quos vulgo torneamenta vo-
cant» serve as evidence in this respect’.

The tournament quickly became extremely po-
pular and spread all over Europe. The tournament
is also an inseparable element of the period of the
dominance of horsemen on the battlefield and, con-
sequently, it is not by aceident that the full deve-
lopment of the tournamnet took place in the 12th
century. The moeunted knights were always in the
foreground, while the infantry, aried with pikes and
bows, remained in the background. Of eeurse the
tournament was fe plaee for individual fight. It was
real battle in the open field or even in the streets 6f
a town = all this fer the pleasure of fighting and
fer meney:.

A tournament was a very expensive underta-
king and an exclusive social event for both the orga-
nizer and the participants of the competition. The
winner won not only fame but money, and the loser
paid with his health or even life, as well as free-
dom. He had to give all his kit te his oppenent and
frequently went bankrupt.

In accordance with their character, i.e. the fron-
tal attack of two groups of armed horsemen, the to-
urnaments took a heavy toll of injuries, wounds and
deaths. It is said that 200 participants of a tourna-
ment suffocated because of the erowd, heat and
dust?, Despite their entertaining character the eom-
petitions were not less brutal than a real battle. Like
in a battle, two greups of meunted warriers faced
each other on a great batilefield. They feught bra-
vely to defeat their enemies and take them eaptive.
They semetirmes streke mertal Blows and killed their
8ppenents by assident.

The Church was against the tournaments. It
was of the opinion that the participants unnecesari-
ly risked death, the loss of life and property and
took part in the competitions spreading debauehery

? Glossewitinm mediiee et infinage latinitatisis condiiomm a
Cavatdo du Eresniee domivwo du Cangge actumy, vol. VI, Paris
1938, pp. 129-131; M. Parisse, op. cit, pp. 182-183,
S. K riiiggeers, Das kireiflichke Turnicsweebtdior im Mitelatieer, [in:]
Das ritiertichke Turmiar:..,, pp. 401-406,

‘P.Czerwinski, op. cit, p. 289.
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out of conceit and vanity. The first bans were anno-
unced in the period of the crusades, because the tour-
naments diverted the knights from these holy expe-
ditions. It was already in 1130 at the joint ecclesiasti-
cal coungils of Clermont and Reims that these, as they
were called, unfortunate meetings and fairs («nundi-
nae») were eriticized. The tournament showed many
charaeteristies of a fair, like the presence of vendors,
herse-breeders, blacksmiths and other eraftsmen, the
neise and throngs ef peeple.

Heavy expenses borne in connection with these
competitions by the knights, who readily ruined them-
selves, their families and children in order to win vain
fame and acquire the reputation of being a very bra-
ve man, were said to call out for universal condem-
nation. In the heat of a battle the regular fighting ru-
les were broken and the opponents frequently ridicu-
led each other in order to shine before the eyes of the
audience. The knights were to take part only in regu-
lar battles in erder to train for war agalnst the infidels
or for other heroie acts’. Thus, the tournament was
net tetally eendemned. 1ts training funetion was fe=
e6gnized and appreefated if it served the purpese of
the erusades.

However, the elements of lay culture were do-
minant in tournaments. Consequently, the third La-
teran council of 1179 categorically condemned tour-
naments and forbade to bury their victims in conse-
crated ground. The ban was confirmed in 1215 and
the Chureh repeatedly criticized tournaments until the
beginning of the 14th century®,

At the beginning the tournament was a French
speciality, which was reflected in the opinions of
chronicle writers, who referred to ’hastiludia vel tor-
neamenta’ as «conflictus Gallicus»”. It quickly spre-
ad in other countries of Western Europe, especially
in England, Italy, subsequently in Germany, where
the first such competition mentioned in the source
fmaterial, «tyrocinium quod vulgo nunc turneimen-
tum dicitur», took place next to the city walls of
Wiirzburg in 1127 at the instance of Duke Frederick
and Konrad Stauf®, The first tournament in Hungar
is said te have been organized in Bratislava in 1220°,

SCf:S.Kriiger, ap. cit., pp. 403, 413 .

fp.Czerwinski,op. cit. p. 226; 8. Kruger, op. wit,
pp. 401, 406 seqq.

"Matthaews P ariisiienss 55, Chromiéean Minora sive
Histartéag Amgltornn, ed. E. M a d d e n, vol. 1, London 1866, p.
409; W. 1w an c zak, Turmialj Ryearskki w Krélbstwige Czestidim —
praitea analizyy kubunesel; (The Kwightlyy Tournamest! in the AKimg-
dom of Boliwmida — A Teniativee Cullisnat! Amatygisy), ,Przeglad
Hurmanistyczny™, vol. XXVII, 1983, fasciculum 5, p. 40.

$E.Niedner, Das deutsotiee Turwitrr im XW. u. XIll.
Jattnrhmdefetrt, Berlin 1831, p. 9; A. S ¢ h u lLttz, [Das HHfifisbiee
Leiten: zur Zeitt dev Mirnesingger, vol. 11, Leipzig 1889, p. 91; J.
Fleckenstein, Dag Turniasr als hoffanitess Festt im hdwehnitedtaler-
lichen Deutsshidned [mi]Bay riventichhe Turmiarn:..., p. 230.

*A.Ruttkay, Umenie kovamé v zbranisot), Bratisiava
1978, p. 46; E. F O gediii, Furnieve itmmittelaitericnéen Unggam,
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In Bohemia tournaments were inaugurated during the
reign of Venceslas I, i.e. in the second quarter of the
13th century® and they quickly gained great popula-
rity. Similarly like in other countries, a group of pro-
fessional, so to speak, competitors appeared. These
followers of Wilhelm Maralek sought in the lists not
only fame but fortune.

2. Tournaments in the Poland of the Piasts

Most information about tournaments in Poland
can be found in lohannes Dlugossius’s work. The
pieces of information are of different value. The diata
concerning the period of the first Piasts should be
submitted to especially critical examination. Accor-
ding to the chronicle writer, it was already in 1067 at
the wedding of Boleslas the Generous and Wszesla-
wa that knightly games and jousting with lances («lu-
dis militaribus et hastarum») took place*. It has been
assured that the whole paragraph is a free interpre-
tatien offered by the chrenicle writer, who frequen-
tly introduced this element of courtly entertainment,
undpubtedly very pepular in his times, i.e. in the 15th
entury, inte his aceounts of different festivities, espe-
elally weddings. Anether mention referring to a si-
fmulated fight feund in lehannes Dlugessius’s ehro-
Riele is dated 1121. The chrenicle writer decscribes
the wedding of Prinee Vladislas 11 the Exile and Agnes
geferfed t9 as Christina By 1ehannes Dlygessius).

hig histerieal fas% is dated at the end of 1123 or the
beginning of 1124, The mentien says that the eere-
MeRY was aceempanied By taurneys, espesially jou-
sting with spears and swerds, @fgaméeq;ﬂ heneur ef
and Tof the entertainment of the guests™. This piese
of infermatien is net esnfirmed By seuree analysis,
gither.The characteristies of the iournament presen-
fed in the werk d8 net carrespend te the spirit of sueh

[in:] Das rittentichke Turmitar..., pp. 390-391, has recently moved
the beginnings of the tournament in the Kingdom of Hungary to
the end of the 12th century.

M See: W. 1w anczak, Tumigj., pp. 42-43; iidlom,
Tropam rycerskiey) przygpdyly. Wzorzme rycerskki w pisidmdentictwie
czesidirm XIN wighu: (On the Traill of Kmitgtilfy Adbermivee. 4 Model
Kriigtt in the Czeeth Litevattwee of he 14thh Camtyy, Warsaw 1985,
pp. 179-182; J. M a c e k, Das Turmiéer im mittitfeléthetivhen
Béttmesvz, [in:] Das Ritenticobe Turmisr..,, pp. 371-372.

"J.Dtugosz Amaléss sew cronitere inclitil Regrii Polo-
niag, book 3, Warsaw 1970, p. 95.

2).Bieniak, Polbi elitm poltieeana Xl wigku. Cresé
I Wiréittar i zgatéa (The Polisth Politiced! Eliee of the 12th Gantu-
ry. Pawtt IT: The Augpryy andl the Recancilibiticion), [in:] Spodkeczeri-
stwo Polskii Sredhiowidersie). Zbiir Stadicow (The Socistyy of Me-
elieval! Polandd. A Collkativon of Stadieés)), ed. S. K. Kuczynsk
i, vol. IIl, Wasaw 1985, pp. 64, 67; K. J asifi sk i, Rrefiowdd
pirtwvezysieh Prasitsw (The Pedigreee of the First Piasts)), Warsaw-
Wroelaw 1992, p. 204,

¥).Dtlugosz Amaldss.,., book 4, p. 294: «Ludos
plures, hastarum precipue et gladiorum, ad letificandum et hono-
randum convivas».
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competitions in the 12th century, when the element
of training, not the element of courtly entertainment,
was the dominant factor. But the chronicle writer's
knowledge was not detailed enough.

The account of the tournament («hastarum lu-
dos») which, according to lohannes Dlugossius, was
organized in Wroclaw in 1144 by Comes Piotr Wio-
stowic on the occasion of the marriage of his daugh-
ter Agafia to Jaksa of Kopanica is also the chronicle
writer's amplification'4. Other mentions refer to the
wedding festlvities of Duke Boleslas 1V the Curly
and Wierzehoslawa (referred to as Anastazja by Dlu-
goessius) held in 1151 in Cracow (the ceremony real-
Iy teek place in 1141)" and Duke Leszek the Whi-
te's marriage t6 Grzymislawa, also wrongly dated
1220 (the wedding took place in Cracow in 1207)%,

Although Iohannes Dlugossius's information
does not withstand criticism, it must be admitted that
the chronicle writer was not against tournaments,
which is confirmed by a couple of his approving re-
marks. Among many positive characteristics of Duke
Casimir the Just the annalist enumerates, besides his
leve of hunting, the skill of holding simulated fights
(«simulaeroe pugne») and jousting with a lance («in
lude hastarumy), as well astheduke’s participation in
ther knightly exercises reguiringeourage and bravi-
ty"’. Praising Vladislas the Sticklegged, Duke of Great
Peland, 1ehannes Dlugessius writes thatVladislas was
well-trained for tournaments: *in torneamentis exer-
eitatus’. The mention is dated 1.206. It is i this men-
tien that the werd «teurnament « is used by Dluges-
sius for the first tirme'™. Unfortunately, this mentien
gannet e gweﬁ the palm, either, as ihe piece of in-
formatien dees net seem te be based en fast. It Must
be eonsidered an example of the autherss eleguenee
and eruditien.

¥ Ibidem, book 5, Warsaw 1973, p. 24; «hastarum ludos
premio proposito victoribus iimdixerat».

5 Ibidem, p. 49: «militibus vero hastarum lusu ceterisque
militaribus actibus eamn cohonestantibusy.

% 1bidem, book 6, Warsaw 1973, p. 232: «per actus milita-
res et hastarum ludos in dies plures», See: S. K. Kuezynski,
Turmitige rycenskkge w Sredfricoweienmiej Polkuee (Kmiightlyy Trourma-
mentts in Medivat! Polane), [in:] Biedhii i bogauii. Studita z diie-
jaiw spotbrzedgsywa i kullaryy offarowenee Bronistdwewivi (@uem-
kowii w szestittiiesistg/q roczndee urodtim (The Rich amd the Roor.
Studiess in the Histaryy of Siwietiskes and! Culltwee Pressetved tw Bro-
nistaw Geremekk on the Sitisthh Amniveesaryy of His Bwithatizy),
Warsaw 1992, p. 298.

7). Dtugosz Amatdss.,., book 6, p. 110: «exercitatio-
nis aut in simulacro pugne, aut in venando, aut in ludo hastarum,
ceterisque heroicis et militaribus operibus laboremy.

! Ibidem, p. 200. On the names used by Jan Diugosz ef.:
S..Jak ulbczakk, Elenentyy ludjaznee w Diugussoonsteh oppowie-
Sciaath 0 uroczystessiacich dwenskkib/ (Elementss of Pageartwyy in
Dliagussivia's s Stoviéss alout: Court! Festiiittésy,, ,,Sprawozdania Po-
znanskiego Towarzystwa Przyjaciol Nauk. Wydzial Nauk o Sztu-
ce”, fasc. 102, 1984 (1986), p. 15.

However, the fact that the first tournament con-
firmed by the written sources and related to Polish ter-
ritory was connected with the person of Duke Vladi-
slas the Sticklegged cannot be denied. The tournament
was organized on the territory controlled by one of the
Plasts. In 1225 Louis, Landgrave of Thuringia, and his
army approached Lubusz-on-Oder. Because ofthe lack
of help on the part of Duke Vladislas the townspeople
surreundered the fortress. According to the sourree, afitar
the leet had been divided, the winners unanimously
agreed t6 erganize a «ornamentum», which was held
there en Saturday, August 16th, 12255,

The tournament was soon introduced into the
courts of Polish dukes. It became especially popular at
the court of the rulers of Silesia. The author of the so-
called Book of Henrykéw (the book of the monastery
of Henryk6w) complains that when after the Mongol
invasion of 1241 the power was given to the sons of
Duke Henry the Pious, who was killed in the battle of
Legnica, strange things started happenning, which had
never been heard of in the times of the famous dukes
of old. The annalist says, «ipsorum frater primogeni-
tus, deminus Belezlaus, multa puerilia in torneamen-
tis et aliis letieiis in sua iuventute exercendo promo-
vit». He, ameng ether things, ordered many knlghts to
Léwenberg, where a touriey was organized oen St
Mathias' Day («iussit ternamentusm haberi»)®,

Thus, it has been proven that in Poland tourna-
ments were inaugurated in Lwowek Slaski on Febru-
ary 24th, 1243. This novelty was looked at sceptical-
ly not only by the above mentioned monk but by the
knights themselves, who had to be encouraged by the
duke to take part in this competition®. It is difficult
to state the reason for such restraint, but the supposi-
tlon that the critical attitude of the Church played a
decisive role in this respect seems jusified. When the
duke promised to make an offering of the village of
Jaworowice to God and the Cistercians of Henrykow,
the knights unanimously backed up the idea and took
part in the tourney®,

The fact that a tourney was organized at the
court of Duke Boleslas the Rogatka is not surprising.

 Apmalkss Reihavdibunnenseses, ed. E. X. W e g e lieg [ifin}]
Thiiringjschbe Gescttinthsgeldéfen, vol. 1, Jena 1854, p. 182; cf.: B.
Ziemtartia r a, Hemrykk Bradhtyy ijego czasy (Henry the Beavdtzl! and
His Times)), Warsaw 1975, pp. 219-220; J. F lLeecckkeemsstteei im,cpp.
eit., p. 244,

2 itber-fandationisis clavsthti sanctte Mavie Wirginis in Hein-
rictiow czyli Ksigga: henwykawskéa (Liber fGnddtitiorsis claustiii San-
ce Maviz Virginiss in Heimich¥ow or the Boalk of Hemrgkiatvy,), ed. J.
Matwszeemskk i, R.G rodecddd j, Wroclaw 1991, p. 129.

2 See: R. Kiersmowskh i, Zycie codzimmee na Slasdu: w
wihantv: Sredhichh (Evenyetdyy Lije in Silesian in the Midktile Aqyes),
Warsaw 1977, pp. 80-81; W. 1w aif c zak, Turmigiy..,, pp. 41-42;
J. L 0] ko, Sredhicwiseznme herty polikise (Polisth Mediiat! Co-
ats of Avmsy), Poznait 1985, p. 131,

2 | iger- ffinddtioigis, .., pp. 129-130; cf: S. K. Kuczy#-
sk i, op. cit., pp. 298-299.

2).Dlugosz Amatéss.,., book 7, Warsaw 1975, p. 169.
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The duke surrounded himself mostly with knights
from German countries, who had known such €om-
petitions before. They popularized tournaments in Si-
lesia. Silesia bordered on Behemia, whieh alse play-
ed a decisive role in this respeet, because, as has al-
ready been said, the tournament appeared there alre-
ady during the reign 6f Veneeslas | and had mere and
mere fellewers:

The situation in other duchies ruled by the Pia-
sts was not radically different. ILack off melkewvat ssaur-
ces is a serious obstacle here too. Although Iohannes
Dlugossius enumerates numerous military games
(«hastarum ludos») organized in different places by
Boleslas V the Bashful, Duke of Cracow and Sando-
mierz, on the occasion of his brother-in-law, Stephen
V, King of Hungary’s stay in Cracew at the end of
August 1270, the account does not seem reliable®,
The event depicted shows many characteristics of a
later ceremony, contemporary with the ehreniele wri-
ter. That Is why one Is suspicious of DItgOsSIuS'S
account. Besides, the meeting lasted only twe days
and there was ne time for the games erganized «ml-
tifariam» mentiened by DIWgessiHs.

However, the argument that the duke and his
wife, who preferred ascetic life, did not tolerate the
development of courtly culture at their court in Cra-
cow would be untrue to reality. In the treasury of
Wawel Cathedral is a cross with a diadem connected
by the researches with the person of Kunegunda, a
daughter of Bela 1V, King of Hungary, and the wife
of Duke Boleslas the Bashful. In the smaller links of
the coronet miniature figures of animals and birds
are placed, male and female figures as well as jou-
sting mounted knights are visible in the bigger links.
Duehess Kunegunda is said 6 have been wearing this
diadem during the wedding festivities ef her brother
Bela and Kunegunda, Dushess ef Aseania, in 1264
and at the teurnament fair organized on this geea-
sien. Duehess Jelanta, the wife of Beleslas the Pis-
us, Buke of Great Peland, and Bela 1V'’s second dau-
ghter, was wearing a similar erewn. Her Janeg §§§ll
erewns St Sigismund's herma in Pleek Cathedral>.

On both the diadems Erec’s adventure in a ,,spar-
row-hawk’s game”, presented according to Chrétien
de Troyes's story from the middle of the 12th centu-
ry, is depicted (Chrétien de Troyes was the court poet
of Mary, the countess of Champagne). This seems to

3 ). D Lwgwssz Avmales...,, bowdk77, Witassaw1 9975 .1 669.

% Sztukar polsiar prrediomasisiska i romatisidar do schyWa XIUI
wieku: (Pre-Rumeneeage.c and Romanessyee Polisth Avt UntiWl the
Close of the 13th Centtag)), ed. M. W a Liicckkij,[{in]] [Rzieje ssamdki
paitkiég; (The Histaryy of Polisth Art)), vol. I, Warsaw 1971, pp. 298,
712-713; R. S a c h s, Navvanjga na Sredhiowigezayoleh ddiatierach
turmiigaweb/ (Navvaticnn on Mediaved! Townamean: DRiakems),
»Sprawozdania Poznanskiego Towarzystwa Przyjaciét Nauk.
Wydziat Nauk o Sztuce”, fasc. 102, 1984 (1986}), p. 41.

% Sytullan palikba prrsedooaisheka, .., pp. 744-745; R. Sach
s, Navraegga.,., p. 41.
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confirm the supposition that outstanding guests used
to wear some distinctive emblems or objects, figurai
diadems with images of a few key scenes from Eree
and Enida’s romance perforned at a teurnarment fair
included®, This fact is alse an exargdpl@ of ehanges
occuring in the tournament, whieh gradually beeemes
fere pageantry thaR eembat. The teurnament ehan-
ed te theatre. It was meved from the 8pen air t8 epe-
gsed egurtyards andbesameeneet the mest attractive
ferms of esurt entertainment. 1t ean tentatively Be as-
sufed that the teurnament was brought te Baland in
this ferm. It was the seeend stage of Hs dsvelspment.
Henry 1V the Probus, Duke of Wroctaw, was
especially keen on tournaments. He tasted them in his
adolescence during his peregrinations by the side of
the Czech King Ottokar 11. Then he organized tourne-
ys in Silesia. In 1284 Tomasz 11, Bishop of Wroctaw,
complains that Heniy invited Boleslas 1 of Opole, Hen-
ryk 11T of Gtogéw and Miketaj of Opawa, as well as
many other knights and organized a tourney («tornea-
mentummy) in Nysa, taken away form the bishep. Hen=
ry was chief of the teurnament, whieh lasted fer feur
days. All the previsiens gathered in the town were ea-
ten up oF used as fodder for the horses®’. Sueh beha-
vieur did net correspend with the spifit ef ehivalry
propagated by Henry 1V, ealled the «Righteeus», but
pelitical eonfliets are geverned By their ewn Fules.
Knightly service to ladies and courtly poetry
were also well-developed in Silesia. Later legends
tell of Duke Henry IV the Righteous as a composer
of love songs patterned on German minneséngers. Ia
the miniature of Codex Manesse from ¢. 1320 there
is a young duke who, as a winner in a tournament, is
being handed a laurel wreath by young ladles. It is te
the ladies that the mette «<AMOR» visible on the he=
using of the duke’s steed is addressed. The same werd
can be found on the belt and a tape of Belke I ef
Zigbiea's eleak on his and his wife Jutia’s tembstone
dating frem the 40s of the 14th eentury™. 1t sheuld be
added that a letter «A», whieh may denete the metio

% R.Sach s, Namnagiga.,., pp. 38-41.

Urkumdben zuv@Ghssbititkie des Bistttumss Breslhuw im Mit-
telaltar, ed. G. A. Sten ze I, Breslau 1845, No. 109: Henry the
Probus «convocatis ad se principibus ... indixit torneamentum,
in Niza civitate ecclesiae nostre et ipso die lusit idem tornamen-
tum, cogendo homines ecclesie nostre ad dandum sibi et omni-
bus, qui cum eo vénérant, omnes expensas, et insuper totam an-
nonam nostram, quam habuimus in allodio nostre ante predictam
civitatem Nyzam precepit accipi pro equis suis et eorum, qui cum
ipsa vénérant, pabulandis. Et post modum quatuor diebus modo
ludendo torneamentum, modo alia sua negotia faciendo in ea-
dem civitate cum prefatis principibus et militibus, quos secum
duxerat, morar traxit,ab hominibus ecclesie nostre expensas gra-
vissimas extorquende, volens per istam violenciam, quod ista
possit facere juro suo, pro consuetudine deducere in futurumy.

B 7. W awrzomoows kl a, Uzbrajpmide i ubiiir rpymerski
Piasttiw Slagidcty: od XU do XN wikelde: (Aress, Avmovr avd! Diress
of the Silesiam Piastss oo the 12th untill/ the 141 centtany)), 1.0dZ
1976, pp. 101-102, 105.
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«AMOR», is also engraved on small plates found at
the castle of Opole and dating back to the first part of
the 14th century®,

Knightly tournaments «felt at home» at the co-
urts of Silesian dukes. According to Iohannes Dlu-
gossius, in 1310 Henry the Fat’s son, Boleslas the
Generous, organized tournaments («hastiludia») after
his victory over an enemy®. But the most valuable
work was left to thé descendants by Bolko 11 of Swi-
dnica. It is said that thanks to his initiative a beautiful
and unique in Poland iconographie representation of
Sir Lancelot of the Lake’s knightly romance, namely
the wall-painting found in the residential tower in
Siedlecin-on-Bébr dating from the 40s of the 14th
eentury was painted™. The palnting is a proof that
g6urt and knightly eulture was well-developed in Si-
lesia and that knightly literature and the adventures
of the fameus knights ef the Reund Table were known
8h the teFFitery-

The tournament, however, is not only pagean-
try. Like every entertainment which involves the use
of weapons, a tournament meant numerous injuries
and even deaths. Iohannes Dlugossius says that Hen-
ry the Sparrow, Duke of Gtogow, died as a result of a
serious wound inflicted with a lance during a tourna-
ment held in Legnica in 1397%, He was about 37 when
he dled. In relevant literature information about some
problems conneeted with burying the body can be
found, because the duke had been excommunicated®.
The reason for this excommunication remains unk-
RBWR, but the supposition that the Church authorities
took advantage of the right, established by the 12th

® R. S achs, Schidsiscle re Leddekbimunkunst des
Spéitmiitedddtires;s, ,,Jahrbuch der Schlesischen Eriedrich- Wilhelms-
Universitiit zu Breslau”, book XXIII, 1982, p. 163, fig. 17, 167.

%).Dtugo sz Amnatéss.,., book 9, Warsaw 1978, p. 66.

%A K artowsskkaa--KKaame 2 avvi 2, Malanstivoo Sdtaskie
1250-1458) (Silesiam Paintingg 1256-1460Y), Wroclaw 1979, pp.
20-22; eadem, Szitalen Piasttiv SVasidcti w $redfiowigenzi. Zma-
czenite ffinddojiji ksigzanyebh w dzieianhh sziakdi gotgakkep) na Slasku
(Art of the Sitesiam: Piastss in the Midilke Agess. The Impartamcee of
Dueall Fount#dions:s in the Histaryy of Goitficc Avtt in Silesiag, War-
saw-Wroctaw 1991; J. Witk owsddi i, Cyil/ Lamstdtda z Jieziora
w siedlhainékiel; wiezy miestialdep/. Prétta: interpnataciiji trescii ma-
lowiidtd! Seiennypbh (The Lanesdtv: of the Lake Cycle in the Resi-
denrtint/ Towen ofStediéhinin. A Tenativee Inwenpretatioon of the Con-
tewis of the Wall painiimgg)s), ,Sprawozdania Poznatiskiego To-
warzystwa Przyjaciot Nauk. Wydziat Nauk o Sztuce”, fasc. 102,
1984 (1986), pp. 42-48.

%], Dlugos z Amaides.,., book 10, Warsaw 1985, p.
221: «Pridie kalendas Marcii Henricus cognominatus Sperling
dux Glogoviensis,dum aput Legniczam hastis luderet, graviter
vulneratus occumbit, in monasterio Liibens sepultus».

BR, Jasifiski, Rowhwodd Piasttiw Stgsbon (The Redi-
grez of the Silesiao Piastsy), vol. 11: Piastowige Swidtiiccyy, zzighic-
cy, glogpwssyaagisescy i olesiceyy (T Piastss of Swiddivaa, Zig-
bice, Glogtiw, Zagari and/ Olesnita)), Wroctaw 1975, p. 127; Henry
the Sparrow died on March 14th, 1397 in Szprotawa. He was
buried in Zagan.

and 13th centuries statutes, to refuse the victim of a
tournament burial in consecrated ground seems ju-
stified. The fact that in 1398 the synod of the diocese
of Ptock did not approve of the knightly games se-
rves as evidence of maintaining this right®,

Although knightly tourneys were becoming
more and more popular in Poland, they were not re-
corded in 13th and 14th centuries chroniclesand an-
nals. Some information about tournaments can be
found only in Iohannes Dlugossius’s work, but, like
in the case of his earlier mentions, the data is not
fully reliable. The same is true of knightly competi-
tlons («certaminum») which, according to Dlugos-
slus, were organized to add splendour to King Prze-
myst 11’s stay in Rogozne in February 1296, where
the King was soon treacherously murdered™,

The annalist’s mention referring to «hastiludiis»
which seemingly accompanied the wedding of Ven-
ceslas Il and Ryksa, the daughter of Przemystaw 11, in
Poznanh in 1300 cannot be trusted, either. lohannes
Dlugossius made some mistakes here, too. According
to some better-informed contemporary Czech sources
and the historians, the festivities were not connected
with the wedding but the engagement of that couple
and they did not take place in Poznan but in Prague,
where Vengeslas Il and Ryksa got married three years
later®®, Therefore all the games and knightly competi-
tlons must be moved to Czech Prague, where amuse-
fments similar to these whieh accompanied the coro-
natien of Veneeslas 11 in 1292 and were vividly de-
seribed by Peter of Zitava could take place”.

Tournaments were also important elements of
other festivities. Therefore, in accordance with the
European court ceremonial, lohannes Dlugossius in-
troduced a tournament into the ceremonial order of
Casimir the Great’s coronation in 1333%*. The piece
of information is not confirmed by other sources, and
the very mention is very general and creates the im-
pression of a stereotype.

3 Comciliza Pollmiage. Etudéss criviiguess et souwasss, ed. J.
Sawicki, vol. VI; Les symugdss du dioczee de Plodk et lews sta-
tutss, Warsaw 1952,p. 227: «provide constitutum est cleri-
cos...inhonesta officia et comercia laicalia vitare ac ipsa non exer-
cere, ut sunt hastiludia, tornamenta vel maccellas carnificumy.

#).Dtugosz Amatéss.,., book 8, Warsaw 1975, p. 289.

% Ibidem, book 9, pp. 13, 23; see: A. SSeermk o wiicz,
Krytyezryy rodticir ,,Drddfww Polsd!” Janan Diagpszan [do moku
1384), (A Criffizal! Amaligiss of Iofarmess Diagnssiigs 's ,, The Hi-
story of Polima!” [Unntill! the Year 1384])), Cracow 1887, p. 332;
J. Bieniak, Wielkepuddkag, Kojawyy, ziemiée Lerzpekka i ssinadz-
ka wolterc praifiéem zjedhoszerraia paristwomeggo w latacth 1300-
1306 (Greatr Polandj, Cuiawiég, the Districtes of Yeczpen and! Sie-
radiz in the Face of the Pratiitem of Statee Unifizatioon in the Nears
1300-13965%,), Torun 1969, p. 132.

% Kronikka zbvastéwsishd (The Chranicide of Zbrasthvy) [in:]
Foniass rerum Bottemicesuaan, vol. 1V, Prague 1884, pp. 76-77;
cf.: W. 1 wam ¢ zakk, Tropam..., p. 182,

%) Dlugosz Amaidss.,., book 9, p. 181,
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On the contrary, the accounts of the so-called
Cracow Congress which took place in mber
1364 are very frequent in the written sources®®, Besl-
des the host, Casimir the Great, the Emperor and King
of Bohemia Charles 1V; Louis efAnjou, Kiing of Huf=
gary; Peter 1, King ef Cyprus; Waldemar 1V, King ef
Denmark, as well as Duke Belke 11 of Swidniea and
Jawer and Duke Siemewit 11t of Ptoek, Vladislas f
Opele and Otts Wittelsbaeh, margrave of Branden-
Burg, teek part in the Hl@@ﬂﬂ%-. jan, margrave ef Me-
ravia, Beguslas V, Duke ef emefﬁﬂ;?, and hig sen
Kazke may alse have visited Cracow™.

The meeting was accompanied by a splendid
feast and a tournament. The Emperor Charles IV hif-
selftook part in the competition. A western chronicle
writer wrote that the Emperor had never taken part In
such games before?" ,

Rulers usually avoided taking part in tourna-
ments because of the Church’s negative attitude to-
wards these competitions and the fact that this lay
entertainment did not correspond with royal dignity.
That was also the reason why an heir to the throne
had to restrain himself from jousting. Only few ru-
lers such as Henry 11 Plantagenet, Louis the Saint and
the champion in this field Johannes of Luxembourg
are known te have entered the lists.

Charles IV’s participation in the Cracow tour-
namnet may be considered a sign of new times. After
another ban of the Pope, announced in 1313, Peter
Dubois defends tournaments in his treatise De Tor-
neamwwentis et Justis, commissioned by Philip IV the
Fair, King of France. The result was the removal of
the ban. From then onward the Church had never spo-
ken against knights’ participation in tournaments®,

Peter de Lusignan, who was seeking in Europe
support for his crusade, could also take part in such a
contest. Guillaume de Machaut, one of the most out-
standing poets of the epoch, who was in the service
of Johannes of Luxembourg, immortalized his ma-
ster and his actions in his rhymed chronicle La prise
&' Mpxandiice. Thanks to this chronicle it is known
that Peter entered the lists in London on November
Lst, 1363 and subsequently, ten menths later, found
himself in Cracew, where

® Ibidem, p. 320, according to Iohannes Dlugossius it was
organized in Cracow in 1363 on the occasion of Casimir the
Great's grand-daughter, Elizabeth’s marriage to Emperor Char-
les IV; see: J. Wy r o zu m s k i, Kaziiigezz Wieli {Casimirr the
Great)), Wroclaw 1982, p. 136.

®R Grodecki, Kenggess krakawsisiki w rotu 1364
(THee Cranovww Conggesss in the Year 1364), Warsaw 1939, p.
67, J.Wyrozumski, op. cit,, pp. 138-139.

4 Chranoygappibia Regum Erantorunmz, vol. 11, Paris 1893,
pp. 300-302; cf.: A.E. Grabski, Polidr w opimiaotv: Hiumapy
zactinodinle; XTV-X0 w. (Polawnd! in the Opimiomss of Westevm HEuro-
pee the 1414155, Centurids)), Warsaw 1968, p. 75.

“2J F.Verbruggen,op.cit,p. 89; W.Iwanczak,
Tropem..,, p. 288; S. Kriiger, op. cit., p. 419.
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«Mais einsois grans joustes criérent,
Car il le veulent festier

De jouster et de tournier.
Briefment, il jousterent ensamble:
Et I'emperete, ce me samble,
Jousta avec les autre roys,

Qui estoient en grans arrois.

Mais I'estrange roy ot le pris
Comme des armes li mieus apris’®,

In the late Middle Ages the tournament lost its
original character.lt was no longer military training,
but an independent cultural phenomena. Above all
fighting in battle array lost it importance. It has
been assumed that the group tournament survived
untill the end of the 14th century at mest*, But
some changes occurred even earlier on because of
some transformations in the sphere of culture and
customs. Despite the practice of fighting in battle
array some contestants distinguished themselves in
battle. The presence of ladies alse eentributed o
the apearanee of the need for individual perferman-
ces and the tournament as a whele asguired the
eharaeter of eaurtly entertainment. It became the
seheel of ourtesy, geed manners and aderation 6f
wermen. At that time the tsurnament is meved frem
the spen alr, and semetimes even farmyards and
the streets of tawns, 8 speeially marked off pla-
ees. The battlefield starts being limited 8 a parti-
sular plaee. Stadiums with stands for impertant
persenages and ladies, the preminent spestatsrs,
appear.

Most of the elements characterisitc of the late
medieval version of the tournament were already
visible in another tourney organized for the guests
in Cracow in 1364. The contest was referred to as
a courtly entertainment by the poet, who, first of
all, admired the guests’ splendid garments. Thus,
it may be assumed that military training, which was
the original reason for organizing tournaments, was
ne lenger the dominant function of the tournament.
The eompetitions which were popular at the court
@f‘thbe Jagiellon dynasty were mere pageantry than
combat.

% See: Guillloonmee de M achaut La prise
o' Méxandrieje, ed. M. L. d e Mas L atinikeg, Geneve 1877, p, 39;
S.Zajaczkowskki, Wilkeltm de Mactfaut! ijpgeo widademasci
do dzigjaiw Polhxki i Lty w XIV w. (Wilbelfm de Mactawt? cmd
his Pizusss of Infrmaticion about! the Histaryy of Polkrdd ama! Li-
thuariéa in the 14th Centtny)), ,,Kwartalnik Historyczny”, vol.
XLIIL, 1929, pp. 217-228; cf.. A.Semkowicz op. cit,p.
375;R. Grodecki,op. cit, pp. 72-73; A.F.Grabski, op.
cit.,, pp. 74-75; W. V 0 i s, Guillaumee de Mactiaus w Polkage i 0
Polbsse (Guillhunge de Maeiaui: in Polanid and Albeuit Frdland),
~Muzyka”, vol. X, 1965, fasc. 3, p. 59.

“ S Painter, Fremth Chivaltyy, Chivatficc fdeas and
Practicess in Medlaved! Erancee, Baltimore 1940, pp. 50 seqq.



KNIGHTLY TOURNAMENTS IN MEDIEVAL POLAND

3. Tournaments in Poland
in the times of the Jagiellon Dynasty

According to lohannes Dlugossius, tournaments
of lancemen and fencers («hastarum et gladiatorii lu-
dii») added splendour to the wedding festivities of
Wiadystaw Jagietto and Jadviga in 1386, but the King
did not like such competitions and did not enter the
lists®, As it happens, the first royal heralds known to
us, whowere, among other things, responsible for
organizing tournaments at court, lived in the times of
the reign of Wiadystaw Jagietto. In 1395 the royal
herald was Swieszke, his successor was Johannes
(Jasiek). In 1403 Lawrence (Wawrzyniec) Polanlant
is mentioned™. At feast the last two heralds earned a
salary of 600 grossi per year, seeured by salt-mines,
«pre dilatasione heneris nestri nobis se (iabilem
reddere peterit asgue prompuim, herum intuitu cu-
pientes ipsum ad nestra ebseguia et ad propagandos
pestres heneres magnis fervidum facere». It sheuld
be added that the Great Duke ef Lithuania had his
herald,tee. His name was Jan Litherland®”

Heralds played a major role in a tournament,
because their task was to recognize the coats of arms
and determine the position of particular contestants
who entered the lists. It was the heralds that admitted
knights to the competitions, using the so-called he-
raldic rolls. The oldest heraldic roll, with about 25
coats of arms, known to us was made at the end of
the 14th century thanks to the initiative of the herald
Geldria*®. However, The Golden Fleece Armorial is
the most famous. 1t was made at the Burgundian co-
urt in the years 1434-1435. This heraldic roll was
cempiled by Jean Lefvre de Saint Remy, the heraldic
King of the Order of the Gelden Fleece. Thanks to
the infermatien provided by Mikotaj Lasecki it con-
tains many Pelish eeats of arms. In The Gelden Fle-
eee Armerial there are 65 eoats of arms of Pelish di-

%1.Dtugosz Amatéss.,., book 10, p. 156, H. Kret,
D krolavekii Jadivigg: i Jagjédhiy (Thee Royat! Countt of Jiadviga
and! Jagietdy), Cracow 1987, p. 142.

4 Mateniadyy arciiivelriae wyjitte gitivnide z Metrgidi Litew-
skizjj od 1348 do 1607 roku (Arctfivee Mateviad! Obtaiiree! Maimly
From the Pulblitc Registesr of Lithuanida From: 1348 UntiW /1607),
ed. AProchaska, Lvov 1890, No. 14, Zbiér ddékumenow
matpabdkicie/ (A Collkativnn of Dowumeats's of Livdke Poland)), part
Vi,ed. . Sutkowska-Kurag and S. Kumrass, Wroclaw
1974, No. 1658, cf.: S. K.Kuczyiskk.ipgp. cit., pp. 302-303.

M Vitoldlamaa. Codéec: prinitfégipoumm Nitoldli margmii dcis
Littuanidee 138614280, ed. J. O ¢ h m a 11 s k i, Warsaw-Poznan
1986, No. 209: «Ipsum heraldum nostrum constituimus facimus
et creamus ac nostre curis collegio agregamus, concendentes sibi
omnibus iuribus priuilegiis libertatibus auctoritate graciis et im-
munitatibus, quibus ceteri regum et aliorum Christianorum prin-
ciplim heraldy vbicunque gaudere consueuerunt vtifruiet potiri».

¥S Mikucki, Rycastwoo stomianskice w Higperioek
Gelvegro (Staw Knighthidatbd in Gelings's Wapenibelok), ..Studia
Zrédloznawceze™, vol. 111, 1958, pp. 1@3-121.

stricts, knights and bishops, as well as the King, we-
aring his tournament attire*®, Such interest on the part
of heralds coming even from remote countries seems
to be a proof that the Poles occupied an important
position in the great family of European knighthood
in the 14th and the 15th centuries.

Duels and tournaments were attributes of the
State already at that time. It was not by accident that
a newly knighted nobleman was allowed to wear his
heraldic device, namely the escutcheon and the crest,
not only on the real battlefield but during tournaments.
The chief officer of the villages of Leléw Nicolas,
given «Pogonia» as his coats of arms by Nicolas of
Turzyna, was allowed to use his heraldic device «in
ludis, astiludii, torneamentis, prelijset omnibus mili-
taribus et nobilium exercicijs» (in 1434). The certifi-
cate attesting the knighthood of Jan Stuszko of Mi-
réw issued in 1436 allows the knight to display his
coat of arms «in prelijs, duellis et bellis, astiludijs»®,

The tournament was also popular at the royal
court, where Angevine influences were clearly visi-
ble. In the book of the accounts of the town of Kazi-
mierz, situated in the vicinity of Cracow, a payment
of 2 marks and 27 grossi for 4 barrels of beer deli-
vered «ad curiam regiam circa hastilium» is men-
tioned™, It should also be remembered that a small
ivory box, an article of French make dating from
the 14th century, kept in the treasury of Wawel Ca-
thedral is connected with the person of Jadviga of
Anjeu. On the lid there are scenes from the famous
femanee Romam de la Rose, a product of chivalry.
In the middle of the pieture twe knights on horse-
bagk are jousting. Seme ladies are watching them
frem a baleeny. On the shield of ene of the knights
there is a rese. This knight is the Knight ef the Rese.
Twe allegerieal seenes are depieied on either side:
8ne represents the eapture of the «Castle of Levey,
%éa@ egﬁef a 1ady’s mesting with the Knight ef the

8se°2

¥ H. P o llaczzkkéonwn a a, Najpteassee Zridthn Heereldyki
palkkké¢; (The Oldkst: Souncess of Polisth Hevaldy)), Lvov 1924,
pp. 10-19; cf.: J. Szy m a i s k i, Hevttarzz Srérbdiviovidecznego
rycevstivec palikigggo (Pollsth Medisad! Knigghivbodd Akmaovial),
Warsaw 1993, p. 15.

50 Prawm palékkée w prakeee sadtoved; XIW. i XV wietka (Po-
lisk Lawy in the Coustt Practifee of ittee 14t anttd e 15tth Genturies),
ed. A. Z. H e Leceel L[ [in]] Starodawnee prawa fpolskiego pporilki,
(Avocient Mowamesviss of Poligih: Law)), vol. 11, Cracow 1870, No.
3193, 3302a; see: S. K. Kuczynski, op. cit., p. 305.

S Mot comsuléaida Casimirigesisia 1369-1538/ and 1385-
1402, ed. A.Chmiel, Cracow 1932, p. 284.

52See: R.H.Randall Jr., Mediazah! Ivoriass, [in:] ory:
The Sumpitess Ary Higitlighte's ffawn the Collisticon The Wialters
Art Gallknyy, Baltimore 1983; J. Lojko, op. cit., p. 134; S. K. Ku-
czyfiski, ap. cit, p. 300, note No. 23; A.R.Chodyfiski,
Zbwajfe koleze z gaaniskieggo Dwaomu Avttses. Z tradijedji tuvnigjo-
wyeh w Polieee (Armour i the Joustffambrthifes Halll in Gdansk.
Fram Poliat: Towrnamesn: Traditioos);), Malbork 1994, p. 81 and
fig. XI.
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The fame of the Cracow Tournament organi-
zed in 1364 spread very quickly. Besides, the stibse-
quent successes of Polish knights on numerous bat-
tlefields and in tournaments resulted in the fact that
in 1389 inviting through their herald knights frem
England, Denmark, Germany, Bohemia and other
countries of the Christian werld, the fameus Freneh
knights Jean le Meingre, commenly ealled Marshal
Beucicaut, Renaud de Roye and Sir de Sempy did
not leave out Poland. Pelish knights were inviied t8
take part in teurnaments in Saint Inglevert, iA the vi-
einity of Calais. The eempetition was held in the
Spring ef 1:390%.

Tournaments accompanied first of all different
court festivities. In 1397 Sigismund of Luxembourg
came to Cracow. In order to do honour to the guest
Wiadystaw Jagietto organized a tourney and promi-
sed to give a prize to the winner. Sigismund also took
part in the contest and was challenged by many kni-
ghts because of his royal dignity and his beautiful
suit of armour, which could be won by his opponent®,
Although the mention can be found only in lohannes
Dlugessius’s work, the piece of information seems
reliable. It may be a reminiseence of this event feund
In lecal tradition, and net the result of the observa-
tion of later, contemporary festivities (the auther died
in 1480). This is the way the aceeunts of serme other
eeremenies were probably written, e.g. the tourna-
frents whieh accempanied the weddifg ef Wiady-
staw Jagiette and AnR 6f Cilly en january ist, 1402,
and the eempetitiens arganized te add ggelen@l@uf (€]
her eerenation en February 25th, 1403%. Hewever,
$eme reeent researehes indireetly eonfirm the truth-
fulness of thege deseriptiens, espesially the first one,
as on Tuesday, 31st January, 1402 the session of the
eeurt was caneslied BFBB&B% due 1o these tournsys
and ether wedding festivities®.

"A.E.Grabski,op. cit,p. 72;Ph. Contamine, Les
towrnaigs en Francee & lafiin du moyem &ge, [in:] Das rifttatliche
Turniéry... , p. 441,

$J.Dtlugosz Amaldes.,., book 10, pp. 223-224: «Si-
gismurdis Hungariae rex ab omnibus militibus propter regie
dignitatis eminenciam et armoruem splendorem, qui in palestra
certaverunt, appetitus hastilusit» dated 1398; cf.: Redddsr kry-
tyezny «Ampadiinm Pollovider » Janan DWigeszaa z lav 1 38851444
(A Critirat! Analysiss of Jam DWigess's’s «Amakiipm PBidoniee»
fieom: the yearss 1383-1444)), vol. 1, adapted by S. Gaw ¢ d s, K.
PieradizKk a, J. Radziisszeams klaa, K. Stachowsskk a,
ed.J. Dabrowski, Wroctaw-Warsaw-Ciacow 1961, p. 52;
for information about Sigismund's stay in Cracow in the years
1397 and 1398 ef.: Z. N o w a k, Pelliyjsaq phacona Zzygmunta
Lubsesmbbrskitaoco do rol 1417 (Sigisswnsd of Lixombbowd’s
Neydice Poliyy Undill/ 1431)), Toruh 1964, pp. 67,70.

%5 ). D lwgwsz, Amnales..., ik 100, jyp. 248, 247; Rathitor
krytyczmy..., vol. 1, p. 64; Z W dow is zews ki, Genealogia
Jagiellonew (The Genealbgy of e Jagiéltvsy), Wansaww 1968, p. 38.

S E. Sikawraa, W sprawiée medzistiven Wladystave: Jagiefly
z Amnay Cyllejsiday (Om Whadystaw Jagisdto ‘s Marviagee to Awm of Cil-
ly), [in:] Personaee - coligatianess - féetay, Torun 1991, pp. 98-99.
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According to Dlugossius, in 1404, but most pro-=
bably in the following year, Wiadystaw Jagietto carne
to Torur. He was invited by the Great Master Kef-
rad von Jungingen, who organized a tournament iA
his honout. Polish knights were unlueky in this eom-
petition, Therefore the King ordered Debiestaw of
Olesnica to enter the lists. The knight meunted Ris
steed and bravely forced his eppenents to leave the
battlefield. Aceording to lohannes DIugessius, at abe-
ut 3 at night (i.e. at abeut 11 p.m. Our Time) Re was
the enly winner, the enly knight in the lists («in lBél@_:
stran), theugh he had been shall@n%iea By several khi-
ghts whe accempanied the Great Master”.

Another mention refers to a tournament held in
1410. The competition was organized by Wiadystaw
Jagieto in honour of Herman, Count of Cilly, who
was the uncle of the King’s wife Ann. At the begin-
ning of February the King ordered many knights to
Jedlnia, where «varia hastiludia, solatia et choreas”,
i.e. various tourneys, games and dances took place®®,

A very famous tournament was organized by Si-
gismund of Luxembourg on the occasion of Wiady-
staw JagieHo’s visit to Buda. The competition («hasti-
ludia») began on 22nd May, 1412, i.e. on Whitsun of,
according to Dlugossius, the day after Corpus Christi
Thursday, i.e. on June 3rd®. Many outstanding guests
such as Ernest 1 the Iron, the archduke of Styria, Ca-
rinthla and Carnlela; Albrecht 11, Duke of Austria; the
Silesian dukes Louis 11 of Brzeg and Legniea, Konrad
111 of Olesniea, Jan 11 of Racibérz; Osteja Stjepan
Ketromanie, King of Besnia, and Sandalj Hranie-Ke-
saca, a Bosnian magnate, entered the contest. Aceor-
ding te Dlugessius, the games lasted for twe days, the-
4gh an anenymeus annetation added t6 a shert ehre-
niele deveted te the Czech kings 6f the first part ef the
115ih eentury says, «prineipes...fuerunt Bude leti hasti-
ludende, eerizande et alia selacia exereende fere per
VI hebdomadasy, i-¢. for 6 weeks®. Dlugessius wrltes
that frem the merning untill the eveningQQ knights
frem Greees, ltaly, Franee, Hungary, Behemia, Bul-
garia, Besnia, Ausiria, Meissen, the Rhineland, Li-

). D lwgwssz, Amnales ..., Hmk 100, pp. 2257; RRobtidor
krywyozoy.,., vol. I, p. 71.

%), D lwgwsz, Mistoriae Polonicare /itri XII, wal. IN/,
[in:] Operax ommiay, vol. XIII, Cracow 1877, p. 1; Rodfitdr kry-
tyezmy...,, vol. 1, p. 88; A. G g sii@rroows &k i, frinenatiumn kréla
Wiadysthwea Jagitdb 386048434 (King: Wiadystaw Jagisdto 's iti-
nevaiy 1386-14834), Warsaw 1972, p. 53,

% J. D lwg wssz, Mistoria..,, wall, [N, pp. 1#4L; oft .. PPrrao
¢ h aska, Szitee historgeense z XV wiekw (Historicak! Studies
fioom: the 15th Cenitiryy), Cracow-Warsaw 1884, pp. 161-162;
Rodfiésr krytyezrwy...,., vol. 1, p. 140; B.. B r zusttowi ca z, Udziat
rycenstivea paltkkdggo w zagnaniczoyohch turmiajaebh w SSeebiriiowie-
czu (Polig Knighthbodd s Partitdiptition in Foreigmyn Toournaments
in the Mid@le Ages)), ,Herald”, No. 7, 1993, p. 10.

8 F Sikora, Sprawea insygmédiaa 13701402 a ggermalo-
gia Roznitw (The Insigmiéa fssue 1370H4422 Versus the (Gensalo-
gy of the Rozans)), ,Rocznik Polskiego Towarzystwa Heraldycz-
nego™, vol. I (XII), 1993, p. 42.
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Fig. I Prince Henry 1V, Probus, as the winner of a tournament (a miniature from Codésx Maaresse,
about 1320). After: A, Nadollskii, Bror i sstdj...

thuania, Russia, Walachia, Albania, Slovenia ente-
red the lists. The following Poles took part in the com-
petition: Dobiestaw of Olesnica, the knight who took
part in the Toruh tournament in 1405, Mszczuj of
Skrzynno, Zawisza Niger of Garbéw and his brother
Jan Farurej, Domarat and Jakub of Kobylany, Miko-
taj Powata of Taczow, Wojciech Malski, Piotr Ce-
browski, Marcin of Rytwiany, Andrzej Balicki, Jan
Goly of Strzatkéw, Marcin (Maciej) of Szczodréw
and Scibor Madrzny of Sciborzyce. Thus, it was the
flower of the nobility, the knights who earlier on, in
the year 1410, took part in the Battle of Grunwald,
who entered the contest. Dlugossius proudly obse-
rves that Polish knights were the first to enter the li-
sts and the last to leave them.

All the above mentioned knights were experien-
ced warriors and contestants. There were no youths

among them. Although the precise dates of their bir-
thdays remain unknown, it is known that they all were
over thirty. It can be added that Zawisza Niger was
37 and his brother 35 years old.

Zawisza Niger and Jan Farurej of Garb6w often
travelled abroad and took part in numerous tournaments.
The younger brother’s stay in France is mentioned in
West-European sources. It is known that «Jehan de Gra-
bo» was recommended by Charles VI to Martin, King
of Aragom (1397-1409), because: he did welll in a knigh-
tly fight fought in the monarch’s presence®,

' H. P o lLaacczzkké6wmag, @podréimilachh §rékdoiadecz-
nycth z Polkiii i do Polsiii {On Mediiat! Travelléess ffiowm: FRoland
ard! to Polantl)), ,Miesiecznik Heraldyczny™, vol. XVI, 1937, No.
5,p.69;A.F.Grabski,op. cit., pp. 65-66; M.de Riquer,
Caltallézess andhntess esparitddes, Madrid 1967, p. 100.

17



JAN SZYMCZAK

Zawisza Niger was even more famous than his
brother at the Emperor’s and royal courts. He accom-
panied Sigismund of Luxembourg on his joutney to
Ferdinand 1, King of Aragon, and in September 1415
in Perpignan in the presence of the monarehs unher=
sed the invineible Jehn of Arag@n in single eembat
(«in certamine singulari»)®. This suecess brought
fame te Zawisza Niger, whe has always been €ensi-
dered the symbel ef the esurage of Pelish knighthe-
od sinee then.

Undoubtedly, many Polish knights fought on
foreign arenas, but only few of them are mentioned
in the sources. In his romance Le petil: Jethain e Sa-
intré Antoine de la Sale, who died in 1464, tells a
story about a Polish magnate’s pilgrimage to the tomb
of St James of Compostella. According to the source,
he was accompanied by four other knights and they
all took part in a tournament in Paris, where «baron
de Poulllaine le seigneur de Loisselench» was weun=
ded and eventually defeated by the pf@t@g@mst ofthe
remance — the small knight Jehan de Saintré®, De-
spite the defeat the Pelish knight was admired at the
Freneh eaurt for his eleganee and ehivalry. He is eften
identified with Bartesz Wezenberg of Odelanéw. His
éempaniens may have B@@H Bartesz Seketewski of
Poniee and Jan 6Ff Mérki®.

The 15th century was the period of the full de-
velopment of knightly culture in Poland, which is fre-
quently confirmed by lohannes Dlugossius. Howe-
ver, pieces of information provided by the chronicle
writer remain very schematic and they mainly refer
to pageants and competitions. Dlugossius writes that
in the middle of August 1423 many knights took part
«In hastlludiis milltaribus» organized on the occasion
of Boleslas 1, Duke of Cieszyn’s visit to Cracow. Si-
filar eempetitions were held after the coronation of
Zofia of Helszany in Mareh 1424 and when Prinee
Casimir was berf in 1426. Vladislas 111 Jagiellon was
erewned King ef Hungary in 1440. Thl§ ceremeny
Was alse aecernpanied by tournaments®®,

Many pieces of information about knightly to-
urnaments come from the period of the reign of Casi-
mir Jagiellon. As early as in 1447 a knight of Bohe-
mia took part in a competition probably organized on
the occasion ofi the King’s coronation. His servant
was killed in the contest®™,

However, the eulogy that had been written abo-
ut Jakub of Kobylany, the nephew and namesake of

&2].Dtugos z, Wistorae..,, vol. IV, p. 207 - dated 1417,
cf.: Rodtitir krytigazewy.,., vol. 1, p. 166.

BAntoine de la Salle, Le petitt Jettam de Sgaimiré,
ed. P.Champion, FF.Deconay,Paris 1926, p. 203; A. E.
Grabski, op. cit, pp. 66, 72.

# H. P o laczkoomnma a, Najsttassee Zrouthn hbenddlyii...,
pp. 22-27.

8 J. Diugosz, Histariaee., ., vol. IV, pp. 315, 320, 342, 645.

%) Macek,op. cit, pp. 381-382; S. K. Kuczynski,
op. cit., p. 304.
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the knight who took part in the tournament in Buda
in 1412, stressing his remarkable skills, is especially
important. Recording Jakub of Kebylany’s death in
1454, the scribe of the castle court in Brzesé Kujaw-
ski mentiones one of the achievements of the Starest
of Brzesé (probably the seribe had ehesen this event,
because he eensidered it as especially impertant and
beeause it was semmenly eensidered as imperant).

An English knight whose name we do not know
travelled all over Europe, searching for knightly ad-
ventures and opponents who would take part ’in ludo
pugnandi, in torneamento et hastiludio’. His challen-
ge was accepted by Jakub of Kobylany. The fight was
held in the courtyard of Wawel Castle in the feseﬁ-
ce of King Casimir Jagiellon and the court™. The
knights bravely attacked each other with battle-axes.
They were separated when they were too tired to go
on fighting. They resurmed the fight after a short rest.
They were again separated by the knlghts chesen by
the King. The contest was interrupted, because the
English knight was utterly exhausted. Thus, Jakub ef
Kobylany, whe was net that yeung at that time, must
really be admired for his amazing skill and fitness.

After a day’s rest the two contestants resumed
the fight, using lances («admittuntur hastiludio»).
According to the mention, the Englishman wanted to
hit his opponent on the side, by deceit, and hit the
partition («ad sepem mediumy). As a result of this he
fell off the horse, broke his shoulder blade and was
unable to resume the duel. Jakub of Kobylany’s kni-
ghtly achievements brought fame to the Kingdom of
Poland, which, after the knight’s death, was fecogni=
zed and appreciated by Casimir Jagiellon, who prai-
§ed hlm for his participation «In duellis et astiludi-
i,

Another mention refers to a tournament organi-
zed in 1450 when Boleslas 1V, Duke of Czersk and
Warsaw, Mikotaj and Wactaw, the dukes of Raci-
bérz, and Boleslas 11, Duke of Cieszyn, came to Cra-
cow. The tournament («ludi hastarum») was held to
add splendour to their visit. It lasted from Saturday
to Tuesday (14th-17th February)®.

An interesting event took place in February
1470. Dlugossius writes that during a duel with lan-

) T.L[ubomirsk i), Jakith z Kobytam;, keszielam gnie-
Frirarekhj, stavastzn brresidi 1407-10634 {Jakéth of Koibylaryy, the Ca-
stellam of Grieznm, the Stawesst of Brzay 1407-U463Y), ,Biblioteka
Warszawska”, 1860, vol. 11, pp. 559-561; S. K utrzeb a, Przy-
czyneik do dziej@w turvikiiy w Polbee (A Conthibhicon to the Misto-
ry of the Tourmamept: in Polandy)), ,, Wiadome$ci Numizmatyczno-
Archeologiczne™, vol. XIII, 1901, fasc. IV, pp. 382-384.

% Codboxx epistoddrisis saenulili decimii quintti, vol. 111, ed.
A.Lewicki, Cracow 1894, Supplement No. 74, p. 583; A.
Kaminskin s k 1, Kadydaskiki (Katydagkiki) Jaidubb z Kattyhéan, h.
Grzymalea (Kolbyhédsisiki (Kolhyéasiiki) Jaldubb of Katdyldayy, Bea-
Fing; Grzymadda in His Coair of Awmsy), Palikki sfomnidk bbigora-
fitapyy (Pollst: Biegrappicada/ Didticvaty)y), vol. XIII, 1967-1968,
p. 161,

% ]. Dtugosz Histariaee.,., vol. V, Cracow 1878, p. 71.
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Fig. 2. The King of Poland in tournament dress (a miniature from the heraldic roll of the
Gollifer: Fleraee Avmmviak!/, 1434-1435). After: A. Nadollskii, Brom i sstidj...

ces «in singulari hastiludio» Rafat Leszczynski, bea-
ring Wieniawa as his coat of arms, hit Mathias Co-
rvinus, King of Hungary, on his forehead and woun-
ded the King. The contest took place at the Vienna
meeting™. It must be stressed that single combat was
a characteristic of tournaments where both the con-
testants were outstanding knights.

™ 1didem, p. 539; Rozitdr krytgazyyy «Amediinm Podioniaes
Janar D¥ogassaa z lat 144514880 (A Criticat! Awalisiss of Jam Diu-
gosz ‘s «Anmatianm Pollomiags » ffiam the Years 1445-1068§), vol. 1,
adapted by S. G aweddha, K. Pieradizklas, J. Radzisze-
wshkaa, ed. J. D abb r o w s k i, Wroclaw-Warsaw-Cracow 1965,
p.264; A. G asiorowsKk i, Lesmogydkiki Rafft/, h. Wikeriawa
(Leszczyriskki Raffit/, Beariinag Wiieniavea in his Coatt of Axms),
[in:] Polskti sfowrikk biogmditozyy, vol. XVIl, 1972, pp. 129-
130; J. L oj k o, op. cit., p. 134.

Tourneys palyed an important role in the we-
dding festivities of Princess Jadviga, a daughter of
Casimir Jagiellon, and George, Duke of Bavaria, in
Landshut in November 1475. Dlugossius, as usual,
says only that various games which accompanied the
ceremony lasted for a few days™.

A chronicle writer from Bavaria devoted much
more space to describing those tournaments and gave
much more details connected with the event™, On the
way, on Tuesday, 4th November, the train was ap-

™ ). D Llwg®sz, Mistoriae..,, wall. ¥, p. G34: qmar plucs
dies ludi varii agebantur».

28 Hiereth, Zeitgenississhbe Quellem zur Nardshuter
Flirstenilacbkeitit 1475, book 1, Landshut 1959, pp. 14-51; idem,
Herzay Georgs Hocthziil zu Lamdsifuet im Jattve 1475. Eine Darstel-
lung aus zeitgenissiscehban Quellem, Landshut 1965, pp. 131-135;
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proached by four knights sent from the city. A short
course was held on the track. After the contest, the
train set off to reach the city, where the young couple
got married in the parish chureh.

The day after, after dinner, which lasted untill
2p.m., new tournaments were held. They culminated
in a duel fought between Duke Christopher Wittels=
bach and a Polish knight who is frequently identified
with Dobiestaw Lubelezyk of Kurezweki, the castel-
lan of Rozprza™. According to the souree, they star-
ted to finger each other, as was the eustem, i order
to find any objects concealed, whieh lasted until after
dark, when they parted witheut jeusting.

The courses were resumed on Thursday, after
dinner. The same contestants entered the lists again.
Prince Christopher was wearing a black, white and
brown silk cloak. The saddle and the bridle were the
same colour. The polish knight was wearing a white,
brown and blue silk cloak. The same colours were
visible on the horse’s housing. The prize was a bro-
och set with precious stones worth 100 Hungarian
florins. Thus, the prize was worth the effort! Howe-
ver, the Bavarian chronicle writer was angry with the
Poles for their indiscreet behaviour, as they earefully
examined each part of the Duke’s eguipment, name-
ly his suit of armeur, the saddle and his elethes are-
und the arms and the waist and even the legs. At ilong
last the fight started. «At first they hit eaeh ether pre-
perly, but seen the Pele's lanee brake and his herse
iripped; the Duke turned en sight and hit the Pele’s
herse with all the feree he esuld muster. The steed
fell and his bedy eevered the Bele. Then a terrible
neise started. It was §8 géaféﬂiﬂg that ene eauld net
hear 8ng‘s oWR Weress ™.

On Friday, 17th November a detailed examina-
tion of the equipment rendered the fight between
Count Hans von Wertheim and another Polish knight
impossible. The prize was 200 Hungarian florins.
Thus, tournaments were not as disinterested compe-
titions as they are frequently thought te have been! It

cf: K. Szajnoch a, Jadividea Jagicdldokaq, ksiezna boawartska
(Vaettuigza Jagiiltow, Ductissss of Bavanii)), [in:] Drietn Kavelh: Szaj-
nocthy. Szkice histaryeznee (Kavel! Szajnoshha ‘s Works. Hlistarical
Stadiesy,), vol. II, Warsaw 1876, pp. 78-99; A.F. Grabski,
op. cit., p. 76.

B E.Pap é e, Kralwkide cory (The Daugheess of the
King) [in:] Studfler i sziicee z czastivw Kezimiéeraa JdggitMotezyka
(Essayss and! Studitss fficom the Times of Casimiir Jagitdidoy), War-
saw 1907, p. 295; F. K i r y k, Kuvazweekiki Dolfigstdmw z Auwiro-
zwelk, [in:] Poldidi sfomnikk biograditzeyy, vol. XVI, 1971, p. 269;
S.Hiereth (Herzog Geengss..., p. 176) mentiones Dobiestaw
Kmita of Wisnicz, the voivode of Lublin, who was not present in
Landshut - cf.: M. B iskup, Wokd¥ «landshuckitag@o wesslay
1475 rolay (Ow the «Lantghai: Weddingy oflA73)), [in:] M. B i s-
kup, K. G6rski, Kaziniéerz Jagitdldognguk. Zbidr studitbw o
Polsese drugitd/ pattswy XV wighy (Casimitr Jagitdldon. A Celles-
tiom of Swdiess in the Pelans of the Seeonst! Halff of the 15h Cen-
Iury), Warsaw 1987, p. 296.

™K.Szajnocha,op. cit, pp. 94-95.
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was not only fame but money that could be won and
the stakes were often very high.

It can be added that in 1437 the treasury of Mar=
cin of Rytwiany (d. 1428) and his brother Sciber of
Rytwiany (d. 1435), the voivodes of Sieradz, bearnig
Jastrzebiec in their coat of arms, was brimfull of knl-
ght belts decorated with silver, saddles and ether eb-
jects which were undeubtedly the prizes weR in teur=
naments. They had 34 small and big breeehes set with
diamends and ether fpf@@l@ug stones werth 1390 fle-
fins. OR the basis ef the mentien, sne ean draw the
eenelusion that Dzierstaw ef Rytwiany, just like his
father and unele, treated teurnaments as gambling and
a means f earning meney. He ek twe brogehes werth
280 flerins and twe §mn§_§ of pearls werth 24 marks
from the treasure left t8 RiM aned_his siblings and set
off ta try his luel in teurAaments™. 1t must Be Femem:-
bered that sueh teurnaments f@ﬁl%m@aﬁE E6mpetitiong
in whieh the esntestanis played for Righ stakes.

Some interesting pieces of information about
those tournaments can be found in the Gdarisk mate-
rial. The tournaments of Gdansk are characterized by
a long and rich tradition. In May 1457 Polish knights
flaunted their fencing skills, fought duels with side-
arms and jousted on horseback («gladiatoria et hasti-
ludianum opera») on the oceasion of Charles VIIi
Knutson's stay in the town (the king was exiled frem
his ewn eountry) and KiﬁgCasimir Jagiellen’s visit
to the newly regained city’™. The tourneys aroused
great interest of the townspeople of Gdansk, whe left
their work to see the unusual speetaele. The geed
springtime weather made the pageant still mere at-
tractive.

To commemorate this event tourneys were orga-
nized in Gdarsk untill the year 1570. They were held
in Dlugi Targ (Long Market), usually in front of Ar-
thus Hall, in May®", Only the sons of the most emi-
nent patrician families from St George’s brotherho-
od took part in the competitions. The members of this
organization imitated contemporary knights. They
wore gorgeous sults of armour and fought in pairs. A
mention dating from 1470 says that an Ambrosius
once «hastlluderet seu hasta ludum mere vulgari €6M=
mitteret» in the marketplace™. The mentien may re-
fer to sueh a teurnament. We de net, hewever, have
mere informatien abeut this eentest. The tournament
whieh was held in 1486 is mueh mere fameus, main-
ly beeause ef a seandal which aceompantied the event:

7 Pramw paltkige.,., No. 2700: «Pro quibus fibulis sznura
ipse Derslaus hastiludet».

7 ). D lwg sz, Mistoriae..,, wall. W, p. 26%.

M. B o guck a, Zyite codidiempe w Gariskku. Wiek XVI-
XWII (Everyetdyy Lije in Gdaitkk. The 16We-17Tw Centtniésy,), War-
saw 1967, pp. 178-179.

78 pettar capitttdonnm nec nom iudiizitromn e@deleiiastizomum
seleatey, ed. B. U Laamoowvsskkij, wadl. III, paatt 11 A&ctaiudicioiomm
ecclessasticowimm diosaessnm Plocsssisis, Wladiattrigesisétes Gme-
zmensiss (142216338), Cracow 1908, No. 880.
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Fig. 3. Tournament (Diadem of Princess Kunegunda in the Cathedral of Wawel Castie in Cracow, 2nd quarter of the 13th eentury).
After; Szukka Polsin przedomaishaka i raomaisda....

The winner was Lenart von Dammerau. He was a
knight from the lower rank of society. That is why he
was not given the prize. Only ten contestants took
part in the competition because of his participation
in the tournament. Several hundreds knights usually
entered such a contest™. It is known that it was the
patricians’ wives and daughters who presented the
winners with their prizes. A silver cup in the shape of
a ship was the prize in 1486. A silver buckle was gi-
ven to Jakub Hake in 1488. In 1494 Mayne von Sta-
den was given a shield funded by the councillors¥,
The winners were given various prizes. Accor-
ding to the tournament book of King Ren d'Anjou,
dating from c. 1460, the winners of tournaments co-
uld be given the following prizes: a golden stick for
the most beautiful coup de lance, a ruby for breaking
the biggest number of lances, a diamond for the con-
testant who was the last to leave the lists and did not
let the others tear the Zierdank (a decorative object)
down from his helmet®. At the tournament held in
Konigsberg in 1518 the judges gave the winners the
following prizes: a gilded spear for the best stroke,

®T.Grzybkow sk a, Gdaitkéa lajuite de la comr; [in:]
Munenar litvevarida Rictarddo vom Weizsitkeer a piiltddgisis et hi-
stoviciss Univensitatis's Gedanessis's oblatsay, ed. ). D att a, Wroclaw-
Warsaw-Cracow 1993, p. 61.

% B. Engel, Aus dem Avttishbodf in Damzig, ,,Zeitschrift fur
historische Waffenkund", book VII, 1916, No. 5, p. 137; Z. E u-
inski, Uwagii o wawelékiel/ zbvaii turnidjpoeiej (Remarkés About
Wawel! AMvmoomr frr the Jousty), ,,Studia do Dziejow Wawelu”,
vol. 5, 1991, p. 432; A.R.Chodynski, op. cit., p. 39.

. M. Jarostawiieccckkaa--Aas b povw K k a, Tirzy
ffancusisitie rekepisyy iluminewanee w zbiarecbh Crawtarygkich w
Krakawige (Thweee Frenohi HamddWritieren [Mluminatedd Copigss in
the Czawtorypsy's's Collknttonn in Craeaw)), Cracow 1953, p. 16.

a gilded sword for the best swordsman, a gauntlet for
the most skilful contestant. The prizes were handed
out by young and pretty women®. The oldest conte-
stant and the competitor who arrived from the remo-
test country were also awarded prizes. A very presti-
gious award was the prize granted for jousting (Ste-
cherdank). 1t was given to the knight who unsaddled
his opponent in the course on horseback with blun-
ted weapons.

Tournaments were also known at the court of
the Mazovian dukes. In the revenue book of Janusz
11, the duke of Plock, Wizna and Ciechanéw, some
expenses borne in connection with such entertain-
ments were mentioned in 1479. The tournament took
place in Warsaw. According to the book, 60 grossi
was given to the painter for his paintings; the barber
was paid 60 grossi for treating the horse of the Du-
ke’s courtier Aleksy (the horse was injured in the
eompetition) and 66 grossi was spent on 1 bale ef
white weelen eloth, and all this «super hastiludium
guande Dzerzonewsky hastiludebat in Warschouia*¥,

8 Aufzeiicimmagrn zur Geschiidtite des letzten Hdotimugiters,
des Mavigpaiger Alineshht vom Bramaérbbigg, von veesséhidenen
Werfasseny, hrsq.von M. T o e p p e n, [in:] Sevipiayess rerum Pris-
steantim, book V, Leipzig 1874, p. 328: «Wem die griszwerten
dasz best treffen zuteiln, ein vergulten spiesz zw dancke von der
brawt. Wen die griszwerten am besten mit dem schwert getornirt
erkennen sollen zuteiln, ein vergult schwert von eyner schonen
frawen zw danck. Wer sich nach aussage der griszwerten am ge-
schicksten im thornir helt, ein unvergulten hentschuh sthifftung
von einer schonen unzeytigen jungen junckfrowen zw danck»,

8 Ksiggza skanttawea Jamussz IV ksigritn mezawidekidggo 2 lat
147718890 (Jamuszz IV, Dullee of Mazawics’s Revenuge Boelk firom
the Years 1477-1499), ed. J. Se n k o w s k i, ,Kwartalnik Histo-
fil Kultury Materialnej”, vol. VII, 1959, Supplement, No. 273,
284, 369.
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It can be added that in the inventory of the trea-
sury of the Mazovian Dukes Janusz I and his brother
Konrad III the Red, the lord of Czersk and Warsaw,
some object undoubtedly connected with tournaments
held at court can be found. Ameng other things, 4
gilded silver lion heads and a gelden wreath for the
helm are mentioned®. All these objects must have
been very expensive.

This was only a small part of the expenses bor-
ne by the organizer of a prestiogious tourney. We do
not know all the costs connected with such an under-
taking. The cost must have included payments made
to craftsmen for building the lists and providing han-
dicrafts, which were indispensable at such ceremo-
files, as well as payments made to the artists whose
perfoermances added splendour to the competition. 1n
1500, during his stay in Buda at the court of his bro-
ther, Vladislas 1I Jagiellon, Prinee Sigismund [the
Old] paid a sum of meney te the trumpeters whe saw
off a Knight Plechne at his guarters after the ladter's
— a§ we assume — sueeessful duel («pest suum asti-
Hudiummm)®,

The superiority of military training to physical
strength is sometimes stressed in the written sources.
Zawisza Niger was said to win his victories thanks to
his fencing skills. This was also the case with Prince
Christopher Wittelsbach. The rule was proved by the
following event. In 1491 in Szczecin a tournament
was held on the occasion of the wedding festivities
of Ann, another daughter of Casimir Jagiellon and
Elisabeth of Rakusy, and Boguslas X, the duke of
Wester Pomerania. A Polish knight, whose name we
de net knew, was very successful in this competi-
tien. The knight was very fameus beecause of his nu=
fereus vieteries wen in teurnaments in Swabla, Ba-
varia and the RAineland. Despite the fact that he was
rather small in stature, e was a very skilful competi-
tor and unhersed all the @%geﬁemg-. «Ne ene has ever
seen sueh a thing beforen™.

It is a good illustration of the training function
of the tournament, which, after all, originated with
cavalry exercises. A Portugese chronicle writer wri-
tes that his ruler, Manuel I (1495-1521), would spend
Saturdays and Sundays at tournaments. As he consi-
dered them very important there were many good
hersernen and goed horses in his kingdom®’,

8 5. My ci e lisskj [nwemitarz sdienboa ksigigtmamrovdekkiéh
Komvadtn i Jamszz z rokw 1494 (The Inventtomy of the Treaswy of
the Mazoviam Dules Kovwran! ared Jamaszyoom the Year 1494), ,.Spra-
wozdania Komisji do Badania Historii Sztuki w Polsce”, vol. VIII,
fasc. 1-2, Cracow, 1907, pp. CLIX, CLXI.

% Zsigmondi Lengyel herczeg Budai szdmadisksii ({806-1502,
1505), ed. A. D i v é k y, Budapest 1914, p. 20.

% E Papée,op. cit, p. 309, B. Brzuss d oz a/4dp. cit.,,
p. 12.

¥ Damido de G diiss, Kronila: wielce szczeslivezgo krdla
don Mavmell (1495-1592)), The Chronitdée of the Nery Happy King
Maruel! (1495-U521)), ed. J. Z. K lLaawee, Witassaw 1988, .33 10.
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The tournament was not, however, equally ap-
preciated by all contemporaries. Gregory of Sanok,
for example, openly laughed at tournaments and the
contestants who hit each other with lances. He ¢om-
pared them to bees which were dangerous only be-
cause of their stings. Just like the bees, the conte-
stants tried to kill eaeh ether using only lanees and
defended themselves using their herses, their saddles
and all the things they had at their dispesal. Therefe-
re their lives eould net be endagered. He praised the-
se whe wearing full armeur, 6n herseback trained for
feal battle, beeause, threugh sueh exereises, they le-
arned te meunt and ride the herse and hit Blews. In a
teurnament the eppenents waited fer a ehanee and
learned te infliet enly miner weunds, Beeause they
all aveided serieus !Héﬂﬂ@& It ean be added that the
abave epinien daies bask te the seeend part of the
ﬁf?%eﬂtury; Beeause the werk was published in

Gregory of Sanok was not alone in his convic-
tion. In one of the royal chambers of Wawel Castle is
a tournament scene. The inscription says, *Tornia-
menta et Hastiludia Nobilium exercitationes quon-
dam erant militares, quibus et facinora corripieban-
tur, nostris autem temporibus ludi et spectacula’®.
This tournament frieze, painted by Hans Durer and
Antoni of Wroctaw, dates back to the years 1534-
153 5. Axttihed tikine thhe towrinament tedl dlbeadly llastiits
training function and had become a pure court enter-
talnment.

This is the way the tournament was presented
by Lukasz Gérnicki, a humanist and political writer
at the court of Sigismund Augustus. In his treatise
Dworzaniin Polstii (The Polisth Courtier)), written in
1566, Gornicki attempted to adapt the model cour-
tier of the Italian Renaissance to Polish conditions.
He reminds the model courtier that the skill of wiel-
ding different kinds of weapon is indispensable not
only on the battlefield but at court, where various to-
urnaments such as foot combats and fights on horse-
baek, fencing exercises and courses are frequently
organized. Such compettions are held in the presen-
ee of the lerd and the audienee. Thus, a geed courtier
fust be a geed herseman, he must knew abeut hot-
ses and ride the herse in a shapely manner®. The

% Ph. € a 111 ima& hh} ViteketmoessGBeggovi SaBadeessi,
ed. . Lichonska, Warsaw 1963, p. 69.

#S.Mossakowskh j, Trest dellaraciiji rerenessansoe-
go patheou na Wawellu (Tihe Conttews's of the Decurntiion of the
Renaissanere Palliee of Wawel! Casti)), [in:] Renszemes. Szt i
idealfgisa (Renaissaacece. The Avt and! the ldealdgg),), ed. T. S.
Jaroszeewskk i, Warsaw 1974, p. 353; Z. Zy g u Isskkii Jar,,
Brah w dawnegj Polksee na tle uziwaigeina Fuvagyy | Bbisdiego
Weethashl, (Avinss in Ancienh: Polaned Againek: a Backgreandd of
the Avmss and! v of Ewanee and! the Nean East)), Warsaw
1982, p. 193.

%E. G6rnick i, Duvamaninn polékki (The Polisth Cour-
tier), [in:] idem, Pismar (Wonkky), adapted by R. Po lilak, vol. 1,
Warsaw 1961, pp. 92-93.
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Fig. 4. Tournament (lid of an ivery box decorated with seenes from the Femanes Remr de (g Rese. h3%9-1350).
After: A, R, Chodyifikil, Zbvsjie kosze 7 golmiridgao DsHe: AKfiad..

model courtier must be better at «tilting at the ring»
than the Italian courtier, he must equal every Ger-
man knight (they remain saddle-fast in the joust) and
equal Hungarian knights for «courage and good
blows», because the latter are «born with the ability
to use the shield properly and strike blows»®,
Many knights followed the example of Jan Tar-
fo, bearing Topo6r in his coat of arms, a courtier of the
last two Jagiellons and the cupbearer of Cracow, who
was famous for his physical strength and victories won
in the lists. He had not only good masters but was
endowed with many talents by nature®. Jan Tarto
demonstrated his great skill during the festivities which
accompanied Barbara Zapolya's marriage to Sigi-
smund 1the Old and her coronation in February 1512,
when tourneys and knightly games («Hastarum ludi,
filitiae exercitia»), dances and other competitions
were erganized. The winner of the first prize was Jan
Reehenberger, an old knight of the King's from Sile-
sia, but the second prize went to the brave knlght Jan
Tare, as Deejusz put it®. Jan Tarte alse took part In
the many days’ eeurses whieh were erganized to add
splendeur te a meeting ef menarehs in Vienna in 1515,
hanks te his ashievernents he was referred to as the
«knight of great souragen™.

% Ibidem, pp. 93-94.

% Tbidem, p. 98.

%), L. D e cius, De Sigismundili Regiss tempurivbss /liver,
ed. W. C z er makk, Cracow 1901, p. 58.

% M. B i e Lsskkij, Kronika polska ((Pwlish @rrenicle), eedl.

K.J. Turowski, Sanok 1856, p. 984; B..P a prooki j, fferby
rycenstive paltkkiggo (The Coatss of Armes of Polisth Kiigghtiond),
ed. K.J. Turowski, Cracow 1858, p. 95.

Two royal courtiers entered the lists in Main
Marketplace in Cracow in 1517, which is recorded in
the city expenditure book: «Gegebn vor 5 pfund Con-
fecten Regalia vor Konigl. Majestt, do sein Gnaden
awfs Rathaws war kommen, do sich dy zwei ritter mit
eynander in Schranken schlugen, gros 45»%,

Tournaments were also held in April 1518 to
celebrate Queen Bona's coming to the town, when
they fired a salute and some knights met for jousting,
and subsequently during Sigismud the Old’s we-
dding, which was accompanied by numerous feasts,
courses and other expensive amusements, which la-
sted for a couple of days®™. Jan Tarto distinguished
himself in the lists again, as he chased and wnhorsed
Kasimir, the margrave of Brandenburg, in full armo-
ur. 1t was a big success, because the margrave, a son
of Casimir Jagiellon’s daughter Zofla, had been very
suesessful in teurnaments until then. He was even
8nee ﬁlveﬂ a rieh wreath by the Mazevian duchess
ARRY.

Prince Sigismund Augustus and Prince Elijah
Ostrogski took part in a joust with weapons with po-
ints which accompanied Princess 1zabella’s marria-
ge to Jan Zapolya in 1539. «Then some Hungarian
knights fought in pairs with shields. One of them lo-
wered his lance, hit the companion's horse on the

% A.Grabows ki, Dannee zatbytkki miasttn Kradawea (The
Haitevet Momumeats's of the Towm of Crazawy), Cracow 1850, p.
176.

% M. B i e Lsskkij,agp. catt,, pap. 1000110802,

% Ibidem; A. P r ze zd ziieeockk i, Jagiitlbnkiki polkidiee w XK
wighu: (Polish Jagiidltoss in the 16tk Centtury), vol. 1, Cracow 1868,
p. 62.
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forehead and killed it'*®. This mention is not the only
piece of information about SigismundAugustus® par-
ticipation in such tournaments. In 1552 he took part a
tourney organized at the foet of the Sirengheld in
Gdarisk in his heneur. The King’s esurtiers and the
youth of the mest eminent families of Gdarisk alse
eempeted in the teurnament. The audienee bet on the
results of seme Quels”.

Lukasz Gornicki’s account of the festivities
which accompanied Sigismud Augustus® marriage to
Katarzyna in 1553 is equally interesting. After the
wedding feast courses were held at the castle. Zyg-
munt Wolski, the royal swordsbearet, and Kiezgata,
the duke of Lithuania, fought with weapens with pe-
ints. A Knight Kosmowski jousted with the eguerry
of the Prince of Prussia. Twenty four pairs teok part
in the tourney with shields, with «laneeheads with
flngs». Then ether tourneys in armeur for the joust
were held in the marketplace, in which eentest eve-
ryene whe behaved aceerding te the artieles nailed
on the eastle’s doer eould participate and chase the
oppenent whoe was present in the square se that the
second had te fight twe er three sentestanis ene after
anether before he reached the sther side of the sgua-
fe. They ehased eaeh ether in helms with emblems
placed en them. The games were held in the presence
of the King, the Queen and all the guests: A speeial
baleeny was Built for them. The centestants whs di-
stinguished themselves in battle were sent wreaths
with rings By the King, the judge of courageio.

The preparations for these festivities had been
made much earlier. Some pieces of information can
be obtained from the royal receipts and directions
given to craftsmen, especially armoureis'®. So 52
tournament swords («gladiulis turnierskie») and 22
sabres, also for tournaments, cost 98 florins 14 gres-
si. Twelve florins was spent on 60 lances. They paid
300 florins for 1200 Spanish shafts and 100 shafts
were bought for 110 florins in Presev in Slevakia.
Six hundred laneeheads, 160 iron rings for lanees and
copper to coat the shafts were alse bought there. The
cost carme to 93 florins 2 gressi, transpert included.
The artilery fireworks eost 32 florins 2 grossi. Ferty
shield werth 138 flerins 20 gressi were alse bought
in PreSev. Three armeurers were paid 154 flerins frem

$8L. G 6rnicki, D w Kovanide Polliiés] z ppryytasze-
niem niektaiyebh pestrepnyoleh rzeezy od roku 1538 az do noku
1572 (Thee Histaryy of the Poliaty: Kinggddmn witth Some Adiiional
Infovmatidon Frem: the Year 1538 Untill the Year 1572)), [in:] idem,
Pismar (Workisy), vol. 11, Warsaw 1961, p. 574.

®M.Bogucka,op. cit, p. 179.

WF G érmiickk i, Drgjge., ., pp. 620-621; cf.: K. W,
Wojsirkd,i ¢ k i, Tumeéjge i genitityy (Tawnamentsits and! (Cour-
se), [in:] idem, Obrazyy staredaunene (Anaigans Piirwes)s), vol,
II, Warsaw 1843, pp. 17-18.

LK. G 6rs ki, Histoypa artylbryyi paltkicy) (The Misory
of Pollisth Artilléey);), Warsaw 1902, pp. 247-248: «Distributa art-
ficibus variis res tempore nuptiarum S. M. R. laborantibus».
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the city funds for 20 helmets with masks, collars and
other accessories'. Ten helms («galeis») were beou:
ght for 60 florins, The bill for sewing 6n the lining ef
6 hussar helms was 1 flerin 18 gressi. A silk taffeta
and the batting of the King's helmet east 22 gressi.
That was 1000 flerins 18 gressi aliegether. The eest
was exorbitant but fully justified By the imporanee
of the event and the splendeur of the esurt of the Ja-
giellens.

In the times of the last two Jagiellons the tour-
nament clearly lost its chief function and becarme only
one of the elements of the fully developed program-
me of court festivities. Although the teurnament, 6=
metimes even the tournament with weapons with
points, opened a ceremony it was subseguently rele-
gated to the background by other games sueh as the
parade of masks or the trophy procession with live
allegorical plctures. The wedding festivities ef Jan
Zamojski and Gryzelda Batory in 1583 eenfirm the
above observation'®. This cererony seefis t6 6pen a
new peried in the histery ef teurnaments in Peland.

4. Tournament dress and weapons

The introduction of tournaments to courts bro-
ught about the need to lay down some regulations
and establish some tournament customs. The tourna-
ments were divided into two groups: the tournaments
proper and knightly games i.e. courses. Besides gro-
up and single combats, fights on horseback and foot
tourneys, there were duels with lances, battle-axes
and clubs. Because of the growing diversity of forms
of combat, the rules had to be written down. The mest
famous collection of such regulations was compiled
by René d’Anjou in 1460. One of the copies was bre-
ught to Poland and can be found in the Czarterysey’s
Library in Cracow™, In the introduction King René
writes that the rules are based 6n German, Flanders
and Brabant customs as well as the eusiems 6f Rhi-
neland and serme preserved Freneh seurees. The werlk
contains detailed deseriptions of the ehallenge, the
proper dress, arms ane armeur, the rules of building
the lists and stands for the judges and the audience
aceording te seme generally aceepied standards, the
eeremenial gfithe emblem display, the knighis displa-
yed their heraldie deviees: the ceat of arms and the
F@HH@H,, te be given permissten {6 enter the contest,
hie very eempeiition and the ceremeny of granting

®t.Goérnicki (Dzgje .., p. 621) writes that there
were expensive masks at the wedding in which the King and his
guests were dressed.

W 7.7y gulisskeii Jr.,, Wignamialy tturniej syprawiomy w
Polsear (uwagii kostiumeddgigineye) (A Magnifitenn: Wedding Held
in Polant! (Remankks Athaut! the Costume))), ,,Biuletyn Historii Sztu-
ki”, book LIV, 1992, No. 4, pp. 15-21; A. W o Lodarrsskij,
- llournoils magniiliuee fenue en Pologngs'), ithidem, pp. 25-28.

M. Jaros lawiieclka-@asiiorowsika,qp. cit,,
pp. 11-17.
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the prizes. It also provides some information about
payments made to trumpeters, minstrels ete.

Unfortunately, lack of sources renders the pre-
sentation of the organizational side of tournaments
in Poland impossible. We have no information about
the preparation of the tournament square, called the
lists. This term had long been used in the Polish lan-
guage. Originally, the word meant a palisade built in
front of castle or city walls and the empty space be-
tween the palisade and the walls, where various com-
petitiens ane contests could be held. lohannes Dlu-
gessius writes that «circulaciones ex roboribus, que
srzank seu kebylene appellantur» were erected at the
foet ef Vilna in 1391 to facllitate the defence of the
eastle'™. Thus, the saying that «the knights have en-
tered the lists» besemes ¢lear:

We do not have at our disposal any descriptions
of the lists built in Poland, but the forgotten mention
of Jan of Czarnkéw dating back to the third quarter
of the 14th century seems to be interesting. Johannes
of Luxembourg ordered a circle to be marked off in a
meadow and surrounded by a high wall. Two tall to-
wers were erected on two opposite gates. He encou-
raged the Czech nobility to organize tournament ga-
fres within the wall, for practice and for pleasure'®.
Altheugh the above description is much poorer than
the description offered by our chronicle writer’s con-
temporary G. Chaucer in his story The Kiaiight's
Tale'¥, beth the accounts agree as far as the charac-
teristies of the tournament stadium are concerned.

In the Kingdom of Aragon amusements and
public entertainments were quite profitable to the
royal treasury. Before a coming competition the ri-
ght to build a timber amphitheatre surrounding the
lists and collect entrance fees was rented out to the
local townspeople. The rent agreement contained the
permission to open a shop where lances were sold in
close vicinity to the amphitheatre. Hipolit Burges, a
carpenter and a citizen of Perpignan, was one of the
men of initiative. The amphitheatre erected in Puig
in September 1415, where Zawisza Niger fought his
suceessful duel with John of Aragon, may have been
built by him'®,

The rules of such competitions, governing the
course of the contests, the arms and armour, were

95).D1lugo sz Ammids.,., book 10, p. 190.

% Joammis de €zarmikéow, Chrarticonn Ppoxarum,
ed. ).$z]achttowskl i, [in:] Monumeerta Boloriéee Hititoovina,
vol. 11, Lvov 1872, p.687: «Eertur namque, qualiter in quodam
prato amoenissimo fecit quendam circulum muro satis alto eir-
cumcingi et duas turres altas in portis sibi ex opposito consisten-
tes construi et in altum sublimare proponens infra ambitm muri
praedicti torneamentorum ludos per nobiles regni Bohemiae, gra-
tia exercitationis et solatii exerceri debere».

9 G.Chaucer, Canttrbbuyy Tales, London 1950, pp.
45-46.

S M. Kuczynski, Zawiszzr Czarmy (Zawiszza Ni-
ger), Katowice 1980, pp. 527-528,

adjusted to the enclosed space of the spectacles. The
safety of the contestants made René d’'Anjou define
the tilt arms and armour. He carefully discussed the
armour, the helmet and the housing and defined the
size and shape of the sword and the club so as to
eliminate any possibility of a serious injury. The we-
apens were examined by the judges and marked with
their marks. Only the weapons marked could be used
in eombat!®.

As a result of the changes occuring in the cha-
racter of the tournament blunted lances, i.e. sport
weapons, appeared as early as at the beginning of the
13th century. The lanceheads were in the shape of a
crown. In the middle of the 14th century special tilt
armour was developed. At the funeral of Charles
Robert of Anjou in 1342 three knights on horseback
symbolized the late ruler of Hungary. They were
wearing the monarch’s suits of armour. The first kni-
ght was dressed «In armis tornamentalibus», the se-
cond knight was «ad hastiludium aptis», the third
knight was wearing «armis bellicis»"®. Besides the
battle armeur twe other suits of armour are mentio-
fied. Beth of them, as their names denote, are con-
neeted with knightly games. Thus, ene can draw the
eenelusion that at least the pelitical elite had at thelr
dl§?8§ﬁl suits of armeur fer different occasions, i.e.
battle and tilt armeur, as early as in the first half of
the i4th century.

The tilt armour, which was used only for relati-
vely short duels, was as a rule heavier and more solid
than the battle armour, which was to ensure the ma-
ximum freedom of movement in battle. Thus, the for-
mer was equipped with various reinforcements and
defences. The appearance of the tilt armour brought
about the introduction of full breastplates, more resi-
stant to hard blows given with shaft-weapons**!. In
1337-1341iin King Edward 11I’s armoury there were
such «poltrines pour les joustes»'2,

The head defence played an important role in
the lists, because it was the head that was the most
exposed to lance-blows part of the body. The Great
Helm was originally used for that purpose. However,
its numerous joints and the flat top rendered the helm
not resistant to strokes. In the 14th century the Great
Helm became deeper and was added to. The skull
became more arched and a sharp ridge appeared where
the two forehead reinforces met. The opening was

M. Jaroslawiecka-Gyss bo pavs k k 3, op. oit,
pp. 13-14.

M bossarium reeliize..., vodl 1| PRaissl 9337 pp 3883 cEt. £E.
$ niezyiskkaa-S3 0d b0 t, Dwarskki ceremoniab? ppgarednoay
krélsw palikkeoh w X wieku (The Fumevat! Ceremaniah! of Po-
listh Kiinggss in the 141th Centtiryy), {in:] Szitsker i ideolbagan XIW wie-
ku, (Art and! Idealbygy of the 14th Cemtuxy), ed. P. Skubisze-
w s k i, Warsaw 1975, pp. 90-91.

Wz Zygulsskii Jir., Buon wdianmej Polsce..., pp.10d4.

"2 C, B lLaai irr fEiuropeam Avmour ciivaa [ T8R6 toctivaa / 1009,
London 1958, p. 59.
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semi-circular and the helm was leaned on the kni-
ght’s shoulders. It was a big very helmet. In the mid-
dle of the 14th century it changed to a typical helm
for the tourney. It is a frequent element of arehitectu=
ral sculpture and polychromatic heraldie friezes. Miost
such helmets had additional reinforees of the frent
part, which is a proef that they were used for tourna-
fhents. They are decorated With variaus erests. At the
beginning of the 15th eentury the Great Helm tesk a
Rew ferm. This new ereation was _gfass_fuli?' &alled
the «Frog-meuthed helm». It was fixed firmly te the
breastplaie. There was a sight between jts flatiened
tap and the hign side reinferees, well protecting the
face!™. That is the form in WRIeh it QEB€§F§ 1A the
crest of Helm («Helm) eaat o arms, whieh «galeam
habens hagtiludialem pre insigniy ™. The secand ha-
sie type of head defence was {he helm equipped with
a bar viser for the combat With Blynted swords and
elubs. 1t is visiBle in 3 representation of he Balish
menareh iR Hlk dress WRICh dates Back 18 the years
14941433 and on the BHier ilaB Bhf {gs ismB 8kl %
Easimir Jagietion A Wawel eathedral: %{ st
added that 8nly Ht helmets became part 8Fhe feper:
taire of Reraldic forms!:

The tournament became more and more popu-
lar. Armourers started to produce suits of armour for
different types of combat. «Armatura triplex», i.e. a
type of armour equipped with triple pleces for 3 kinds
of competition, was the matter in dispute in Cracow
In 1535H8, At the same time the Cracow armourer
Jan was paid 30 florins by the ¢ity judae of Cracow
Miketaj Sierakewski for a similar suit of armeur. This
suit of armeur, hewever, eould perferm still mere
funetions. It was a suit of «septenaria armant"’.

Suits of tilt armour are rather scarce in Polish
collections. That is why a very valuable specimen
found in the armoury of Royal Wawel Castle should
be given special consideration. The suit of armour

U3 A N ad o lLsskkij, MBuwh fisstdj rpymenstwa polskiege w
Srediomigenry (The Avmss and! Dresss of Polishh Krighthbodd in the
Mididlee Agesy), Wroclaw 1979, p. 116; A . Nowakowski,
Uzbrojemiée octiwamee (Deftnsivee Armsy), [m:\Qznboigiieie w Pol-
sce Sredhiomigeznsiej 135014500 (Armss and! Avnmwr in Méelieval
Poland 1350-1456%), ed. A. N a d o ILsskkij, bditiz 1 9980, p.442.

14 ]. D lwg®sz, Mnsigniar seu clenodla Regni P&lalonies,
[in:] Opera: ommizz, vol. 1, Cracow 1887, p. 569; J. Szy m afi-
skii, op. eit., pp. 134-135.

5P M r o zowsskii, © sziuase i stylizaciiii hevalfijpeneiej w
Polsaee XINOX wigh: (On At andl Hevallitc Stylizatigon in the
Polandd of the 14w-15i: Centuirigs);), ,,Rocznik Polskiego Towa-
rzystwa Heraldycznego™, vol. 1 (XII), 1993, p. 92.

Y8 Cragwnida artifitemn 1500156500, ed. J. Pta$n ik, [in:]
ZrGithn do hisvanti; szvakdi i cywillizejiji w Polbeee (Sounasss fr- the
Histtaryy of Alvtt avd! Civillzatigon in Poland)), vol. V, Cracow 1936,
No.825; Sfommikk faciiyy Srediowigezrmje; w Polheee (Dititreayy of

Mediawad/ Latim in Paland)), ed. M. P Leeziia, wall. I}, Woathavv-

Cracow-Warsaw 1953-1958, p. 754.
Y7 Cranaviaa artiffocm.,., No. 821.
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for the combat with blunted weapons *Stechzeug’ was
made by the armourer Konrad Poler from Niirnberg
and is dated to the years 1492-1500"%, 1t consists 6fa
Frog-mouthed helm, a breastplate with a lance-rest
on the right side, a stornach lame, laminated cuisses,
a backplate with a fan-shaped tail («Sehwanzel») and
pauldrons. Altheugh the suit of armeur is incomple:
te, BAe €an get_ a fairly elear idea of what the tili ar-
feur lesked like. Firstly, some pieses af this suit of
armeur were maede of mueh thieker sheet metal than
the ethers. The helmet weighed 8.7 kg and was 2-18
M thiek, the breastplate weighed 6.9 kg and was 3-
7 mm thiek, the stomaeh lame weighed 3.7 kg and
was 2.5-3 mm thiek while he backplaie was enly 1.5-
2 mm thiek and weighted 1.7 kg and the pauldrons
were 1-2 mm thiek. The suit of armeur found at Wa-
wel Eastle W%l%h% abaut 28 kg altogether- it sheuld
be remermbered that this type sFarmaur («Stechzeugs)
was net equipped with any feg defenees, as the KAl
gm was protected against'an Injury by the exiended
FORt 2FS6R:

The research established that the above discus-
sed suit of armour is one of the four suits of armour
which belonged to St Raynold’s Brotherhood and in
1557 were hung over their bench in Arthus Hall in
Gdansk. Unfortunately, there is no evidence to stg-
gest that the helmet and the breastplate from the arme-
ury of the Castle Museum of Malbork and the breast-
plate form the Arsenal of Wroetaw (depesits ef the
Polish Ary Museur in Warsaw) are the remalns of
two other suits of tilt armeur from Arthus Hall'®,

There are two other suits of tilt armour in Po-
lish collections. They are kept in the Polish Army
Museum in Warsaw. One of them is a steel, wrought
suit of armour for the German joust. It was made in
Valentin Siebenbrger’s workshop in Nuraberg in c.
1500. It consists of a Frog-mouthed helm, a breast-
plate with a lance-rest, a backplate, a stomach lame,
cuisses, a pair of pauldrons and arm defences. It we-
ighs 30 kg. The other was used for the tourney with
weapons with polnts («Rennea»). It was made in
Augsburg in €. 1500. 1t consisits of a basnet with the
bever screwed on the breastplate, which is eguipped
with a lance-rest, 4 stomach lames with tassets, the
left arm defence and a big shield with a spike, whieh
was the target for the eppenent. The helm weighs
3.85 kg, the breastplate 24.3 kg™,

Because of the popularity of the tournament eve-
ry self-respecting knight had at his disposal a suit of
armour for that occasion. Handing over his property
to the monastery in Dubrovnik in 1413, the Czech

B E Sciballo, Péthongiyskaka zivajfn turmikiomea w
zZbitraehh wametdkicn/ (Latte Gotttice Joust! Avmmur in Wawel Col-

lectiran)), ,,Studia do Dziejow Wawelu™, vol. 3, 1968, pp. 335-
356.

W7 Fuinski, op. cit, pp. 423-436.

7. 7y gulisskii Jir.,, Stara teot wipolskicth zirhiozaéh
(OVdAdmars in Poliatt: Collaations)y), Warsaw 1982, pp. 132-133.



KNIGHTLY TOURNAMENTS IN MEDIEVAL POLAND

knight Jan Nogavka of Chrustovice gave away all his
armour, i.e. a suit of battle armour and «platy klaczie,
pavézu et omnia attinencia hastiludii»'®, Polish kni-
ghts had similar equipment. In the Kazimierz register
of regiusitioned wagons is a mention dated 28th April,
1417, The mention says that a Zybrzyd was paid 30
grossi for transporting «apparatu hastiludencium» to
Bochnia'Z, In 1437, when the property of the above
entioned Marcin and his brother Scibor of Rytwiany
was divided among the inheritors, their «armis hasti-
ludij», i.. iilt armour (armour for the course), was also
meRtioned'=. A goed suit of armour was a guarantee
of sueeess. 1t was freguently valuable. In 1456 a suit
of «arma hastiludialia» was priced at 40 Hungarian
flerins of pure gold', i.e. at almost 70 florins (mone-
tary UHi£§£ Thus, the faet that the youth of Gdarisk
befrowed suits of tilt armeur frem Athus Hall {o take
part in taurRaments is net Surprising. The tournaments
were held in Gdarisk in Diugi Targ (Leng Market). In
1557 Jakub Thiele shese the best suit of armeur out of
the four suits of armeur kept in Arthus Hall. He paid 1
gglden Hungarian flerin for it

The attire worn on the armour was equally
expensive. In 1427 in Cracow William of Ferrara’s
widow, Margaret, took Hincza of Rogéw to court,
According to her words, the knight and his late bro-
ther owed her money for the following items ordered
by them for a tournament: 200 white lilies worth 8
marks, 5 silver bands worth 30 marks and garments
decorated with pearls worth 26 marks'?. She deman-
ded to be paid 64 marks. It was quite a large sum. It is
only surprising why the members ofi the Dzialosza
family ordered the white lilies, which were not de-
pieted in their coat of arms.

Although no information about Polish rulers’
participation in such tournaments can be found in the
written sources, in The Goldem Fleece Armovial! the-
re is a representation of a king in cereminial attire for
the joust, presented in accordance with the binding

E Wagner, Z Drobn4 J.Durdik, Kieje,
zibvai; a ziwaiv: dolty presibhsiciékd a husitskké, Prague 1956, p. 49;
V.Denkstein, Paiy Cesdshoo typw, part 111, ,,Sbornik
Narodniho Muzea v Praze. Historie”, vol. XIX, 1965, No. 1-5,
p- 7.

22 Podivayy kaziiniéeskige 140744432 (The Kazimiéerz Re-
gistarr of Requisitidnedd Wagons)), ed. 8. Krzyzanowski,
Archiwum Komisji Historycznej”, vol. XI, Cracow 1909-1913.

28 pramm palékige.,., No. 2700.

2 Ibidem, No. 3582; cf.: J. S zymcczakk, Prodlkkiia |
kosziyy uztvajgmida rycenskkéggo w Polkaee XWX w. (The Frodue-
tiom andl Cost of Kwiighh: Avmss amd! Armoenr in Pollandd in the 13th-
15t Centuries),), LodZ 1989, pp. 261-263.

A R.Chodynski, op. cit., p. 28.

% Pramwm palbkide.,., No. 2134: «pro eo, goud sibi pro ha-
stiludio laborauit ducenta lilia alba pro VIIi mareis; pro €0, quod
eidem tria crinalia argentea fecit ad astiludium et tibi Hinezeoni
huiusmodi duo, quodlibet pro sex marcis; pro o, quia eidem
Henrico eciam ad astiludium aparamenta et indumenta cum mo-
nilibus laborauit de perris pro XXV1 mareis».

heraldic rules. The king is riding horseback. He is
wearing a closed helm for the joust with a golden
crown, purple mantling and a crest. The crest depicts
a silver eagle with a crown on its head rising to the
sky. The king is dressed in a beautiful white suit of
plate armour and a purple tunic with silver eagles.
Silver eagles are also visible on the purple housing
covering his white horse. The horseman, the horse,
the cesturme, the arms and armour, the colours, the
heraldie erest form a complete artistic whole*?'.

It should be remembered that the last of the Ja-
giellons on the Polish throne was not only a keen
collector of precious stones and various works of art.
It must be stressed that in Sigismund Augustus's pan-
try there were suits of battle armour, suits of armour
for the course, cuirasses, various pieces of armour,
scaled cuirasses of different shapes, numerous eque-
strlan accessories such as bridles, saddles with ac-
cessories and Italian, German, Hussar harness ‘2.

The horse was a knight's inseparable companion.
Its stature, colour and housing were indicative of the
horseman’s social rank. As was the custom, the kmight
who wounded his opponent’s steed, which was a car-
dinal error, had to pay for it'®. The cost was frequen-
tly exorbitant, as a good steed cost over 10 marks**.

Thus,the contests of an agreement signed by
Mikotaj Naramowski from Poznain and Mikotaj of
Sobota, an official and the keeper of Poznan, is not
surprising. Mikotaj Naramowski borrowed a horse
for a tournament. By one of the articles, he was fi-
nancially responsible for the horse. If the horse had
been wounded and its legs broken, he would have
had to pay for it'¥. The deep solicitude for the horse

27 A. N ad o lLsdki,i [ ooeaysty st pyeasddi kkediowpplbisiabn
w XWX wieku (The Ceremmmiat! Dress of Pollisth Kings in the hdth-
15th Cenituriizs), ,, Kwartalnik Historii Kultuiy Materialnej”, vol, XXI,
1973, fasc. 2, pp. 305-306; K. T ur sk a, Ubiér dworsii w Polsce w
dolbiiz pirzrwegypbh Jagiialtmésw (Courtt Dress in Polanu! in the Times
of the First Jagiallingy), Wroctaw 1987, p. 83.

¥ E K opera, Driife skartvan koronmeggo czyli imsi-
gnitsw i klejinaitdu korenmypbh Polsidi (The Histomy of the Q@wn
Treasunyy, Namedyy the Crowm Insiggrida and! the Cromm Jewslés of
Polanttj), Cracow 1904, p. 76.

3 A S chu lLttz, gp. wit, p. IIL; W Iwaarncz a k,,
Tropem..,, p. 119.

®ef:).Szymcezak, op. cit, p. 163,

5l Nevm capitidéounmn., ., vol. 11, Acttn iudiciaromn eecdksia-
stiganmm: dioewsssmm Grezmersiss et Pormmikaseisis (1(4463/1530),
Cracow 1902, No. 1322: «Comparens personaliter providus Ni-
colaus Naramowsky, civis de Poznania, suo nomine petivit ve-
ner. dominum Nicolaum de Sobotha, custodem vicariumque in
Spiritualibus et officialem Poznan. Generalem, pro equo ad fa-
ciendum astiludium, cui dominus acclinatus favore et peticione
attenta dédit et accomodavit spe certe et sane restitucionis, quo-
niam viso equo nullo membro pedum lesum recepit de curia pre-
fati dni custodis, ita tamen et tali condicione sibi expressa, quod
si aliquid infortuitu [casu] accideret in tali facto sive qualiscu-
Aque ruina pedum in ipsum equum, extunc secundum placitum
et voluntatem prefati dni custodis, quantum dixerit et deliberave-
fit, exsolvere promisit et obligavit».
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is also visible in numerous mentions referring to the
cost of treating horses, which was frequently very
high. In 1479 in Warsaw, as has already been said,
the Mazovian duke Janusz 11 palel 60 gressi for irea:
ting a steed wounded in combat'®

The housing covering the horse was an impor-
tant element of the knight’s attire. The colour of the
attire and the housing was the colour which belen-
ged to the knight. Both the housing and the attire were
decorated with his heraldie device. The impertanee
of the housing is alse confirmed by the fast that in
the famous book of René d*Anjeu there i 1§ a detailed
description of this part of equestrian attire'™. In 1534
in Lvev a candidate for a master tailor had to make f
housing for the joust with 1anees, ealled «desks™
The term is alse found in Old Pelish dictisnaries,
where the ters «del» and «dekay are identified with
the Latin werds «ceeperia» and «stragulums, t
Czeeh werd «del» and the German erm «Deske*!s.

The housing was usually made of quality mate-
rial such as woolen cloth or, much more expensive,
silk, depending on the knight's financial condition.
That is way such a cloth covering could be a very
good present. In 1505 Prince Sigismund Jagiellen
ordered 2 florins to be paid from his treasury «pre
dek et pro alils necessariis ad hastiludium», but 3 years
earlier a housing («dek») cost as mueh as 4 floring'™®
It can also be added that the abeve mentiened Piesh-
no who was seen off at his quarters in Buda en 26th
February, 1500 was given by Prinee §1g1§muﬂd ared
«deck» worth ever 3 flerins as a present'™’.

% %

Although during the 5 centuries the functions
and forms of the tournament had been subject to va-
rious changes and alterations, its basic, entertaning,
role had been preserved. This role was very expensi-
ve, but everyone was ready to bear the cost, as the
right to take part in a tournament was one of the ba-
sic attributes of knighthood.

%2 Ksiega skarbova: Januszar..,, No. 284: «d. diux lsttammes
mandavit dare 1 sexag. in Warschouia barbitonsori, qui equum
Alexii [curiensi] curabat, qui offensus erat tempore astiludii».

M. Jar o staw iiecka-Gas iicormowskkaaoppcoit.ppl 3.

"y . Charewiczowa, Lwanskise organiiagige zaio-
dowe za czaséw Polsidi przeeipebiniovosjef {The Proféasiaval/ Qrga-
nizetitves of Lvow in Polandd BefGnee the Pawtificvs)), Lvov 1929,
pp. 87, 157-158.

15 Stownik & facinskaepglekiski Banttémieiaja z Bijdgesaczy
petflgg rekopidsu z rou 1532 (The Latin:FRlithv/ Dictiomanyy of
Bavtthmisp; offypdgsrezcz Aeeardifigg to a Handi- Wirittem Coppyfrom
1532), ed. B. Erz e p k i, Poznan 1900, p. 152.

% Zsigmenndd.,., pp. 175-176, 196.

7 Ibidem, p. 20: «pro deka rubea, in qua Pyechno astilu-
debat...sartore dedi III flor. cum uno ortt.».
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The words tormamemitiim and hastiludium, came
into use and became permanent elements of the Latin
written sources in Poland. There were duels with
weapons with points and combats with blunted wea-
pons, duels fought between twe eppenents and fi-
ghts in which cavalry troops toek part. The term fo-
wrnamenim denoted the teurnament proper, whieh
consisited in a frontal attack ef twe greups Qﬂéﬂi%mﬁ
fepregentm% different e8lours of ﬂéﬂ%@% Their fask
was to break the enemy’s battle array™. It shauld be
remembered that in his distienary written in 1546 Jan
Cervus ef Tuehela identified the werd «thurnijes WIEH
the werd «terneamentia» («thurnije = ESFQ%QFH@H@;;
the exact Plish equivalent was «kolby»™™. The La:
tin W@P@M{f@: meant an individual y%%& with lanees
with peints’™. The Janee played the decisive 8le in
sueh a tourney, whieh 1s reflected in 1is definition:
«hastiludium est ludus militum cum hastisy, i aHi-
gm With WERHOS OF & EBUFSE - «goRIwaR E{H@ ald

elish f8rR)™". The writien seurees i Which 80RI:
twas; is juxiapesed with the JourRament and k913
eonfirm this interpretation = The ferms gfs fauAd Jp L
4 SIory 4baui 7 sages IFQH%!QE%EIB 93A 8F K §£ ¢z l
in 1540, Which was vs% g%ﬂl 1A the ?

The stary fells of 2 pra % t WHS & 88 §f W
gemkwag ¥ W kBIBIey («Igvet coHrses and 18HF

35]43

Translated by Zuzamna: Rdlewska-Parra

M cf: S.K.Kuczynski, op. eit., p. 296.

% SYommikk Jamez Cervusea z Tuchadli (The Dicticveayy of
Jam Ceruuss of Tucthal4)), adapted by M. Kaarrp I u k 6 wmaa,
Wroctaw 1973, p. 166; cf.- Slownikk stanagoedskic; (OldPdtitiy/ Die-
tioray)), ed. S. Urban czyk, vol. III, Wrockaw-Cracow-
Warsaw 1960-1962, p. 314; Stomnmilik polizezysnyy XVAI wieks (A
Diictiareayy of 16th Centuryy Polig), ed. M.R. May enow a,
vol. X, Wroctaw 1976, p. 463.

07,2y g u lisskkij Zycie mazamku Sredniowigeznymn ({lijte
in the Medigved! Casti®), [Torun] 1948, pp. 80-82; R.Barber,
J.Barker, op. cit., p. 212,

¥ Glgssarivnm mediige..., vol. 1V, Paris 1938, p. 174; cf.:
SYomnikk faciny Sredhicwieeoje),.., vol. IV, Wroctaw 1975-1977,
p. 718; SYomnikk palizezyyayy XV wieku: (A Dictionaayy of A6th
Poligh), vol. VII, Wroclaw 1973, p. 540.

M2 SYowilik paltzezyamyy XWAT wigkay, vol. VI, p. 541, It
can be added that in his dictionary from 1564 Jan Maczyfiski
used the words «gonifwes» {«coursesd) and «turmépy» ({etarma-
ment)) but did not use the term «kolba». Cf.: Wyrazy peltkige w
stommikbu patkkbotdciogkivhim Janan Marzy¥kicggo (Poliat: Tiomms
in Jam Maezypidkii's PolighiLAdnin Dictitmary)y), adapted by W.
K uraszkiieawi taz, part 1, Wroctaw-Warsaw-Cracow 1962,
p. 116; part 2, Wroclaw-Warsaw-Cracow 1963, p. 192,

S Kiybév tekstiiw stavapodskichch,. Crasy najdawnisiszee do
rolu 1543 (A Selkxtioon of Old Paliitv: Texts. The Earliast: Tiimes
UntiW the Year 1543), ed. S. V ritecll - Wviierc z y f skii,
Warsaw 1977, p. 290.





