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MEDIEVYAL TARTAR MILITARY ACCESSORIES
FINDS FROM THE TERRITORY OF POLAND

Since antiquity the territories of Modem Poland, tho-
ugh situated outside the region of Euro-Asian steppes,
had remained within the reach of indirect cultural influ-
ences or even direct penetration of the successive No-
madic groups which gained domination over the Great
Steppe.

In the hitherto existing Polish archaeological literatu-
re the discussion about the possible ethnic interpretation
of the archaeologicall finds, according to some re-
searchers, connected with the material culture of the
steppe nations, mainly the Scythians, the Sarmatians, the
Huns and the Avars, has been given much consideration.
However, there have always been extreme discrepancies
in the conclusions, which results from the fact that in
the case of these nations, both in the antiquity and at the
beginning of the Middle Ages, pieces of information
about their possible relations to Polish territories found
in the written sources are scarce or do not exist at all.

The old medieval source basis is quite different in
this respect. Some written accounts of the presence of
nomadic groups in particular places which allow for the
reconstruction of their routes have been preserved. Thus,
an opportunity to compare information obtained from
both kinds of sources, namely the archaeological and the
written ones, appears. Moreover, it may be possible to
verify the interpretation of archaeological finds.

The existence of formal analogies on the Great Step-
pe territories and a possible connection of a given find
with the material culture of the nomads have been assu-
med to be the criterion of classifying this specimen as a
“Tartar™ one Certainly, it does not mean that this con-
nection must have always been the case.

After the above stated criterion had been accepted
and the selection of archaeological finds from the terri-
tory of Poland had been made, a set of 26 specimens of
possible “Tartar” provenance was established. Those are
mainly arrowheads (24 specimens), all of them flat with
pivots. As far as the shape of blades is concerned two

" Bearing in mind the comtroversial character of terms used to
refer to the nomads invading the territories of present-day Poland in
the late Middle Ages, the term “Tartars” has been accepted as the one
appearing in old medieval Polish literature. The term covers numerous
nomadic ethnic groups most probably using Turkish as their kanguage.

groups may be distinguished here: the deltoidal arrow-
heads (23 specimens) and the rhomboidall ones (1 speci-
men). Besides the arrowheads, a fragment of a karvash
(a forearm protection) and a horse bit have been classi-
fied as “Tartar” finds coming from Polish territories. All
these specimens were found at seven excavation sites
(see the map).

1. Czermmo, the province of Zamos¢.

Three deltoidal arrowheads (fig. 1) and a fragment
of a karvash (fig. 2) have been found in this village so
far. They were discovered during the excavation works
on the 10th-13th century stronghold the remains of the
town of Czerwieri, situated at the crossroads of two im-
portant commmmmntum routes: Wlodimierz-Zawichost
aid Brze$é-Halicz®. Both the arrowheads and the part of
a karvash come from level 1 of this structure, dated to
the 12th-13th century4. A local story, which has been
preserved up to now, tells us about the destruction of the
town of Czermno by the Tartars. According to it, the
invaders maimged to bum the town by means of pigeons
with burning fire-braids tied to their tails. According
to achronicle relation, in 1240 Czerwiefi was seized
by Ba.tu Khan, who used a battering namn to achieve
his goal

2. Debno, the province of Kielce.

A deltoidal arrowhead was found in Dgbno on the
motte being the remains of a stronghold dated appro-
Ximately to the 14th century and destroyed during the
Lithuanian invasion in 1370 (fig. 3)

3. Kowala-Stgpocina, the province of Radom.

During the archaeological works on the stronghold

2K, Jazdzeewskk i, Ogblne wiadomestii o Rzzrminie-Czer-
wieniiy, " Archeologia Polski®, vol. 4, 1959, fascicle 1, p. 82.

T. Wasowicaz, Czerwieni, [in:] Sfownilk Starozymestii Sto-
wra:fusilaxzﬂ; vol. 1, part 2, Wroctaw-Warsaw-Cracow 1962, p. 40.

4 A Zbiierskk i, Wczesnoshedmowigernae matevighy archeo-
logiczme z Czernina nad Huczmay, “Archeologia Polski”, vol. 4, 1959,
fascmle 1, p. 129.

5 K. Jazdzewskli j, op. cit., p. 80.

1. Kuczyiskk j, XTW-wieczny grédek w Debmiiz, woj, kielec-
kie, gm. Nowa Shupim, "Rocznik Muzeum Narodowego w Kielcach",
vol. 12, 1982, p. 229.
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situated in this village, among, others, a deltoidall arrow-
head (fig. 4) as well as a horse bit, with a two-past to-
oth-bar and circular side-bars with short bars forged to
them (fig. 5), were discovered. On the basis of the
earthenware matetial the strongheld was dated to the
13th-15th century. The above stated speeimens come
from the oldest phase of the use ef this building, the
burAt stratum, whieh is the evidenee of it having been
aegtr@y@@ By fire. This stratmm is dated te the 13M0-14th
century’.

4. Cravow, the province of Cracow.

One deltoidal arrowhead comes from the archaeolo-
gical works conducted at Wawel Castle. It derives from
the stratum dated to the 13th century (fig. 8). There was
an earth and timber stronghold on the western edge of
Wawel Hill, which was burnt by the Tartars in 1241°.

5. Nawra, the province of Toruf.

A deltoidal arrowhead was found in this village du-
ring the probe investigations of the motte, the remains
of a conical stronghold. The stronghold was most pro-
bably destroyed by the Lithuanians during the war of
1414°,

6. Opole, the province of Opole.
During the many years” research works of the
stronghold at Ostréwek in Op(»le among others a rhom-
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7. Plemigta, the province of Toru.

A numerous (consisting of I3 specimens) set of de-
Itoidal arrowheads (fig. 6) comes from the stronghold at
Plemigta. Among these specimens six variations depen-
ding on the blade shape have been distinguished by the
authors of their elaboration'?. The year 1414 has been

"B Ewisrtak Eredsisks §f82r€rraw’wrmg{§€@we&t Keva:
fa-Stepssing - {888* Wej- yadsmaiie Badanic wsryfwée Lol
i W%swrr&sn €8BY 1R the BIZ department in £8d2):

uerquin, Zami w Polses, Warsaw 1984, p. 1

According to the information received from Dr. Kola Institute
of Archaeology and Ethnography of the Nicolas Copernicus University
in Torun.

K. W actowskk j. Sredniowisozoea broii miotajies: na
Sigskw w Swietle znalezistk z Ostréwhkar w Opolu, "Archeologia Polski",
vol. 27. 1982, fascicle 1, p. 194, fig. 13 k. In K. Wachowski's publica-
tion also a forked arrowhead is classified as an East- European one
(fig. 13i)). However, fiorked amowheads were widiespread iin rmadiiewsl
Asia and Europe (Western Europe included). Moreover, the results of
the study of this arrowhead variation seem to be unsatisfactory and the
question about the provenance of particular variants cannot be answe-
red. Therefore the above mentioned specimen has not been discussed
in thls paper.

1L W. Hotulbowiicc z Opole w wighaelh X-XI, Katowies
1956, m})p 64-65.

A.Kola G Wilke, Péioiiedhiovidezane siedzity ty-
cersii: na ziemi chelmiiisiieyj w Swietle badark areheolgitzyshh w Sto-

accepted as the most probable date of the destruction of
the Plemigta stronghold. The Tartars, who remained in
the service of the Lithuanians, or the Lithwanian-Russian
warriors armed with oriental shooting weapons and ra-
vaging the province of Chetmno at that time'® might
have been the perpetrators of this catastrophy.

# * L

The deltoidal arrowheads seem to be the most nume-
rous group among the above presented specimens. In the
hitherto existing archaeological, mainly Russian, litera-
ture they have been frequently termed as Mongolian.
This point of view is most clearly justified by A. F.
Miedviediiewv, who connects the deltoidal amrowhead
finds from Europe with the Mongol invasions'®. The
above thesis is later repeated by many other archeolo-
gists. The words of 1. L. Kyzllaarww who classifies these
arrowheads as Klptchack seem to offer the only diffe-
rent ethnic interpretation of these military accessories.

A considerable expansion of this form of anrowheads
in Asia and Europe appears to be an undeniable fact.
Despite a great number of finds, the chronologiical scope
of their use and the genesis of their form cannot be easi-
ly specified. First single specimens of this shape, dating
from the first half of the 1st century A.D., come from
Tuwa and the Minusitiska Valley and some equally rare
ones, dating from the 8th-10th century, also from Mon-
golia and the Altai Mountains'®. However, the majority
of arrowheads belonging to this variation date back to
the 13th-14th century. This chronology is shared by all
the deltoidal arrowheads found on the whole territory
they are present on. As we have already noticed, this
territory is a vast one, as these finds appear 1n the Amur
basin , over Baikal, in the Altai Mountains'® and Mon-

szewaelh | Plemigtand;, "Acta Universitatis Nicolai Copernici. Archeo-
logia", vol. 6, 1980, fig. 12; by the same authors, Miliiania: z grodziska
w Plemigtacth. Brow strzelezas, [in:] Plemikisu. Svedniomieszayy grédek w
ziemi; chefmitiiided;, ed. A, N adiool sk k i, Wiarsaw-Poznan-Terun

1985, n;p 112-114.
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v XY v,, "Sovetskaja Archeologua" 1980, No. 2, p. 87.

Ju. S. Chudjakov, Veoruzenie sredienekampli kecevhi=
kov Juznaj; Sibiri 1 Centrelhajj Az, Novosibirsk 1986, pp. 28 and 38.

E. 1. Derevjan ko, Ocerdi voernog® dela pimen: Pria-
murjia, Novosibirsk 1987, fig. 19: V. E. Medvedev, Obseee |
osobenngs: v nekotonyelh vidacth vooruzemij: ezurezen’skoj epoetti Pria-
mur'je i Primonjgy, [in:] Voennoe defo dreviege naselenip SSeverioj
Adziii, Novosnblrsk 1987, pp. 205-219, fig. 3.

V. E Nemer o v, Nakonssnikti stie)/ Uneluguaskaii Auiury,
[in:] Avcitealigijse: Severnoj; Azii, Novosibirsk 1982, pp. (68-177,
table 1, p. 169; by the same author, Voinskoe snaijazenie: | oruzie
mengaikkbago voiwa XITRAW w., "Sevetskaja Areheolegiin®, 1987,
No. 2, fig. 2:Ju. S, Chudjaksev. Kolleip zelezmweh
nakonagnikesy strel eftinshoge, muzein, [in:] Areheologiife SeversR; ...
pp. 135-148, fig. 3.
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Figures: 1. Deltoidal arrowheads from Czermno. 2. Fragment of a karvash from Czermno. 3. Deltoidal arrowhead from Debno.
4. Deltoidal arrowhead from Kowala-Stgpocina. 5. Horse bit from Kowala-Stepocina. 6. Vamiations of deltoidal arrowheads from
Plemigta. 7. Rhomboidal arrowhead from Opole. 8. Deltoidal arrowhead fram Cracow.
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Y s c h w dljjaskkoovy, Zelkmyjge nakemeeniiki strel iz Mongo-
lii [in:] Drewniiz kulwwy Mongeliii, Novosibirsk 1985, pp. 96-114,
fig. ' A. F. M ediwesdke/y. Tataro-mongelékiée nakomeeniii....., figg. 1.

VAL So Lo We sy Wlertinoeddédokioremaggo nasebtenjjaZ Zapdd-

toj vawWaa srednevakowge, Novosibirsk 1987, p.39. table 1V, 7-9
Uy A IVanOv, Veomzeniée srednevelawpty! Amoevnikov
Juznagw Urala | Priwallpz (VII-XW v [in:] Veennoe defo dirswmego
naselenijz Sevevnoij Aziii, Novosibirsk 1987, pp. 172-189, p. 183, fig.
LV. A Ivamov, B. A Kriger, Kurgamy Aypeackego
vremenii na Juznom: Urale (XIF-XW vv.j, Moscow 1988, p. 26, fig. 1.

2 A F Medweddsy, Roengjir metaielhos oruzie ..; pp.
75-82, by the same author, Tataro-monggitkiée nakomeenilii ..., pp. 50-
60, fig. 1-4; G. A. Fedorow--Mawvwyd vy, Kocewildi Xogiocnoj
Evropy pod! viastijiu zoloto-ondiynskict/: chamaw, Moscow 1966, fig. 3.

>A. Ch. Chalikov, Kelwa Biljavar. Bulgersiliec omdija
trudh I orutie X-XW/ w., Moscow 1985, p. 155, fig. LIII.

4 A Ruttkay, Waffen und Reiteraussisisangg des 9. bis zur
erstem hiélfte des 14. Jaiwhiundéetss in der Slowaldii, 11, "Slovenska Ar-
cheologla" vol. XXIV, part 2, 1976. pp. 327-328. fig. 54.

®p, €. Nicolle, Ams and Armour of the Crusading Era,
1050-Y357), New York 1988, vol. 2, p. 940,

heads was employed by numerous nomadic groups of
the Great Steppe. However, their presence on so vast
territories may really be connected with the migrations
of the Steppe people caused by the Mongol expansion.
In the hitherto existing archaeological literature also
the rhomboidal arrowheads, analogues with the speci-
men found in Opole, have been considered as Mongo-
lian. Generallly, they also date back to the U3th-14th
century and their territorial range roughly corresponds to
that of the deltoidal arrowheads. It extends from beyond
Baikal™", Mongolia’ and South-Westem Siberia® te
Eastern Europ In the case of this variation, the re-
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Ju S. Chudjakov, Kollelaijju Zeleznycth makamecni-
kov..., pp. 135-148, fig. 4-5.
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6060 Cflgal;iG o A, bpe éio, po V5SPfgvIid.o v, op. cit, fig. 3; A.
Ch. Chalikov, op.cit, p. 155, fig. LIII.
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The localization of the archaeological sites 6n Polish territories where “Tartar” military acessseries were found: 1. €zermne, the

province of Zamo$¢. 2. Debne, the province of Kielce. 3. Kowala-Stepecina, the province ef Radem. 4. Cracew, the previnee ef

Cracow. 5. Nawra, the provinice of Terun, 6. Opele, the province of Opole. 7. Plemieta, the previnee of TeruA. Nots: a framed mark
denotes a site where more than one specimens were discovered.

preserved on its longer edge. It is a fragment of a two-
part karvash, probably fornned for the left forearm. Me-
dieval finds of this kind of defensive arms are rare. The
completely preserved karvash coming from the burnt
stratum of the stronghold situated at Saehnovku in
Ukraine and destroyed by the Mongols in 1240°° appe-
ars to be a close analogy. The interpretation of this spe-
cimen which describes it as an element of a Russian
wattlor’s arms Is not a very plausible one, as no other

¥ A N Kirpicnikov, Drewemusskbee oruzie, vol, Ill,
Dospeath, komplkidss boevyath sredstw IX-XWll vv., “Archeologija SSSR.
Svod archeologiceskich istocnikey", vel. EL-36, Leningrad 1971, fig.
13, pp. 20-21.

karvashes have been discovered on the territory of me-
dieval Russia so far, Moteover, the term “narutch” does
not appear in Russian literature before the 16th century.
M. B. Gorelik’s opinion presenting this karvash as a
Mongolian specimen’! seems to be more convineing.
The hypothesis that this kind of forearm protection was
used in Latin Europe in the I3th century has not been
proved so far. Karvashes were, however, used in con-
temporary, 13th century, Persia. According to M. B. Go-
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relik, they had been used in Central Asia since the
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32 Ibidem, p. 196.

*D. Ju Cachkiev, E. . Narozmyyj, MPegmebenic
znatnoge gorskagw voina nacale XV veka iz sefemijim Verchnij Mkun
(Cecemo-lhgyustijaly) [in:] Veennoe defo drevmegw i sredneveilovorgo na-
selenijm severnwij i eemwalho)j Aziii, Novosibirsk 1990, p. 130, fig. 1.

#s AP lettmew®s, Drewnosti @Hmp}ch Kiobukov, "Hoadtedin-
gija SSSR. Svod archeologiceskicih istocnikov”, vol. EI-19, Moscow
1973 table 40, 1.

’G. A. Fedorow-hawydey. op. cit, fig. 2.

% In the years 1356-1359 one of Khan Berdibek's sons took refu-
ge in the province of Smolensk and was granted land there. In the
following years his sons were also granted pieces of land on this terri-
tory. J. TyszKiieew 2z, Tatarzy na Litwiz | w Polses;, Warsaw
1989, p. 146.

the nomads. Although the presence of nomadic people
in the case of the remaining, the seventh, site (Kowala-
Stepocina) is not confirmed by the written sources, this
place was undoubtedly situated in the sphere of a direct
penetration conducted by Tartar troops, which started
with their first invasion in the middle of the 13th centu-
ry. As the stratum of ashes that the above mentioned
relics were discovered in dates back to the turn of the
13th century, it may be suggested that the stronghold at
Kowala-Stgpocina was burnt down during the third Tar-
tar invasion in the year 1287.

To sum up the above remarks, it must be said that
the collation of the interpretations of the archaeclogical
sources and pieces of information obtained from the
written ones confirms the possibility of an ethnic identi-
fication of these archaeologicall finds. It may be surpri-
sing that the small number of these relics does not
correspond to the considerable destruction caused by the
Tartar invasions of the Middle Ages recoumted in the
written materials. However, the possibility of this being
a result of a wrong identification of the amchaeological
relics kept in Polish museums cannot be excluded. It
should also be pointed out that in Poland there are a few
archaeologicall sites which are the marks of war destruc-
tion and manslaughtter. The presence of Tartar troops at
these places is clearly confirmed in the written sources,
though no mobile objects of nomadic origin can be fo-
und.

Coming back to the possibility, already discussed in
the introduction, of treating, though with some caution,
the above presented facts as a model example of an eth-
nic interpretation of the archaeological relics associated
with the nomads, it should be noticed that if no written
sources were avaiable, such a limited number of these
specimens might justify a for-and-against discussion on
the direct presence of the Steppe invaders on our territo-
ry. Thus, the advantages resulting from the use of diffe-
rent kinds of sources have once more been stressed here.
As far as the issues of medieval Tartar invasions on Po-
lish territories, which are relatively well documented in
the written materials, are concerned the archaeological
sources, which play an auxiliary role nowadays, as well
as their numerical increase may help us to solve nume-
rous problems such as the precise marking of the inva-
ding troops’ marching routes.

Tramsibtedd by Zwgamaa PokdkleskkaPama
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