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H E L E N A Z O L L - A D A M I K O W A 

MAJOR RESULTS OF 1984 EXCAVATIONS 
OF EARLY MEDIEVAL SITES IN POLAND 

A b o u t 80 early medieval sites were investigated, including 30 s t rongholds and early towns, 
30 sett lements, 15 cemeteries, 3 features of sacral Chr is t ian archi tecture and 2 presumed 
places of pagan cult . 

I m p o r t a n t results were yielded by the study of several sett lements f r o m the early phases 
of the Early Middle Ages. Excavat ions were cont inued on a sett lement of the 6th-8th cent., 
si tuated near an early medieval s t ronghold at W y s z o g r ó d (13), Płock province, site 2a 
(previously site) 13) (W. Szymański and team, Instytut Historii Ku l tu ry Mater ia lne j P A N , 
Warszawa) . The discoveries included 3 square semi-subter ranean huts with domed stone ovens 
in corners , 1 long post-bui lding, numerous tub-shaped fea tures ; small finds included only 
h a n d - m a d e pot te ry (in hut no 1) or with upper par t s finished on the wheel, a c o m b with 
a t r iangular project ion on its back , a segment bead of glass. Moreover , an enigmatic groove 
feature , shaped as the letter U (with a rms 7 m long) has come to l ight; its fill conta ined 
animal bones, a vessel with remains of organic substance, and f ragments of 2 vessels, one 
with the mark of a cross, another with an unde te rmined one. The investigations at 
D ę b c z y n o (2), Koszal in province, site 38 (A. Sikorski, Uniwersytet , Poznań) comprised 
a semi-subterranean hut , 3 hear ths , 16 domest ic pits and 31 postholes of a two-phase set t lement: 
of the 6th-7th cent, with pot tery of the Dziedzice-Sukow type, and of the 9th-9th/10th cent, 
with pot tery of the Szczecin-Menkendorf and Wol in-Fresendor f type. Rescue excavat ions of 
a mult icul ture set t lement at K r a k ó w - N o w a H u t a - B r a n i c e (25), site 76 (J. Rydzewski and team. 
M u z e u m Archeologiczne, K r a k ó w ) revealed 3 features with h a n d - m a d e pottery of the Prague 
type : a rectangular hut with a s tone hear th in a corner and with 2 posts, and an oval pit 
with an adjacent hear th on the outside. Eight pits (6 regarded as remains of dwelling 
features) and 1 hear th with f ragments of h a n d - m a d e vessels, vessels with upper par t s finished 
on the wheel, and a few potsherds of the Przeworsk cu l tu re of the Late R o m a n period 
(in secondary posi t ion?) , 6th-8th (?) cent. , were investifated at W a l k ó w (21), Sieradz province, 
site 3 (B. A b r a m e k , M u z e u m Ziemi Wieluńskiej, Wieluń). 

A m o n g the s t rongholds of special interest is the two-phase feature of the 8th-10th/11th 
cent, at P o d e b ł o c i e (22), Siedlce province, site 1 (J. Gąssowski and team, Uniwersytet , 
Warszawa). The founda t ions of the older r a m p a r t consisted of a row of quadrangu la r t imber 
block cons t ruc t ions (with a quant i ty of comple te vessels inside). The younger r ampar t 
consisted of vertical posts and t imbering of boa rds , suppor t ing a fill of s and ; the whole was 
sur rounded by a system of deep moats . The 4th season of excavat ions revealed a hypothet ical 
gate of the older s t ronghold , fur ther semi-subter ranean huts with domed ovens of clay and s tone 
in the N W or N E corne r ; at the ent rance to one hu t a spur of the older type with 
in- turned hook-l ike terminals was found . 

The great s t rongholds of Little Poland are represented by T u l i g ł o w y (27), Przemyśl 
province (M. Caba l ska , Uniwersytet Jagielloński. K r a k ó w ) where a box const ruct ion of the 
transverse rampar t dividing s u b u r b II and III, 11th (?) cent . , was revealed: and by Z a w a d a 
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(26), T a r n ó w province, site 1 (A. Cetera , J. Okoński , Pracownie Konserwacj i Zaby tków, 
Ta rnów) where the inner r a m p a r t su r round ing the central s t ronghold was investigated (the 
early phase with a clay core, an outer moat and a bridge-shelf on the inside; the later 
phase with a clay-t imber bank and an inner moat ) ; moreover investigations were begun of one 
of the three barr ier r a m p a r t s defending access on the one gentle slope; the whole defensive 
system covering an area of about 10 ha is da ted to the 9 t h ( ? ) - l l t h cent. 

Investigations were cont inued in the por t town of W o l i n (1), Szczecin province, site 1 
(W. Fi l ipowiak. J. Wojtas ik , Instytut Historii Kul tu ry Mater ia lne j P A N , Wolin) where successive 
levels f rom the 2nd half of the 9th and 9th/10th cent, were explored, revealing a street 
leading f rom the town to the quay, buildings, par t of a keel. 

The investigations of a number of ma jo r fortified u rban centres of the Piast State 
yielded impor tan t results. The explorat ion in K a l i s z - Z a w o d z i e (18) (T. Baranowski and team. 
Instytut Historii Ku l tu ry Mater ia lne j P A N , Warszawa) revealed ruins of the oldest r a m p a r t of 
the 9th(?)-10th cent. , of crossed logs and box cons t ruc t ion , levelled in the l l t h - 1 2 t h cent, 
dur ing the erection of St. Paul ' s collegiate church . N o remains of the church walls were 
found , the only discoveries consist ing of sands tone ashlars , f ragment of a small co lumn 
and glass f ragment of a stained-glass window (?), found in secondary posi t ion. Activity of 
a smith and goldsmith (casting spoon, small hammers ) and glass p roduc t ion were recorded 
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and n u m e r o u s military objects c ame to light (spurs, bol theads, and a b o n e lining of a quiver?) ; 
ano the r find was a lead pendan t -amule t represent ing a d ragon . The search for a church within 
the centra l s t ronghold was cont inued at L ą d (11), Kon in province (M. Zeylandowa and 
team, M u z e u m Archeologiczne, Poznań ) where only slight t races of the church founda t ions of 
unworked stones without mor t a r c a m e to light (1.8 m long and 1 . 1 m wide); the r a m p a r t in the N 
pa r t of the s t ronghold cont inued to be explored : the older t imber-ear th r a m p a r t p ropped u p o n 
step-like notches in the natural slope, the younger r ampar t of crossed logs. Excavat ions of 
a s t ronghold of the l l t h - 1 2 t h cent . were conducted in the isle of Os t rów Lednicki at 
L e d n o g ó r a (9), P o z n a ń province (J. Górecki , J . Wrzesiński, M u z e u m Pierwszych P ias tów na 
Lednicy). The features explored included b o t t o m layers of the younger r a m p a r t (just above 
the top od the older r ampar t was a cross-coin of the 11th cent.) , a str ip of stone revet t ing 
the lake shore outside the older r ampar t , domest ic and dwell ing fea tures within the enclo-
sure (one with founda t ion offering), a n d fu r ther inhumat ion burials in the cemetery ad jacen t 
on S to the p r e -Romanesque sacral building. An unexpected discovery was m a d e in G n i e z n o (10), 
P o z n a ń province, site 15d (T. Sawicki, Muzeum, Gniezno) where a s tore of ceramic tiles, 
a r r anged in regular rows and piles came to light at the outer slope of the r a m p a r t of the 
early medieval s t ronghold ; S and W pa r t of the concentra t ion , 45 sq m in size, was disclosed. 
Ung lazed , p robab ly mainly floor tiles were most ly unfired. F o u r types have been d is t inguished: 
t w o k inds of decorated tiles (an thropo- and zoomorphic motifs , rarely p lan t motifs) , and 
t w o k inds of unornamen ted (including a g roup of thin tiles with a hole in a co rne r -
p e r h a p s roof ing tiles). Nea rby were remains of a small kiln, possibly for pot tery firing. 
T h e tiles were accompanied by po t she rds and a denarius of Bolesław the Curly (1146-1173), 
which da t e the find to the 2nd half of the 12th - early 13th cent. 

Of the sett lement sites f rom t h e late phase of the Early Midd le Ages a t tent ion is c la imed 
by the ea r thwork at W i e l e ń (6), Pi ła province (E. Wilgocki, P racownie Konserwacj i Za-
by tków, Szczecin) where explorat ion of the latest layers, 12th/13th cent . , revealed dwell ing 
fea tures of t imber and 2 t imber wells differing in chronology (strat igraphical sequence) 
a n d in technique of building. T h e mult i -cul ture site at W i l k o w i c e (19), Sieradz province, 
site 1 (J. Błaszczyk, Uniwersytet , Łódź) yielded 2 hear ths and 4 hu t s ; 4 denari i of Bolesław 
the Cur ly f o u n d in one of the hu ts da te them to the 2nd half of the 12th cent . The 
s t ra t ig raphy and topography of a Slav or Old Prussian mot te were recognized at B a c h o t e k (5), 
T o r u ń province , site 2 (K. Grążawski , Muzeum, Brodnica) . An artificially m a d e elevat ion, 
with the top 1 7 x 3 5 m, yielded 2 set t lement layers of the 12th/13th to mid-13th cent , with 
a po t te ry kiln and 2 semi-subter ranean huts, and of the mid-13th to mid-14th cent , wi th 
b u r n t remains of a t imber tower in the E par t of the enc losure ; small finds included 
n u m e r o u s meta l tools (e.g. an axe, a hoe, a draw-knife , a finishing-spear), mili tary objects 
(a spearhead , horseshoes, bits), a p e n a n n u l a r b rooch with animal head te rminals ; t races of 
b o n e a n d ho rn working were recorded . 

In compar i son with previous years the n u m b e r of the West Baltic cul ture sites was relati-
vely h igh . At ten t ion is claimed by a Yatv ingian set t lement s i tuated at the foo t of an 
early medieval ea r thwork at R o s t e k (4), Suwałki province, site 2 (W. Brzeziński, P a ń s t w o w e 
M u z e u m Archeologiczne, Warszawa) which yielded a pit , a hu t with a semicircular hea r th 
of s tone, and pot tery of the 7th-10th cent. T w o Old Pruss ian re fuge s t rongholds , 2nd half 
of the 12th to 1st half of the 13th cent. , were explored a t W e k l i c e (3), Elbląg prov ince 
(A. Pawłowski , M u z e u m Z a m k o w e , M a l b o r k ) ; site 2 yielded traces of a square ga te- tower 
with a side 4 m long, built of oak (?) logs over a p robab ly double - lane drive, and f r a g m e n t 
of a bui ld ing of post and wattle cons t ruc t ion with a s tone h e a r t h ; site 4 revealed 4 pos ts of 
a gate- tower, 2 . 5 x 3 m in size, with a r a m p a r t on one side and a pal isade runn ing a long 
the edge of a precipice on the o ther . 

Litt le in format ion a b o u t the explora t ion of old sacral a rchi tec ture has been obta ined . 
This g roup of m o n u m e n t s includes Ł e k n o (7), Piła province, site 3 (A. Wyrwa, Uniwersyte t -
Ins tytut Historii , Poznań) where benea th a one-nave c h u r c h of t h e 13th cent., d iscovered 
in 1983. an older ro tunda with an apse was disclosed: and W a w e l - H i l l (24). in K r a k ó w 
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(A. Kukliński , Kierownictwo Odnowien ia Z a m k u Królewskiego. Kraków-Wawel ) where the full 
outline of the semicurcular apse of the 11th century R o m a n e s q u e ro tunda , discovered in 
1978. came to light (cf. „Sprawozdan ia Archeologiczne" , vol. 31: 1979, p. 283, no 21); the whole 
apse was filled with founda t ions of an al tar . 

N o reports have been obta ined on the study of c remat ion cemeteries f rom the early 
phases of the Early Middle Ages. Only the multi-level inhumat ion cemetery used in the 
l l t h -13 th and 14th-18th cent, (numerous coins) at S y p n i e w o (15), Ost rołęka province (U. Perli-
kowska-Puszkarska , Pracownie Konserwac j i Zaby tków, Warszawa) revealed 3 concent ra t ions of 
c remated h u m a n bones wi thout any grave goods. A m o n g the cemeteries of the l l t h ( ? ) to 
13th cent, with stone-set graves in N and N E Po land , the fol lowing merit a t t en t ion : 
N a r o j k i (17), Białystok province, site 1 (L. Długopolska , A. Piot rowski , Pańs twowe Muzeum 
Archeologiczne, Warszawa) - a fu r ther 23 graves, the dead with heads mainly to W (a child 
to S), including 10 with grave goods such as 2 bronze ear-rings with beads, tin temple-rings, 
glass beads, b ronze finger-rings, a bracelet , an iron skewer with a circlet, and a „strike-
-a- l ight" ; and K l e p a c z e (16), Białystok province, site I (H. Ka rwowska , Konse rwa to r Za-
by tków Archeologicznych, Białystok) - 30 inhumat ions (3 with heads to E, the rest to W), 
only 5 furnished mostly with o r n a m e n t s ; the dead in grave 41 h a d an iron clasp and 9 coins of the 
15th-16th cent, near the pelvis (this is either a modern burial or an early medieval one 
with the „ h o a r d " added in later times). 

Interest ing results were yielded by the study of a cemetery without stone-sett ings at 
P ł o c k - P o d o l s z y c e (12) (T. Korda la , M u z e u m Mazowieckie, P łock) : 33 burials, women with heads 
to W, men to E, exceptionally rich grave goods which include small silver plaited temple-rings 
of bronze, a silver s tar-shaped ear-r ing, necklaces of glass beads, an amethyst bead, an 
finger-ring of amber with o rnamen t engraved on the inside, a glass and a metal bracelet of 
east Slav type, a spearhead, a bat t le-axe and a one-edged sabre-like weapon with asymetr ic 
cros-guard. l l t h -12 th (?) cent. The o ther two cemeteries of the 11th- 12th cent. , located 
outside churches, were explored at P i o t r ó w (20), Sieradz province, site 1 (G. Rycel, Muzeum 
Archeologiczne i Etnograf iczne, Łódź) - 23 damaged skeletons, 2 with military objects 
(a battle-axe, a spherhead, knives, a wooden bucket) ; and at K o c a n o w o (8), Poznań province, 
site 13 (G. Strzyżewski, M u z e u m Archeologiczne Poznań) - 6 burials, in 3 graves the dead 
with heads to W, in 3 to E, one skull sur rounded by small s tones ; a wooden bucket , 
knives, glass beads (with a clasp fas tening the necklace strings). 

At ten t ion should also be called to two features possibly connected with pract ices of 
pre-Chris t ian cult . The set t lement complex (an ea r thwork , set t lements, a c remat ion b a r r o w 
cemetery) at B ę d k o w i c e (23), Wrocław province (H. Śledzik-Kamińska, Wojewódzki Ośrodek 
Archeologiczno-Konserwatorsk i , Wrocław) includes an enigmatic oval s tone circle ( 1 0 x 2 0 m) 
with a large single boulder in its centre . Within the oval and in ad jacen t area two oppos i te 
quar ters were explored yielding pot tery of the 8th-9th (?) cent. Anothe r feature, possibly of the 
7 th /8 th- l1 th (?) cent. , has been excavated for 9 seasons at R a d z i k o w o S t a r e (14), Płock 
province, site „ G a i k " (I. Dąb rowska . Instytut Historii Kul tu ry Mater ia lne j P A N . Warszawa) . 
The site has been assigned to the g r o u p of „pseudo e a r t h w o r k s " of the Szeligi-Haćki-Zimne 
type. At the outer edge of a lof ty hill protected by steep slopes there are grouped s tone 
pavements , open hearths , postholes and oval deep multi-level pits serving cult (?) func t ions as 
is suggested by traces of intensive fire, s tone construct ions , large f r agments of vessels con-
cent ra ted at the b o t t o m or in lower pa r t s of the pits, consumpt ion remains of an imal 
bones. The central par t is empty save for g roups of large errat ic boulders . In the later phase 
(9th-11th (?) cent.) layers of ear th were added at least in the N and E part , there by 
artificially enlarging the top p la t fo rm by some 5 m. Probab ly also f rom this phase date 
steps leading to the t o p of elevation (cf. „Sprawozdan ia Archeologiczne", vol. 34: 1983, p. 315 
no. 10). 
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