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Z E N O N W O Ź N I A K 

A SURVEY OF THE INVESTIGATIONS 
OF THE BRONZE A N D IRON AGE SITES 

IN POLAND IN 1984 

The Lusatian Culture 

T h o u g h in 1984 abou t 50 Lusat ian sites, including 20 cemeteries, were explored, n o 
sensat ional results were recorded. 

A m o n g n u m e r o u s set t lements examined in this season, the fol lowing are worthy of no t e : 
B o r z e n k o w o (11), Bydgoszcz province, site 11 (M. Zegarliński, M u z e u m Okręgowe, Bydgoszcz) 
where interest ing traces of t imber cons t ruc t ions (block houses?), BA IV - Ha , cont inued to be 
exp lored ; 5 pits, remains of pos t s and 2 clay figurines of birds, Ha , were discovered at 
B i a ł o b r z e g i (41), Rzeszów province, site 1 (S. Czopek, M u z e u m Okręgowe, Rzeszów); at 
S t r o b i n (27), Sieradz province, site 2 (Z. Kaszewski, M u z e u m Archeologiczne i Etnograf iczne, 
Łódź) the s t ronghold f r o m H a C - D cont inued to be explored, revealing eastern par t of the 
r a m p a r t of box cons t ruc t ion , a hu t with a hear th and 22 pits in the habi table pa r t . 

The fol lowing Lusat ian cemeteries merit a t ten t ion : M ś c i s z e w i c e (5), Gdańsk province, site 3 
(A. Szymańska , M u z e u m Archeologiczne, G d a ń s k ) - a b a r r o w with a stone circle at its foo t was 
explored, revealing an urn f r o m BA IV-V in a stone cist under the mound , and po t sherds as 
well as c remated h u m a n bones in the m o u n d ; P o d r z e c z e (18), Leszno province, site 3 
(W. Śmigielski, Instytut Histor i i K u l t u r y Mater ia lnej P A N , Poznań ) - 4 ba r rows f r o m BA D were 
explored, revealing 3 to 7 layers of stone pavements in their m o u n d s with concen t ra t ions of 
c r ema ted bones and potsherds between the layers; at O ż u m i e c h (13), Ost rołęka prov ince 
(J. K o r s a k , Konse rwa to r Z a b y t k ó w Archeologicznych, Ostrołęka) 7 collective burials under one 
vast s tone pavement were uncovered (45 u rns f r o m BA IV-V); D r o h i c z y n (34) Białystok 
province, site 9 (L. Pawla ta , Konse rwa to r Zaby tków Archeologicznych, Białystok) - a s tone 
pavement su r rounded by a di tch was uncovered, with concent ra t ions of c remated bones a n d 
po t she rds f r o m H a on its sur face ; cont inued excavations of a vast cemetery at M a c i e j o w i c e (32), 
Siedlce province, site 1 (M. Mogie ln icka -Urban , Instytut Histori i Kul tury Mater ia lne j P A N . 
Warszawa) revealed a fur ther 74 u r n graves, 6 graves without urns and 8 symbolic graves 
f r o m BA IV - H a C, and a saddle que rns tone ; a fur ther 46 graves, mostly inhumat ions in 
s tone settings and under s tone pavements , BA V, were uncovered at Z b r o j e w s k o (36), Częs tocho-
wa province, site 3 (M. Gedl and team, Uniwersytet Jagielloński, K r a k ó w ) ; the discoveries 
at Madely (29), Sieradz province, site 1 (Z. Kaszewski, M u z e u m Archeologiczne i E tnograf iczne , 
Łódź) included a fur ther 44 graves, mostly in urns, of ten with s tone settings, BA V - H a C ; 
a fu r ther 42 urn graves, end of BA a n d Ha, were uncovered at N i e c h m i r ó w - M a ł a W i e ś 
(25), Sieradz province, site 14 (A. Kufel -Dzierzgowska, M . Urbańsk i , M u z e u m Okręgowe , 
Sieradz); at W i l k o w i c e (22), Sieradz province, site 1 (J. Błaszczyk, Uniwersytet , Łódź) a f u r t h e r 
67 c rema t ion graves f r o m H a with s tone pavements were unear thed and an i ron spea rhead 
was f o u n d ; at K o w a l e w k o (15), P o z n a ń province, site 3 (E. R a j k o w s k a , M u z e u m Archeo lo-
giczne, Poznań ) 78 urn graves f r o m the end of BA a n d H a C were revealed; m o s t graves 
were under pavements or in s tone settings, some had 2 to 3 urns, small finds included a clay 
figurine of a bird, a bronze axe, f r agmen t of a clay tuyere. 
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The Pomerania (Wejherowo-Krotoszyn) Culture 

Abou t 20 sites, mostly cemeteries, of the Pomeran i a cul ture f rom the close of H a and the 
Early p r e - R o m a n period were investigated in 1984. Large-scale excavat ions were carr ied out at 
the fol lowing sites: L e ś n o (8), Bydgoszcz province, site 2 (K. Walenta , Uniwersytet , Łódź) — 
3 mult iple burials in cists, one with a face u r n ; M r o c z a (10), Bydgoszcz province, site 2 
(W. Kuczkowski , M u z e u m Okręgowe, Bydgoszcz) - a fur ther 5 mult iple burials in cists and 3 bell 
graves, several face urns ; N i e s p u s z a W i e ś (31), Skierniewice province, site 2 (A. Kos iorek , 
Biuro Badań i Dokumentac j i Zaby tków, Skierniewice 9 bell graves and 2 urn graves. At 
M a l b o r k - W i e l b a r k (12), Elbląg province, site 1 (S. Marcysiak , Muzeum Z a m k o w e , Ma lbork ) 
a set t lement was discovered and explored, yielding a semi-subter ranean hut, several pits and 
hear ths and f ragments of cast ing moulds of clay. 

Large-scale excavat ions were carried out at a set t lement at K a r t o s z y n o (4), G d a ń s k 
province, site 7 (A. Szułdrzyński, Z. Żurowski , Pracownie Konserwacj i Zaby tków, G d a ń s k ) 
where numerous features such as pit dwellings, pos t features, pits and hearths , were uncovered . 
Remains of a pot tery kiln with preserved grate, an associated pit and a pit with scoured 
clay seem also to belong to the Pomeran ia cul ture . This is the first pot tery kiln to be 
discovered in nor thern Poland . If the cul tural classification is right, this would be the 
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earliest kiln to be recorded in Poland and one of the earliest in Europe (except for the 
Med i t e r r anean area). Moreover , this is the only known improved pottery kiln exclusively used 
in firing h a n d - m a d e pot tery . 

The Przeworsk Culture 

Large scale excavat ions were conduc ted of sites of the Przeworsk cul ture f rom the Late 
p r e - R o m a n and R o m a n per iods. A b o u t 40 sites, including nearly 20 cemeteries, were examined. 

The following cemeteries merit a t t en t ion : N i e m i r ó w (35), Białystok province, site 6 
(L. Pawla ta , Konse rwa to r Z a b y t k ó w Archeologicznych, Białystok) — a cemetery located in the N E 
per iphery of the Przeworsk cul ture yielded 2 u rn graves and 5 pit graves of the R o m a n 
period, including one warr ior ' s grave, and a m o n g small finds an o rnamented spearhead : 
at N a d k o l e (33), Siedlce province, site 2 (J. Andrzejewski and team. Pańs twowe Muzeum 
Archeologiczne, Warszawa) 25 c remat ion graves of the R o m a n period were discovered (16 with 
urns, 9 wi thout urns) , some with elements of the Wielbark cul ture ; the excavat ions at 
Z a p o w i e d n i a (19), Kon in province, site 5 (M. Ciesielski, Muzeum Okręgowe, Kon in ) yielded 
23 graves of the R o m a n period, phases B 2 — B 2 / C 1 , including a warr ior ' s grave with a sword, 
in a s tone setting and with a s tone stella, as well as traces of a later cemetery with 
scattered cremat ion bur ia ls ; S t a w k i (20), Kon in province, site 1 (M. Ciesielski, Muzeum 
Okręgowe, Kon in ) — 14 graves f r o m phases B1 — B2 of the R o m a n period, a ro ta t ion querns tone ; 
P i o t r ó w (23), Sieradz province, site 1 (G. Rycel, Muzeum Archeologiczne i Etnograficzne, 
Łódź) — 9 graves of the R o m a n period, a pair of chai r -shaped spurs ; K o n o p n i c a (28), 
Sieradz province, site 7 (B. Abramek , M u z e u m Ziemi Wieluńskiej, Wieluń) — the last season of 
excavat ions of the cemetery yielded a fur ther 2 c remat ion graves of the late p r e - R o m a n period 
and 5 of the R o m a n period (total 210), a b ronze-ornamented shield boss, terra sigillata. 

Of the set t lements explored in this season the fol lowing deserve to be men t ioned : 
S t r o s z k i (16), Poznań province, site 1 (A. Gałęzowska , M u z e u m Archeologiczne, Poznań) — 
a primitive smelting furnace , a domed oven of clay, 15 hear ths a n d 9 pits of the Late p r e - R o m a n 
and R o m a n periods; P s a r y (17), Leszno province, site 1 (H. Mamzer , Instytut Historii 
Kul tu ry Mater ia lnej P A N . Poznań) — a grouping of slag blocks f rom smelting furnaces and 
18 pits of the Late p r e - R o m a n and Early R o m a n per iods; W o l a P i e k a r s k a (21), Kon in province, 
site 2 (M. Ciesielski, T . Łaszkiewicz, Muzeum Okręgowe, Konin) — discovery probably of a pot ter ' s 
sett lement f rom the close of the R o m a n period (8 pits, including 2 with skeletons of cows); 
R ó ż y c e - S t a r a W i e ś (30), Skierniewice province, site 3 (H. Wiklak, Muzeum Regionalne, 
Brzeziny) - 2 post buildings (1 with a porch) and 2 pits of the Late p r e - R o m a n and the 
beginnings of the R o m a n per iod; S i e m i e c h ó w (24), Sieradz province, site 2 (M. Jażdżewska, 
Muzeum, Pabianice), a fur ther 6 semi-subterranean huts of the Late R o m a n period, a rota t ion 
querns tone ; M a ł a W i e ś (26), Sieradz province (M. Urbańsk i , Muzeum Okręgowe, Sieradz) — 
6 huts , 2 hearths, over 10 pits, a s tore of clay. Early R o m a n per iod ; M y s ł o w i c e - I m i e l n o (37), 
Katowice province (E. Tomczak , Ośrodek Badań i Dokumentac j i Zaby tków, Katowice) — 
269 various features of the Late R o m a n period, including a t imber-lined well, several huts, 
pits, 3 large groupings of s tone hear ths (respectively 6, 16 and 200 hear ths) ; K r a k ó w - N o w a 
H u t a - B r a n i c e (39), site 76 (J. Rydzewski and team, Muzeum Archeologiczne, K r a k ó w - N o w a 
Hu ta ) - 2 two-chamber pot tery kilns and 70 o ther features f rom the Late R o m a n period, 
including an isolated grouping of s tone hearths . 

The Oksywie and Wielbark Culture 

About 10 sites of the Oksywie cul ture of the Late p r e - R o m a n and the beginnings of the 
R o m a n period were explored in 1984. Impor tan t results were yielded by the excavat ions of the 
cemetery at C z a r n o w ę s y (2), Koszalin province, site 29 (H. Machajewski . Uniwersytet , Poznań) 
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where 29 cremation graves (mostly wi thout urns) came to light. Interest ing materials were also 
yielded by cemeteries where in addi t ion to Oksywie graves also later burials of the Wielbark 
culture were f o u n d : P r u s z c z G d a ń s k i (6), G d a ń s k province, site 7 (M. Tuszyńska, M . Pietrzak) -
51 cremation burials (of both cultures) and 28 inhumat ions (Wielbark culture), 11 with traces 
of tree-trunks, cremation grave no 34 f r o m phase B1 of the R o m a n per iod contained a gold 
pendant, inhumat ion grave no 54 f rom phase B2 conta ined f r agmen t s of glass cups and bowls, 
grave no 5 had a skeleton not in ana tomia l o rde r ; C z a r n ó w k o (3), Słupsk province, site 2 
(D. Rudnicka, Muzeum Archeologiczne, G d a ń s k ) - 25 graves, usually c remat ions without urns , 
of the Oksywie culture as well as 3 urn burials and 4 inhumat ions of the Wielbark 
culture. 

In recent years the investigations of the Wielbark culture sites of the R o m a n period have 
been intensified. In 1984 nearly 20 sites of this cul ture were explored. In addi t ion to those, 
mentioned above, the following merit a t t en t ion : resumed excavations of the eponymic cemetery at 
M a l b o r k - W i e l b a r k (12), Gdańsk province, site 1 (S. Marcysiak, M u z e u m Zamkowe , M a l b o r k ) 
where 6 graves were uncovered in the nor thern par t of the site; O d r y (9), Bydgoszcz 
province (T. Grabarczyk and team, Uniwersytet , Łódź) - in the twentieth season b a r r o w n o 
26 with an inhumation, phase B 2 , and a flat inhumat ion grave wi thout furnishing were 
explored; soundings of the neighbouring bog revealed traces of t imber cons t ruc t ions ; L e ś n o (8), 
Bydgoszcz province, site 2 (K. Walenta, Uniwersyte t , Łódź) - s tone r ing n o 9 with 2 urn graves 
was explored, 1 urn grave and 3 inhumat ions were discovered; C h w a r z n o (7), G d a ń s k 
province, site 1 (G. Jezierska, Muzeum Archeologiczne, G d a ń s k ) - a s tone circle was explored, 
revealing traces of a hearth and t imber construct ions . 

Of considerable interest were the excavat ions of a set t lement at B i a ł o g a r d (1), Koszal in 
province, site 17 (H. Machajewski , Universytet , Poznań) . The set t lement, assigned to the 
Wielbark culture and to the later Dębczyno group, yielded a fu r ther 5 dwelling pits, 
2 hearths, numerous postholes; the buildings were located a r o u n d the empty central space. 

Of the sites of the so-called M a s ł o m ę c z group , genetically l inked with the Wielbark 
culture, at tention is claimed by the cemetery at M a s ł o m ę c z (43), Z a m o ś ć province, site 15 
(A. Kokowski , Universytet M. Curie-Skłodowskiej , Lublin) which yielded a fur ther 13 i nhuma t ion 
graves, mostly with skeletons either incomplete or not in ana tomica l order ; par t of the 
cremation layer was explored, and f r agmen t of a glass beaker found . At G r ó d e k N a d b u ż n y (42), 
Zamość province, site I (S. Jastrzębski, A. Kokowski , Uniwersyte t M . Curie-Skłodowskiej , 
Lublin) 9 inhumation graves (one f ragmenta ry) , 1 symbolic and a layer with c remat ion 
remains were discovered. 

Other culture groups 

In 1984 a settlement of the T y n i e c g roup f rom La Tène D was investigated at 
K r a k ó w - N o w a H u t a - K r z e s ł a w i c e (38), site 41 (P. Poleska, G. Tobo ła , M u z e u m Archeologiczne 
Kraków-Nowa Huta) , revealing ano the r hut with a large a m o u n t of amber and iron slag. 

Excavations continued at a set t lement of the P u c h o v cul ture of the Early R o m a n perod at 
Podegrodz ie (40), Nowy Sącz province, site 9 (R. Madyda -Legu tko , Uniwersytet Jagielloński, 
Kraków) uncovered a hu t with a porch . 

A m o n g a number of L u b o s z y c e cul ture sites, investigated in 1984, of considerable 
interest are results obtained at a sett lement f r o m phase C 2 of the R o m a n period at J a z ó w (14), 
Zielona G ó r a province, site 3 (G. D o m a ń s k i , Instytut Histori i Ku l tu ry Mater ia lnej P A N , 
Wrocław). The discoveries include 6 buildings with one of the gable walls semicircular in shape 
(one building was 10.5 x 3.5 m in size), 3 s torage pits, a group of 7 s tone hear ths and a fairly 
extensive stone pavement . 
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