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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF POLISH WORKS 
ON PREHISTORIC FLINT MINES, 
FLINT MINING AND ALLIED 
ACTIVITIES 

Danuta Piotrowska 

INTRODUCTION 

Prehistoric flint mining and activities connected with it are one of the areas which 
have attracted particular interest in 20th century Polish archaeology. On the occasion 
of the 7th International Flint Symposium to be held in Poland, the editors of 
Archaeologia Polona suggested collecting references to works on this theme published 
by Polish archaeologists (both alone or in co-operation with foreign scholars) up to 
the end of 1994. This bibliography concerns itself with flint mining in a broad sense 
including siliceous raw materials exploited in prehistory, various aspects of geology 
and petrography connected with archaeological studies, the treatment of flint in 
workshops, as well as the distribution of different types of flint. Moreover, the 
intention of the editors was to include all flint hoards published by Polish 
archaeologists. An attempt has been made here to collect all references in the literature 
to occurrences from the Palaeolithic to the Bronze Age together with some articles on 
later periods. 

An important area of Polish archaeological research are post-Mesolithic flint 
assemblages. These form a background to investigations of mining, treatment and 
distribution of siliceous raw materials. Unfortunately, to include all of these would 
have increased the volume of the bibliography presented here more than twofold. 
Thus it is confined to works published in Polish or foreign languages concerning, at 
least in part, those aspects of flint production in the Neolithic, Copper and Bronze 
Ages, which are mentioned above. The works cited contain bibliographic references 
which supplement those given here. Publications on such themes as typology, 
technology and functional (microwear) analysis of flint artefacts are excluded from 
this bibliography for lack of space, unless they are associated with investigations of 
flint extraction sites or chipping floors. 
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Prehistoric flint mines also create serious problems of protection, conservation, 
and the presentation to the public. Many authors have acknowledged these problems, 
and some of their articles are included below. In the bibliography attention is also 
drawn to a number of earlier press reports concerning the flint mines. These often 
include the first mention of important discoveries or echoes of once-hot controver-
sies, and form interesting contributions to the history of the public pereception of 
archaeology in Poland, which we think should be preserved. 

Almost certainly this bibliography is not complete. The authoress was not able to 
gain access to all works on this subject. In some cases arbitrary decisions had to be 
made on what to include and what to omit. I am convinced, however, that the 
bibliography compiled by Danuta Piotrowska will be useful. 

Jacek Lech 

ABBREVIATIONS 

1 st international conference... — Papers for the ist international conference on prehistoric flint mining and lithic raw 
material identification in the Carpathian Basin, Sümeg 1986, K.T. Bíró (ed.), vol. 1—2. Budapest 1986—1987. 

5ooo Jahre... — 5ooo Jahre Feuersteinbergbau. Die Suche nach dem Stahl der Steinzeit, G. Weisgerber, 
R. Slotta and J. Weiner (eds). Veröffentlichungen aus dem Deutschen Bergbau-Museum 22. Bochum 
1980. 

VI Flint Symposium... — VI Flint International Symposium. Abstracts. Spain, October 1991, M. A. Bustillo and 
A. Ramos-Millan (eds). [Madrid]. 

AAC — Acta Archaeologica Carpathica, Kraków. 

Actes du V° Colloque... — Cahiers du Quaternaire n° 17 — he silex de sa genèse à l'outil. Actes du V° Colloque 
international sur le silex, M.-R. Séronie-Vivien and M. Lenoir (eds.). Bordeaux 1990. 

A Inter. — Archaeologia Interregionalis, Warszawa. 

A Polona — Archaeologia Polona, Warszawa. 

A Polski — Archeologia Polski, Warszawa. 

KHKM — Kwartalnik Historii Kultury Materialnej, Warszawa. 

M Arch. — Materiały Archeologiczne, Kraków. 

P Arch. — Przegląd Archeologiczny, Poznań. 

P Geol. — Przegląd Geologiczny, Warszawa. 

S Arch. — Sprawozdania Archeologiczne, Kraków. 

W Arch. — Wiadomości Archeologiczne, Warszawa. 

ZOW — Z Otchłani Wieków, Warszawa. 
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1976b Ein Beitrag zur Feuersteinbearbeitung in der Kugelamphorenkultur. Zeitschrift für Archäologie 
10:13—5. 
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Pomerania, T. Malinowski (ed.), 219—31. AInter. 7. Warszawa. 

1986b Zagadnienie neolityzacji ziem Polski w świetle badań przemysłów krzemiennych związanych 
z kulturami „ceramicznymi" (Sum.: Neolithisation of the territories of Poland in the light of the 
research on flint industries connected with the „pottery" cultures). APolski 3i(i):95—124. 

Polemic: Lech, J . 1989. O rewolucji neolitycznej i krzemieniarstwie. Część II. Wokół neolityzacji dorzeczy 
Wisły i Odry (Sum.: On the Neolithic Revolution and flint working. Part II. On the neolithisation of 
the Vistula and Oder basins). APolski 34(1):5 5—125. 
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1992 Wołowice, Province of Kraków. Flint extraction and processing site. In Recherches Archéologiques de 
I99°-> 5-25- Kraków. 
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archeologiczne w Polsce środkowowschodniej w 1992 roku, 8—9. Sandomierz. 

1995 Drugi sezon badań pracowni przykopalnianych kultury łużyckiej w Kopcu [Second season of 
investigations of the Lusatian Culture workshops near the mines at Kopiec]. In Sprawozdania z badań 
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Neolithic Age). W Arch. 45(1): 3-44. 
— information on the rock drawings in galleries of the mine at Krzemionki 

1980c PL 6 Krzemionki, Gemeinde Bodzechów, Wojw. Kielce und Gemeinde Boria, Wojw. Tarnobrzeg. 
In 5ooo Jahre..., 586-95. 

1981 Wystawa o europejskich prahistorycznych kopalniach w Bochum (RFN) [Exhibition of European 
prehistorie mines in Bochum, Germany]. W Arch. 46(1): 128. 

1982 Nowe badania wykopaliskowe na terenie kopalni krzemienia pasiastego w Krzemionkach k. 
Ostrowca Św. [New excavations of the striped-flint mine at Krzemionki near Ostrowiec Świętokrzy-
ski]. Biuletyn Informacyjny ZMiOZ 144 (styczeń—luty): 115—6. 
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