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THE STORES OF ARMS IN THE TOWN HALL OF ELBING
AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 15TH CENTURY

Our knowledge about the military accessories of
Elbing dating from the pre-war period, the time of the
Great War between the Teutonic Knights and the Po-
les in the years 1409-1410 and the following years is
quite limited. 1t is, however, wide compared with the
data concerning the other large cities of the former
Teutonie State in Prussia and Eastern Pomerania. Be-
sides an inventery of 1413 listing, ameng @thefs, all
the fire arms stored in the town hall ef Elbiﬂg we
have at our dispesal an extremely valuable register 6f
the defeagive system of the eity walls dating baek to
1417, The preeieusest setree i§ the new aseeunt beek
of the Old City of Elbing frem the peried 1.404-1414.
The Bg@k e6natains aceaunts of the toWn's war 8xpen-
diture’. 1t is the enly material previding aseyrate in-
formatien abeut the sxpenses berne in s9RRection with
the Getland War ef 1404, the Samegitian War of 1405
and sueeessive wars Wﬁh Beland (1409-1410, 1413,
MM% The deeument is a supplemtent {o the War Basl¢
ot Elbing (Elbinger b@@@g@%ﬂ) whieh eontalng Qé%é
eeneerAlng the ALmber sF men armed t%y the EBW@ and
$6nt an war expeditians In the years 1343
ReW aceeunt Baesk ofthe Old @ﬁy BfElBiﬂg I8 %He QHI
municipal Baslk which can Be compared 18 sH
served Qeeeﬁm Begk § Ba§ Maﬁ Wrger. Hs§
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L Archiwum Pafistwowe w Gdarnsku (The State Archive in
Gdarisk) [further cited as APGd], call number 369, 1/ 789.

2 APGd, 369, 1/ 3006. ,Registrum de custodia, murorum,
turrium ataque valvarium Civitatis. Item atmet de in cendio. Item
continent murorum, turrium respectu Civitatis [huius] pacta est
hec Ordinaria. De Anno 1417", pp. 36-53.

% Apgd, 369, 1/ 1378: Nowa ksiega rachumdonva: Starego
Miasta EMlaga 1404-1414 (The New Accouni: Book of the Old
City of Elbimg 1404-1414)[further cited as NK®], Part 1 (1404-
1414), Warsaw-Toruf 1987, Part 2 (1411-1414), 1989. Edited by
M. P e lleecczz.

* APGd, 369, I/ 3005: Das Elpingen Kriegsthuahh: - frag-
ments published by M. T o e p p e n: ,Altpreussische Monta-
schrift”, Bd 36, 1989, pp. 229-273.

® Das Mavisnbbngger Tresslenthichy der Jathne: 133997499,

The citizen book, in which the oldest records
date back to 1415, turns out to be very helpful in
establishing the identity of many of the people men-
tioned in the above souirces®,

1. The Elbing Register of 1417

The register of the defensive system of 1417,
listing all the sections, towers and gates of the city
walls, was not a description of the condition of those
fortifications. 1t was made in order to organize the
defence of Elblng. Groups of citizens were assigned
particular wall sections to defend. The town was di-
vided inte four quarters. Each guarter was eemman:
ded by two representatives of the City Ceuneil and
four eitizens elected from ameng the peeple of the
guarter. The inhabitants of the guarter wefg obliga-
ted to take eare of their section of the walls’.

At the end of the 19th century records in the
new account book concerning military accessories
were examined and publlshed by Max Toeppen in
Elbinger Antiquitten:® and the above-mentioned

hrsg. von E. J 0 a c h i m, Kénigsberg 1869; Das Awusgabebuch
des Marientbungsar Hauskeminrss fGir die Jahve 1410-1420, hrsg,
vonW. Ziesemer, Konigsberg 1911;; Allso ef. AAN\oowak 0~
wskii, Arsenally zamkow krzyzaekielh w Prusacth w Jataeh 1364-
1431 (The Arsenalls of Tewlonic Castles in Prussia in the Years
1364-1431)), [in:] Mediaevaliz ArehacolRgitan, ed. A.Nadeo1l-
sk i, Wroctaw-Warsaw- Cracow-Gdatisk-E6dz 1986, pp. 49-97.

® APGd, 369, I 131. ,Das ist echte buch™; Das Elbinge
Stadtibucth, Bd I: 1330-13663, hrsg. von H. W. H 0 p p e, Mlin-
ster 1976, Bd 1:1361-1417, hrsg. von H. W. H 0 p p e, Mlinster
1987.

7 See among others M. T o0 e p p e n, Register de cusiodia
murorum, ,,Altpr. Monatsch.” , Bd 36, 1899; A. Sem r au, Bej-
trag zur Geschichte der Bautdliigheitr in der Alsvadl Efbing in
13. und 14. Jahrtmndiatt, ,Mitteilungen des Coppernicus Vere-
ins fiir Wissenschaft und Kunst zu Thorn”, Bd 31, 1923; by the
same author, Die Register- iiber Bewactiung der AVstadis Elbing
aus dem 15. Jahwhundhntt,  Mitteil. C. V.”, Bd 29, 1921, pp. 60
seqq.

8 M. Toeppen, Elbingen Antiguitiiesn. Ein Beitrag zur
Geschictitee des stadischipsn Lebens im Mitelallesr, Heft 1-3,
Dantzig 1871-1873 - patticularly H. L, chapter 3: Kiegsver-

fassungg, pp. 74-104,
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Das Elbinger Kriegsbucth. The researcher discussed
the participation of the people of Elbing in the nume-
rous wars, the City Council’s war expenditure, the
town’s military purchases such as fire arms, arbale-
sts, drawing contrivances, arrows, and the townspe-
ople’s personal equipment and defensive arms. To-
eppen mentiones the armoury in the Elbing town hall.
He cites the relevant data from the period 14I®-1413,
the inventory of 1413 included®. It should be remem-
bered that Grand Master Konrad von Jungingen visi-
ted Elbing in 1412 and 1413%,

In medieval Elbing there were municipal stables
and the above armoury. As I have mentioned before,
the townspeople were obligated to possess their own
arms and armour. However, in written sources there
are records concerning expenses borne by the treasu-
rers for home affairs in connection with the purchase
of new weapons for the armoury and expanses borne
by the treasurers for foreign affairs i commaction widh
the purchase of weapons for war expeditions. In the
days of Teutonic rule, the high war commissioner of
Elbing (Oberste Kriegsherr) was the Grand Master
himself. All war decisions such as munitions for the
town’s battle-ships and supplies for the crews, joining
the Hanseatic League, the participation in the Hanse-
atic coalition created in order to defend the towns aga-
inst the pirates of Vishy as well as other military un-
dertakings had to be approved by him,

The inhabitants of Elbing came for Lbeck. The-
refore when the town was founded, it followed the
organization of Lbeck and every man had to join the
services in case of war. All the military decrees da-
ting from the period 1383-1409 are recorded in the
so-called Kriegshucih, which is a register of the tow-
n's military affairs among o, e wair
obligations of each citizen. The form of this conserip-
tion depended on any given citizen's position in the
social hierarchy and his property and possessions: The
body of rules which regulated this compulsary enli-
stement did not differ from those which operated in
Teutonic districts. Each conscripted Wéppner who
could afford it had to turn out for duty armed, dres-
sed in full armour, in a coat mail and on horseback:
Going off on an expediton, he had the worth of his
steed or loose horse, arms and armour secured in the
review register'

% Tbidem, pp. 88 seqq., see also note 6.

© The son of Max Toeppen, Robert, writes on this tepie
in: Festmaitlke und Ehrumgm den Hohmeibteery: von der Stadk El-
bing gegetbem, ,,Zeitschrift fir Westpreussische Gesehiehisvere-
in”, Bd. 39, 1889, pp. 147-158.

U Eor instance: the charger Herman from the vieinity of
Druzno was worth 12 marks (the price may be eensidered as high).
M. T o e p p e n, Elbingsn. op. ¢it,, H: 3, p. 78. On the held
organization of the Teutonie forees ,;Plattendienst”, ,Ressdignst”

and types of arms used see A. N a d 0 Lk’ ssséushy Crumedet.

Problemy wybvanes, (Grumwadd. Selester! profibaey), Olsztyn
1990, pp. 53 seqq.
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2. Weapons in Elbing.
According to the Treasurers’ Records at the
Beginning of the 15th Century

At the beginning of the year 1409, the defensive
arms were purchased by the treasurer for home affisiis
Lyffard von Hervoren. The town hall armoury in El-
bing was enriched by four kettle-hats, two suits of
English full plate anmout, suits of Rienish half-arfine-
ur and a palr of rerebraces, twenty one Rhenish breast-
plates, two eoats of mail, as well as twe ,heavy” hel-
tets ealled Frog-meuthed helms (hundeskogel). Twen-
tz seven kettle-hats were handed ever to Master Peter,

the guard of the armeury. The guards ef the ﬁffﬂ@Ui}l
were alse giV@ﬁ twe ether helmets werth 1.5 marks®
1A the middle of the year 1410, the proeess of reinfor-
eing the army was intensified. W@mmemﬁ@ry
aeeesseries, malnly eressbews and large guns, were
Baught. The armeury asguired, éﬁi@ﬁ%@'ﬁﬁ@f things, a
¢oat of mail and twe helmets werh 4.5 marks altoge-
ther and 3 eeat of mail werth half a mark. Part of these
arms Wegs Brobably a gift of Heinrieh ven Rilden te
the Pales™. Ohe se6tus was spent for the tallew whish
was sed 18 Bfggewe the ke tle-Rats and breastplates
FFOR COHFOSION™. Yoarstie Gty authe-
Fitles did net give ésfsﬁave A4S fueh attentien, Be-
eau§e 35 has already Been sald, eaeh eitizen was 6Bli:
ga{s 10 tHFR G FOF Ay N 3FMeHF i Persen eF send
ne, tWo oF three suBstHIes: FOF Instance, Tydeman
Nazen a§e Naze), whe I varigus Briees held office
%§ ! @g [ Mastér Builder, Treasrer for Foreign

ASTInISTAOF and Siver of Ak,

ad1g OLSEMERT, 209 {he Merchant Hans e
HWB IBHQ 8f§éﬁil§ﬂ?ﬁ]%ﬂ@ ield. Theqrsaman
9{8 s§§@ mgseﬁk mall; aiseule hat and 2
%%? . e
Hf 3 8£§ sm 89 greehack). Th Hla%ef
ot S S %%%ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%u“@

89 H 8¥ ﬂsﬂg %Sys gfmsa grsemen efe.v

Con51derable expanses were borne by the city
treasury in connection with the purchase of shooting
arms and the projectiles. In 1411 18 scoti were spent
for fifteen soare tholkis (pfils) and 116 solidls for twelve
score bow arrows (schgfftd:’Inln 4141 thther¢nsaserer
for home affairs Johann Werner bought for the town

¥ NKR, part 1, p. 169, item 783. The pieces of informa-
tion about the purchases of the armoury and expenditures on
military accessories should be treated as examples selected from
the new account book of the Old City of Elbing, and net as an
estimate or some relative characteristics of the whole stoek.

% Tbidem, p. 227, item 1044,

" Ibidem, p. 227, item 1045,

% Her Tyde Nase - 2 hamisch, 2 eques. See APGd 368,
1/3006. Registinm de custodiat..., p. 36.

% Tbidem, p. 37.

¥ Thidem, p. 46.

¥ NKR, peart 2, jp. 10, item 1772,
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hall armoury 96 score bolts i. e. 1920 arrows for 8
marks. The carter Gabriel was paid 3 marks and 6
scoti for the transport'®, Shooting arms were in wide-
spread use at that time. They required different types
of accessories, drawing devices and repairs. At the
close of the 14th and the beginning of the 15¢h aamdy-
ry bows were frequently replaced with arbalests®,
From the year 1404 enwards, or even before this date,
the town armoury had been buying drawing mecha-
RistAS (ssRangordel) and stelohing imechanioms (ke
pem). The seribe Jehannes was paid half a mark fer a
srasshow with a drawer™'. A Rew battle arbalest was
werh 1 imatkand i dnnasand o sHataies 16
s68tl: AR interesting deseriptien of & large weeden
infaptry shisld with twe or Hree iren splkes for fi-
xing iA the %feu_ﬂ@l; equipped with Buekl % 8F 1eather
handles o fhe inside, ealled shumwand?? of storm:-
I8F12, al3e dates from the year 1404. The shield had
an observatienal QEeﬁﬁ_lH for watehing the feregre-
uRd: The opening had fiA fittings and tHe edges were
Feinfareed Wit 1ren. Twe sueh shields were werh 5
§f8¥123: The iAve ie,% oF 1413 lists 68 shields 8 be
placed on Hhe walls™:.

The heaviest expenses were connected with the
purchase of artillery potential. In the Gotland War
Elbing provided several small-calibre guns firing lead
projectiles (lotbiichse), because new cannons bought
in Gdansk for 100 marks did not arrive on the battle-
field®®. Even before the Battle of Grunwald, in 1410,
the founder (klokkengeter) Hermann from Lidzbark
Warmifiski sold a large gun firing stone balls (bueh-
sensteine) and three small-calibre Jotbiichsen for 7
marks and 8 scoti®®, A demolition gun over 5.5 hun-
derweights in mass (over 300 kg) was worth 17
marks?’. To transpert the gun, twe undercarriages
were bought for 17 seoti (1414)%. 1n 1410, a let of
fReney was spent en heavy guns, er rather en the

% Tbidem, p. 38, item 1265. In the same source there is
information about repairs on the hauberk and Houndskull (Pig
faced basnet) of a Mr Werner [Werner von Tettingen, Grand Ho-
spitaler and Commander of Elbing - A. Ch.] and the purchase of
a silver mug for 2 1/4 marks from Wawrzyniec the goldsmith for
the same commander.

B A. N ad o lsskkij, M IL eewvaarnddoowssda j, ABrofis strzédeza
{Shooting Arms)), [in:] Uzbrojenie w Polsce Sredniowirezned/ 1350-
1450 (Arms and Avmaun in Medizval! Poland! 1350-1450)), ed. A.
N a d o Lsskkij, Fcdiz 19990, jyp. 1 448317748.

2 NKR, part L, p. 16, item 67.

2 A. N owakkoovws kk j, Uzbrojenie ochromne. Tarcze
(Defensiiie Arms. Shields), [in:] Uzbrojenie w Polsee (Arms and
Avmauarr in Poland)), p. 94.

% NKR, part L, p. 17, item 67: ,,Item dy 2 stormtartzen to
beslau, vor krampen unden und blech vor dy venster, und dullen™.

% APGd 369, 1/ 789, p. 5: ,.Item do bi sin 68 setcze Schil-
de uff dy mure”.

%M. T oepp en, Effiingan;, H. 3, p. 88.

% NKR, part 1, p. 217, item 1005.

M. T o e p p en, Elbigsn;, p. 88.

% NKR, part 2, p. 84, item 1449,

material: 20 hunderweights and 52 pounds of copper
cost 53 marks 15 scoti and 17 phennigs. The foun-
ders were paid 36 marks and the gunners 30 and a
half marks. All the guns required balls and gunpow-
der. 66 score (1320) small and big balls were beught
for 43 marks 19 and a half scoti and the chief village
administrator Jakub Kalle (Kalen, Kallen) was pald
67 marks 21 scoti for abeut 18 and a half hunderwe:-
ights of gunpewder (2 sehi , 7 lispunt and 7
markpunt 1. e. abeut 425 kg)>. Therefere the expen-
ses were eensiderable. The master earpenter Johann,
whe werked for the Commander 6f EIbing, made the
barrel supperis (bussenstelle). The sieve Tof sieving
the gunpewder (zeve) was werth 2 seeti. The tewh
Beught alse Bewls (molderd) and other tubs for ste-
fing the gunpewder in (stokte). The saltpstre whieh
was impsried from Lbeek cost 4 marks and 8 sesti.
11 marks were spent for a d62en 8 86 peunds of sl
?_huﬁ 22 $36ks 6 %ﬂﬁﬁew%f were Baught for 16 s66-
|, three barrels oF gunpewdsr for 9 s6lids aRd 246
gHn {8RBAS SF BURGS (Prapen) foF § seall. ™. The eity-
s arsenal was enriched By 1320 Big and small palls
and 15 g4n MeUREs foF HH§_§1HH§ lead projectiles:
These purchases €8st 43 seoH’::

In 1411 the city bore the following expenses
connected with the purchase of artillery. A founder
was paid 62 marks for casting one large gun and 14
lotbilehsen®?, The carpenter Plotin was given one and
a half marks for the oak gun mount for this cannon.
He was also paid 20 denarii and 4 scoti for other gun
mounts for guns in the armoury, which ,,up velt to
her Oltmans [ihe eouneiller Heinrieh Altman = A.
Ch.] upelt Rathus unde dat helt”. 1A the same year a
few marks were spent for ether eak gun meunts, bar-
rel supports and the transpert™. Seme barrels were
also earried from ships te the armeury™.

In 1414 the city’s artillery potential was sup-
plemented with a large demolition gun 12 and a half
hunderweights (625 kg) in overall mass, which was
ordered in and transported from Gdarisk. It was also
estimated that every hunderwieght of the mass cost 5
marks and 3 sceti. In the armoury there were alse
other weapens beught in Gdafsk: seven guns firing
stene projectiles and ten big and 13 smaller lotbiieh-
sen Werth 69 marks 8 seetl and 9 phennigs. 41 stene
ﬁf@djééﬂl% fer the large eannen e6st 2 marks 9 sesti
and 24 phennigs. A half stene (of Terun?) and 13
g@uﬂazs, ef gu%pewdef were werth 4 marks 4 sesti and

4 phennigs. Abanel sf sl wasthauatiramide-
man Sentlien for 10 marks and 18 seetl: The velume

®M. Toepp e n, Elbingsn;, p. 89.

% NKR, part 1, p. 229, item 1051.

5 Tbidem, p. 230, item 1051.

% Thidem, part 2, p. 10, item 1171.

% Ibidem, p. 31, item 1251, for instance: ,,Jtem vor 2 eken
tymmer to furenvort Rathus vor 8 stucke holtes to dem groten
bussen [a great gun] 3 1/2 sc.”

% Ibidem, p. 31.
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of the barrel measured 14 stones and 10 pounds. A
stone of sulphur (15 Ibs.) cost 18 scoti. At Tolkmicko
there was a gunpowder mill. The master Degener, who
probably worked in the mill, was paid 8 marks®. It
seems that the blacksmith Vasolt made two iron la-
dles feeding the large cannon from Gdaisk with gun-
powder. The ladles cost 8 scoti®.

3. The Place of the Town Hall Armoury

We do not have much information about the
town hall of Elbing, one of the most important buil-
dings of the town. The Elbing Chronicle (Elbinger
Chronik) by Peter Himmelreich contains only an in-
complete, fragmentary, medieval history ofthat seat
of the Town Couneil®’. According to the chronicler,
the building, which was subsequently added to, sto-
od in Elbing as early as in 1319. 1t was situated in
the eastern row of houses standing along Main Track.
Oppesite was St Nicholas® Chureh®. An attempt at
a recoestruction of the medieval and modern town
hall was enly made in 1834 (ihe town hall does fiet
exist any mere). The auther ef the reconstruction,
whieh was gueied until 1993, was Ferdynant Neu-
man, an arehivist and leeal histeriagrapher (1791-
it§§§)-. Neurman used an 18th eentury desctiption of
the roems of the town hall. On the basis of his fin-
dings as well as en the basis arehaeelogical and af-
chiteetural researches eondueted under the supervi
sion of the late Tadsusz Nawrelski in 1993 we ean
attempt {9 recensiruet both the appearanee of the
guier mass of the town hall and the dispesitien ef
tHE {RABF FOOMS:

Near the main entrance to the town hall was a
separate staircase leading to the spacious and high
cellars. In the cellars there was a long, dark room
called the Kolhlentkamena;, which had previously se-
rved as a small armoury. A little farther was the room
of the excise office, and finally tiie treasury (TFrdsé))

% Ibidem, p. 78, item 1429. The following measures of
weight should be adopted:

1 Zentner = 5 tihormische Steine = 120 Markpfund
1 Schiffffpundi= 20 Lispifomd
1 Lispfumnd = 18 Pfund = 20 Markpfund.

See NKIR, Prusidii systerm mowetarnyy | miar ([Prussian
Coinagee and the Measurivigg Systerm) p. XXXI.

% Ibidem, part 2, p. 95, item 1490,

% P.Him m e Lreeiiccth, Evimger Charifi, ey veoh M.
T oepp en, [in:] Die Preussisetiam Geschictitssuttredbber des 16.
und 17, Jatwthundéetss, Leipzig 1881, pp. 1-27.

% Himmelreich lists successive dates from the histery of
the town hall: 1332 — casting and fixing the bell in the town hall
tower; 1367 - the construction of a new tower roofed with a spire
covered with sheets of lead (for about 70 marks), the old tower
still stood in 1383. In 1399 the gilded hand of the clock was
mended by Strengener the goldsmith. The Elbing chronicler Chri-
stoph Falk mentiones the enlargement of the town hall in 1556 -
M.Toeppen, op. cit, H. 2, pp. 200-203,
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,»with a fireproof vault, in which documents and au-
thentic privleges are stored"?®.

On the storey above (or on the high ground flo-
or), on the right side of the staircase there was a long
hall whose windows looked out into the market place.
In the summer the hall was a meeting-place for the
Inferior Class (in the winter the meetings took place in
the so-called Wet Room). The windows of the Room
of the Ceuneil, which had a vaulted roof, looked otit
onte the other side of the building. 1n the winter, also
the sessiens of the eetirt were held in this roem. Next
te it there was the effice, where the secretary of the
eeuneil and the netaries werked. Eaeh of them wer-
kked in his ewn eabinet, separate from the rest. One ef
the effise deers led te the eld effice serving as the
arehive. Faeing the tewn hall frem the front of Kewal-
ska Street, af the left side of the building there was the
$6-6alled old tawn hall, gwhléh Used 16 Be Jeased t6
eitizens in Palish times™. At the Fight side there was
the so-¢alled Long Heuge, namely the leth hall. The

round flosr was Gecupied By meFehant stalls. On the
first Hor there was the Summer Hall (Sommerhaus),
where Safe couneils were held snd banguets given far
lfHP OFfant guests: Next 18 fhe town hall was 2 spies
atden. ACEarding Io mentions dating from the begin:
] 1H%gf the 1560 century, e faBles on whieh splees
FOWA tﬁg Eqéfé@ﬁ WEFE atfanged would Be tsed when
¢ [9rds of e Bld eity recelved the ards from the

ew ety and regaled their gHests with einem frekli-
0 Tk e el ¥

During the excavations mentioned above, Ta-
deusz Nawrolski uncovered the foundations and par-
tition walls of the cellars of a building (10 metres by
25) situated perpendicular to the cloth hall. The cel-
lars, probably with an arched vault, have not yet been
mentioned in the sources. The building was dated at
a period after 1384%,

The above general topography of the buildings
and rooms of the town hall can be compared with the
inventory of 1413. In order that they can more easily
be compared with the text of the source they have
been numbered from 1 ttoD. TiHwy areaasttdlons:

1) ,.in the peculiar treasury of the town hall the-
re is an abundance of gunpowder, sulphur, coal and
weights”, 2) in the scales room — nothing, 3) before
the scales room 4) in the cloth hall, in a small room
on the right side, 5) at an unspecified place of the
town hall, 6) in the inner room (the treasury, the offi-
€e?), 7) in the Sumrer Hall of the cloth hall, 8) in the
Roeerm of the Couneil, 9) in the stores of the attic.

¥ The inside of the treasury was reinforced in the 14th and
the 15th centuries: NKR, part 2, p. 18, item 1193: ,,Item 2 arbey-
dern 10 [dage] lon, de den calk unde stene loden, dar de tresel
mede gemurt wart, maket 16 sc.” — the thick type is the author’s.

“M. Toepp en, Efinger, H. 2, p. 205,

# Ibidem, p. 206.

2T N aw r o Lsskkij, Rettusz aotinglleziony (e Towimi ki)
Found)), ,,Spotkania z Zabytkami”, No. 9, pp. 7-10.
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.

Fig. 1. Reconstruction of the town hall complex made by F. Neumann in 1834: A -, Leng Heuse" (Lhe Eloth Hall);
B - ,,new town hall”, € = ,,0ld town hall”, B - the seribe's heuse.

Fig. 2. Unearthed walls of the town hall complex: A -, Long House" (The Cloth Hall), B — ,,new town hall”, C - ,,0ld town hall*,
D - the scribe's house, E - unidentified building added on to The Cloth Hall.
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4. The Inventory of the Military
Accessories and Different Things
in the Town Hall of Elbing Made in 1413

The inventory with the title Dys register gehdémeat
an den burgermeysier was camypilled in 14113, The didke
was given by the inspectors, whose names have not
been preserved. They made a list from nature of the
objects found in the town hall. Probably this was ne-
ither the first nor the last inventory of the town hall.

As early as in 1411, some building works star-
ted. The stone bench standing in the town hall’s tre-
asury was strengthened. At that time, the treasury was
transformed into the store of war materials.

L In the town hall's treasury® there were four
barrels of saltpetre, four barrels of gunpowder, pro-
bably three other full barrels and two barrels which
were only half full. The sulphur was stored in three
barrels: one of the barrels was three-quarters full and
two barrels were half full. There were two barrels of
bolts (bolen), half a barrel of gunpowder, a tied up
sack of gunpwder, and another barrel of sulphur 10
and a half stones in mass*, The high prices of saltpe-
tre and sulphur justify placing the materials in the
reem of the treasury. In the treasury there were asle
21 kopperyne steinBuchsem, 1. . small-calibre red
Brenze bartels firing stene balls, and 24 letbiiehsen -
small-ealibre guns tiring lead prejestiles. The latter
were kept ,in ene eoffer, in Whieh alse fuses with
hesks and iren Bungs were stered”.

2. In the scales chamber, on the way to the tre-
asury, nothing was taken down*’.

3. Before the scales chamber®® the inspectors
took down two large guns and the third gun, the big-
gest of them.

4. Rifle hooks, among other things, caught the
inspectors attention in the ,,summer house”, i. e. in
the cloth hall®®. In the first coffer for storing the cloth
in there were 800 small stone balls, in the second
coffer 44 abit bigger balls and im the third cofffker 162
still bigger projectiles. There were also four smaller
coffers containing various ,,buchsen gereth” for can-
nons. In the coffer standing on the right side of the
foem there were 62 large-calibre balls. The 68 mas-
sive shields mentioned abeve (,seteze Sehilde uff dy
mure") had alse been taken dewn™. 1n the cloth hall
there were alse twe 6ld and twe new gun meunts for
large guns, 13 nermal buehsenladen, 11 barrel rests
tbichsen gestelle - frestles ), 1B lange bhorers farhe-

4 APGd 369, 1/789: ,,...in dem sunderlichen Tresel des
Rathauses™.

# See note 39.

% APGd 369, /789, p. 2.

%1 stone of Torur = 25 Ibs, = about 10 kg.

4 APGd 369, /789, p. 4.

* Ibidem.

“Tbidem, p. 5.

0 Ibidem, p. 6.
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ring tearedls ifcanttangsfieriingg sbaegppojjeclidesisam
guns, an anchor, Zuker (an unexplained object), a rod
for ramming down the charge, a mint stamp or a tra-
demark stamp with an image of a ship, and a tent (?)
= an object deseribed as ,.eine gﬁgefwethe hut”.

5. In the town hall building™ there were four lar-
ge infantry shields, 14 cases for arrows fastened to the
shields, one big and two normal drawing mechanisms.

6. Some tin utensils were stored in the treasurer’s
room: 14 big and four small jugs, 23 salt cellars or
sauce boats (salsirgen) and 27 dishes*®. There were
also 16 pickaxes®, ai iron hoop and two swords used
for exectutions®.

7. In the Summer Hall of the cloth hall the fol-
lowing objects were taken down: five heavy cross-
bows with pulley drawers (windearmbrost), 171 li-
ghter crossbows for defending walls with lever stret-
chers (wilarmbrost) and other crossbows with strings
stretched by means of hooks (spanarmbrost)®, two
kettle-hats, two basnets, two suits of full armour, a
breastplate, three coats of mail, two houndskulls (Pig
faced basnets), two battle hatchets (axes). 1 shall add
that a Rhenish kettle hat and a cuirass were hung on
one of the walls during the Grand Master’s visit to
Elbing in 1407. At that time, the hall was redecora=
ted and fitted with a haireloth wall eovering™.

8. The following silver utensils belonged to the
council benches in the town hall*’: three cups (chali-
ces), a tub or abowl, 112 spoons, a tub for spices (kru-
denab), further, two red bronze bowls with ears, an
hantfas ~ a water container for washing the hands
during a feast, three ,,right” candlesticks, four new
tin jugs, three iron tubs, 16 half-litre jugs, 18 tin bot-
tles, a tin jug for drinks and a little jug.

9. In the stores of the town hall’s attic*® there
were 1176 score bolts (23520 arrows). Among them

5! Ibidem, p. 8.

% Ibidem.

SSNIKER, part 2, p. 94, item 1485, In 1414 amew pickaxe —
steiinthizkee (?) was bought from the Elbing blacksmith Stegener
(Stregener) for 3 scoti.

% Ibidem, p. 38, item 1265; p. 87, item 1460. In 1412 the
executioner’s sword was also purchased for 2 scoti and in 1414
two Rhenish swords for executions were bought for 6 scoti.

% At the same time, it is hard to say whether these were
crossbows or crossbows and the drawing mechanisms; according
to me, both arbalests and the mechanisms were taken down. In
Teutonic sources the term spamgunted/ was used to denote a hook
for a crossbow fixed to the archer’s belt, thus, the word spa-
narmibvasts would mean ,,a crossbow with a hook” or ,,a cross-
bow drawn by means of such a hook”. A similar remark refers
also to the names of the types of crossbows listed in the invento-
ty. See also A. N o w akewss i, Uzbrojemie wojsk Ruzyzackich
w Prusacth w X1V w i na poezatkiu XV w. {Arms and Armour of
the Teutonie Forces in Prussia In the 14th and at the Beginning
of the 151h Centuries), ,Acta Archaeologica Lodziensa”, 29, £.6dz
1980, pp. 122 seqq.

SWNIKR, part 1, p. 87, item 427.

5 APGd 369, 1/789, p. 11.

% Ibidem, p. 13.
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were 150 score new bolts, 150 score unfeathered bolts
(made of flat narrow pieces of linden wood), 21 sco-
re arrows for pulley arbalests and 4500 bow arrows —-
just to mention a few items listed in the inventory.
The inspectors found also an iron file, a tin jug and
steel jug, two hatchets and a lance (or a javelin) for
examining the contents of the lime-kiln,

The last items mentioned in the inventory were
three great locks for the town gates®, It may be su-
spected that in 1413, as aresult of the inspection, the
host of the armoury was recommended and obligated
to buy four keys: three coffer keys and a key to the
store room for 2 scoti and 20 phennigs®.

5. Conclusion

So far the inventory of the armoury of the El-
bing town hall has been underestimated. But the mili-
tary accessories enumerated in the register could not
correspond to the town’s military potential at that time.
The arms in the town hall had been gathered for ages
and it is hard to say whether and to what extent the
stock of weapons was enriched after the great war of
1409-1410 (especially after the departure of the anmed
troops eommanded by the Grand Hospitaler of the
Order). The curtailed stocks may have been supple-
fRented at that time, as in the new account book of the
Old City there are expenses connected with the pur-
¢chase of arms and armour, artilley guns included. One
of the reasens for those expenditures was the enlarge-
fment of the defensive system of the town. The con-
strustien of the new exiensiens was initiated by the
townspeople in 1410. The fertifications weriewellatie-
%@Q 18 defending the eity against artillery fire. After
8 lgst war, the Teutenic Knights had an interest in
Building up the g{ty defenees, Which they had siianglly
oppesed beferecr. The building ef the Tortifiications
8he dlemetre in l_@ﬁ%ﬁh); gonisting of, ameng 6ther
|ngs, Rine eylindrical towers, the seeond, etiter, line
of elty walls preceded By a meat, and a barbican was
started Rear Targowa Gate at the end of 14106
The relevant source material documents the
existence of foundries working fiar Elbing im Gdiafisk
and Lidzbark Warminski at that time. Efforts were
made to produce various kinds of firearms, which
were modern weapons for the contemporaries. De-
folition guns, larger and smaller bombards, terrace
guins and harguebuses with hooks were made. One of
the guns ordered in Gdarisk in 1414 was said to be 12
and a half hundredweights in mass, 1. e. 1240 Ibs.
Therefere it must have been an impressive gun firing

¥ Ibidem, p. 14.

SONIKIR, part 2, p. 60, item 1341,

8 Por more details see M. P e Lecccly, e Teslhaedinme dger
Akstadlt Elbing am Grossem Krieg (1409-1401) und ihre wiéh-
rend des Krieges Erfittemern Schadkm, ,Beitrge zur Geschichte
Westpreussen”, 10, 1987, p. 52.

& See among others A. $ em r au, Die Register, pp. 60 seqq.

stone projectiles up to 400 pounds in mass. In the
Elbing armoury there were many various calibre har-
quebuses. The hooks were stored in seperate boxes.
A specimen from the municipal armoury of Berno
dated at 1415 and reproduced by Hartmut Boockmann
is an example of such an arbalest with the fixed on a
wooden gun mount®,

The stone projectiles which were described as
small were contrasted with the greater calibre pro-
jectiles, which is evidence of the existence of at least
three kinds of different calibre guns. According to
Veolker Schmidtchen, in the 14th century, the light gun
was the 12-20(cm)-bore gun, the heavy gun was the
25-45-bore gun, the very heavy gun was the 50-80-
bore gun. All guns firing lead projectiles were cha-
racterized by the barrel below 12 cm in diameter®,

Besides the firearms and the projectiles in the
armoury of Elbing there were stores of arrows and
arbalests. It is hard to say whether the weapons were
distributed among the townspeople obligated to de-
fend particular sections of the city walls during wars
(in peacetime, the townspeople would pracise the
aceuracy of shooting at the shooting range)®. Besi-
des, some cities used to employ mercenary contin-
g@eﬂts, Part of the stocks may have been used to rein-

ree such troeps enlisted in case of war.

6. Annexe.
The Inventory of 1413 of the Town Hall of Elbing

The contemporary title of the inventory: Dys
register gehoret an den burgermeyster, seems to hint
at the possibility of the existence of many documents
of this type. However, only this register has been pre-
served in the collections of Elbing sources.

The language of this document resambles that
of the new account book of the Old City of Elbing
dating from the period 1404-1414, This is the Low
German language and the High German language with
some elements ofithe Low German language.

The source has been edited by the method pre-
sented by Johannes Schutze, Eriedrich Benningho-
ven and accepted by Markian Pelech®, The text has

#¥H. B 0 0 c k m an n, Die Stadl im spiitem Miitelalter,
Miinchen 1994 (3. Aufl.), Kat. 52, p. 40.

#V.S ¢ h midtttactheen, Die Feuerwaifém des Deufwohen
Rittevordanss bis zur Schiactit: bei Tamennberg 1410. Besiénde,
Funlktitam und Kostem. Dargestalli: anhamd! der Wikttedivfiehiicher
des Ordens von 1374 bis 1410, Liineburg 1977, pp. 12 and 20.
For further information about firearms in the Middle Ages see
M. G t 0 s ¢ k, Bro#i palha: (Firearmsy), [in:] Uzbrojenie w Pelsce
(Armg and Armeuir in Poland)), pp. 1155-164.

5 A. N ad o lssij, @Grmweld. Rreabitemy wyjhare (Qewin-
wald. Sefected! Problems)), Olsztyn 1990, p. 43.

8]).Schultze (ed.), Richfimiam fir duseere Teoxgpstal-
tung bei Herausgaiiee von Quellem zur Newevem deutsciem Ge-
schictties, , Blétter fur deutsche Landesgeschichte”, 98, 1962, pp.
I-ll;F.Benninghowem (ed.), Das Stadthucth wen Svhwelz
1374-1454, ,Zeitschrift fir Ostforschung”, 21,1972, pp. 45 seqq.;
M. P e Leecchh (Get)), ANEKR, cgp. cdit,, prgp. XRKIHSRWAIIL
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been copied verbatim, except for the numerals. The
original Roman numerals have been replaced with
Arabic numerals. All the letters e and o with diacri-
tics have been placed after those letters, 4 and v lawve
been standardized, e. g. und not vad, similarily, i and
J hewe beem stamdbidized as i, alll the: grammimaliical]
mistakes have been retained, capital letters have been
placed at the beginning of the sentences (items) and
names. The cotrections in square brackets are the
author’s.

The supplement to the Inventory is a glossary
of some more difficult terms and words. The entries
are spelt after the source version.

Trenslated by Zuzanna Poklewska-Parra

Dys register gehoret an den burgermeyst

p. 2 [1] dis nochgeschreben das ist geflegen in dem sun
derlichen Tresel des Rathauses.
Indes efste 4 tonnen salpeter.
Item 4 tonmean pukarsAlseBeganezadanaarutidde Adlal-
be torinen.
Item 3 wikrdiell wan 11tdaneers swifel aaisisnia Rafiatheion-
fien.
Item 2 tioninen balken.
Item 1/2 tonne mit loten dor an is ein sak mit pulver
gebunden.
Item 1 ttatiressvebiatisdyy wyget 1001 12sst¢inrhiiinigs 3
adir 4 put.
Item 21 kapparymnne staitudhsen.
Item 24 lotbuchsen in ayner kysten und dor selbst sint
auch inne entezunde haken und proppen und proppe
yseren.

p. 4 [2] Hir volget dy Pfuntkanmesr.
[3] Item vor der Pfuntkamer.
Item so0 sin do 2 iauchsen gjliche gros.
Item 1 didasissdyygyressestessossinddomiitteranbior 3.

p. 5 [4] Hir volget das Gewanthus.
Ins erste uff dy rechtehant dio its im keiim Heernaiilin wind
dor is inne mancherleye gerethe unde ysenwerck also
hoken czu buchsen®,
Item do sin do volgende in den gewandkysten buch-
senisteinie.
Item 13 schok unde 20 kleine buchsensteine in deme
ersten kysten.
Item do selbst ist inne 44 buchsensteine, ein wenick
grosser wen dly @rsten. Ittemiinidemeadearicisisied dapy
do ssin iknme 2ssttudlutiboubksenstoieabiizgrosser
donne dy ersten und dy andern. Item do selbst inne sin
4 lladien adiir iiine kgystan dinddertedissenggesttienmane
cherleye inne is. ltem do kein alver uifff dy linkehant. In
deme ersten kasten do sin inne. Steine czu den grosten
buchsen 1 ssthakunti2sstdire. I itemddobs sinv88 seteze
schilde uff dy muire.

2 abbr., a special sign denoting coram - before everyone’s eyes.
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p. 6. Hir volget dy buchsenladen in dieie Gewandhuse.

Ersten so sin do aldeladen. ltem 2 grosse nie laden.
Itern der gemeinen laden der sin 13, lerm so siA do 11
buchsen gestelle. ltem so sin do 13 gresse nefeger @y
feren do fhete 62u boren. ltem 1l ggEasseveeme

62U steinen. 1tem 1L aanuker1iten Lakentam pupudyer
Kletz. item ilppéennied detzdn gy frederehifficlicarine
gegerwethe.

p. 8 [5] Hir velget uff deme Rathuse.

Item sin do 4 seicze tarczezen. e 14} ssthummiityFfiden
by den tarczezen hengende. ltem 3 witidianaine gssse
und 2 gemeime.

[6] Item in der kamerer Kamer van binnen do is ifne.
ltemn 14 grassecdifnantiasse Ikamikideyoe Aninneagas-
se. Item 23 czifinen salsirgen. ltem 27 czinnen mus-
schoffflen. Iteam 1 6ssigithigkanumtathssindlogasse
iserne reyfen. Tham2riichisswearte,

p. 9 [7] liem in deme Somerhuse.

Ersten 5 grosse windearbrost. Item wilarmbrost und
spanarmbrost durch den andern st 1L 1122°%6X1° g2
ysenhutte. Item 2 huloem. e 11bbesst e bbrinkbear-

fich. ltem 3 panezear. ka2 Hiadesoqgian.
ltem 2 pelile exen.

p. 14 [KlrrirwalgatayrRathstone.

Item so sin do 3 zilbern koppe. ltem 1 ssithermsetiate.
Item 12 Sikbarn kfa] Tdtem1 kibherkdadidenalitdtan 2
messing handbecken. Itam 1 lggrasbadekeritdiam Hamant-
fas. Than Beakan uditar. Tkam 4] grosse cZinam kannamn.
Item 3 stlliécanthen Iéen st halbe sitikkanndteliens 18
czinen flasschen. ka1l czieaR Sebebk® ansierTtdiam 1
kieine kenchen,

p. 13 [9] Hir volget was oben uff demme Rathuse uff der

Iechit is.

Item 16 sdfolkpffiike 1itemidG schilp fifldltdteribicbethok
ungefeder. Ikemn GDssthokmuseqifite Ithanv 44 debblo fifi-
le. Item 100 schok pfile. item 73 schok pfile. ltem 7
schok windearmbrost pfile. Itam1tbsshbokls shbetétdtdtam
60 schok sctheffte Iiem! aznnennmele stedtaldmianne.
ltem 1Lyysetenrchatiide Itian 2 podexertdtan dngitmtiadir
kalk spis.

p. 14 Tiexmn <o halban dy kaimarer wain tinmnen B gyressesdiss

dy gehoren czu den stat thoren.

2] have retained the source spelling of the number.
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Glossary
of the More Difficult Terms and Words

adir, oder or
aldeladen old gun supports
gﬁ@kgf isch (bynh h, binh h) ?ﬁme

einharnisc! araach, binharnsc ul AfNeu
borst, brust breastplate
bol, bolen bolt, bolts
buchse, buchsen gun barrel, barrels
buchsensteine stone projectiles for camnnons
buchsen gestelie gun barrel rests
buchsenladen gun barrel suppotrts, carriages
czange tongs
czinnen fasse tin jugs, tubs
doby deep
entezunde fuse
virdel quatt
flaschen bottles
gancz, gancze whole )
geissflispanne lever with a ook for dirawiingthiectrestinw tHegmeat’s /dgy
gemeinen laden ordinary gun barrel mounts

ewandkysten coffers wsatlfforstofing Clathim

dhus Cloth Hall
haken hooks
halbe stoflamnme glgs holding about half a litre of liquid
handbecken uckets with ears _ )
hantfas a water container for washing dihe Inandis dluriing @ fieast
held, helde file
hoken czu buchssen hooks for bairels
en basnets (type of helm)
hundeskogeln Houndskull (,,Pig faced basnet™)
hut tent (?)
kamerlin a little room
kannen, kanen j
kasten
koppe (zilbern) cups chalices (silver)
kopperynne made of copper
kropen stretchers for orasshows
krude spices
krudenab tub for gpices
kysten coffers
lade, laden coffer, cdféess ]
lotbuchsen barrel firing lead ballls, light cannen
luchter candlestick
e wall
spades for mamure
nefeger dy roren borer for barrels
puluer klotz rod for ranming diown the charge
phenning klotz in dy frediersdhifff stamp with an image of a ship
pfilen Affows
scales room, scales chamber

polle exen battle hatchets (axes)
proppen tenons or bungs
proppe ysern ifon tenons of bungs
puluer gunpowder
Rathstonne council room, Room of the Council
reyfen hoops
richitaveert executioner’s axe
sak sack
salpeter saltpetre
salsirgen salt cellars, sauce boats (?)
schale tub
scheffte bow arrow
schenke kafinen jug for dirinks
setcze schilde, setzschild large itffatinyseti sibibetofcifingig thetheogralind
schok threescore
schu mit pfilen quiver, a case for holding arrows
slos ?ate lock
spanarmbrost ight crossbows with stitrup drawing mechanisms (by

means of stitrups and leather straps)
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steinbicken
steinbuchsen
stelen konchen
swefel, swthdls
tonne

tresel
wilarmbrost
winden

windearmbrost, wyndicarimiirust

wyget
ysenhutte
Zuker

24

Elckaxes fq; mmmms
S
s sieel bucket
sulphur
barrel
treasury
medium-light arbalest with a lever stretcher
acks, pullley dirawiing imetharisms forathatests
eavy ests mﬂmfxunleydirmmgrﬁmmﬁmmr
defending wll

e-hat of helm
poiﬂted b (%e )





