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REVIEW OF WORKS ON THE ECONOMIC HISTORY 
OF THE SECOND REPUBLIC 

PUBLISHED IN THE YEARS 1962 - 1971

1. I n tr o d u c to r y  R em arks. This review is a continuation of the article 
Polish Economy of the Years 1918 - 1939 in Polish Post-war Publications 
published in 1962.1 The present review aims at presenting the production 
of Polish historiography in the years 1961 - 1971 in the field of research 
in the economic history of the 2nd Republic. It is, naturally, impossible to 
discuss or even cite within a rather brief review all the works published. 
We shall therefore endeavour to point out only the main trends of research 
and to present the subject-m atter of the more im portant works. Neither 
shall we take under consideration those works which deal only marginally 
with the economic problems of the years 1918- 1939. Whenever a work 
has appeared both in Polish and in one or more of the foreign languages, 
we cite the latter version only.

Research work on the economic history of inter-w ar Poland shows 
steady quantitative growth. The number of publications that appeared in 
the years 1962 - 1971 is more than twice bigger than of those published 
in the period 1945 - 1961. From this point of view, the situation is 
relatively favourable. The state of research can hardly be evaluated, 
however, solely on the basis of the number of publications. Much more 
important, indeed, are their actual merits, the selection of subject-matter, 
the extent to which they fill white spots on the map of historical 
knowledge. In this respect, the situation is not quite satisfactory. Prevail
ing among the recent works are contributions containing valuable material 
but rather narrow  in scope. They undoubtedly constitute valuable addi
tions to the fund of our knowledge on the economy of inter-w ar Poland 
but, at the same time, they do not always meet the most essential research
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needs. Among the publications, there are rela tively  few works of 
synthetical character.

Also causing serious concern is the fact that research leaves out m any 
crucial problem s indispensable for coming rea lly  to know the economy 
of the 2nd Republic. There are hardly any com parative works discussing 
the Polish economy against the background of world economy, missing 
is the h istory  of various branches of production, of various regions of the 
country, etc. A decidedly optimistic phenomenon, on the o ther hand, 
consists in  the ra th e r  broad developm ent of regional studies and in 
tackling m any problem s, studied either little  or not at all before 1961. 
One could cite e.g. the quickly developing studies on the social s tructu re  
of the country, the situation of the working class, the economic history  of 
W arsaw, the  w ar — orientated economy, the economic policy of the 
G overnm ent. The appearance, among the authors, of m any new names is 
also a very  favourable development. We do not elaborate on these 
problem s here, since we have recently  discussed them  elsewhere on 
several occasions.2

2. R eview s o f  t h e  S t a te  o f  R esea rch . The problem  of historiography 
of the economic h istory  of in ter-w ar Poland was the subject of considera
tions by T. Cieślak8 and M. Drozdowski,4 both au thors being interested 
not only in m atters  of economic history but in the overall state of research. 
The problem s of the economic history of the 2nd Republic also em erged 
in the num erous discussions over Poland’s contem porary history tha t 
have taken place in the past few years. R ather divergent views on the 
evaluation of in ter-w ar economy came out in those discussions. This 
problem , however, is too complex to be presented in a few lines w ithout 
fear of running  into over-sim plifications of essential character.

The years 1961 - 1971 saw the appearance of a large num ber of works 
analyzing the state and needs of research concerning the various problems 
of Polish economy. E.g., I. P ietrzak-Paw łow ska has presented the situ 
ation in research  on industrial enterprises in the world and in Poland.5 
O ther au thors took up sim ilar problems w ith regard  to industrial plants 
in the various regions of Poland.6 J. Żarnowski has presented in an 
in teresting w ay the program m e of fu rther research on the social structure  
of in te r-w ar Poland.7 Comprehensive reports on the present state of 
knowledge on the h istory  of the industrial p ro le taria t have been published 
by M. Drozdowski, I. Pietrzak-Paw łow ska and M. Traw ińska-K w aśniew - 
ska.8 H. Jędruszczakow a has form ulated concepts of directions in syntheses 
of economic history.9 M uch interest has also been shown in problem s of 
h istory of the co-operative m ovem ent.10
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3. W o rk s  o f  S y n th e t ic a l  C h a r a c te r .  Of greatest social im portance 
among the num erous publications, are  those which present Poland’s 
economic situation in  the years 1918 - 1939 in a comprehensive m anner. 
The 2nd edition of the O utline Economic H istory of Poland 1918 - 1939 
appeared in 1962, and the 3rd revised edition — in 1971.11 In 1963, W. R u
siński published a un iversity  textbook devoting considerable attention 
to the problem s tha t in terest us here  (2nd edition, 1969).12 In 1964, two 
popular books appeared: one by W. Długoborski,13 the o ther by J. Ciepie- 
lewski, A. Jezierski and E. K aczyńska.14 In  1965 — the m im eographed 
tex t of lectures by R. Gradowski,15 and a synthesis of Poland’s economic 
history  by B. Z ientara, A. Mączak, I. Ihnatow icz and Z. Landau;16 in 
1966 — a textbook by I. Kostrowicka, Z. Landau and J. Tomaszewski;17 
in 1967 — the firs t volume, and in 1971 — the second volume of The 
Economy of In ter-W ar Poland;18 in 1968 — a popular outline by Z. Landau 
and J. Tomaszewski.19 As can be seen, alm ost each year saw the publica
tion of a t least one book showing a com prehensive p icture of Poland’s 
economy in the years 1918 - 1939, which bears w itness to the  great in terest 
in these problem s.

The publications enum erated  above can be divided into three distinct 
groups. The firs t group includes university  textbooks in which the period 
1918 - 1939 constitutes bu t a fragm ent of the work (see notes 12, 16, 17). 
The second group consists of popular books intended for students of 
vocational courses (notes 13, 14); in these publications, too, the period of 
the 2nd Republic is only a fragm ent of the  whole. The th ird  group 
comprises w orks dealing exclusively w ith  the economy of the years 
1918 - 1939. The Outline (n. 11) and the  D ifficult Independence (n. 19) 
by Z. Landau and J. Tomaszewski w ere books of popular character, while 
The Inflation  Era and From  G rabski to P iłsudski (n. 18) were attem pts at 
a m onographic presentation of the economic history  of Poland from  1918 
to 1929.

Besides book, several articles of synthetical character have also 
appeared. One should firs t of all cite the  paper by K. Secomski 
characterizing the transform ations of Poland’s economic s tructu re  in the 
past half-cen tu ry .20 Of a sim ilar character w as the study  by A. Jezierski, 
devoted to an analysis of the  m ain economic transform ations in the 
period from  the regaining of independence until 1968.21 Both authors 
w ere in terested  exclusively in the in terp re ta tion  of developm ents, not in 
their description, since their aim  w as to p resen t a synthetical picture of 
the changes th a t have occurred in the Polish economy w ithin the past 
50 years. Of a sim ilarly  generalizing character w as J. Tomaszewski’s 
essay devoted to the basic tendencies of in te r-w ar economy.22 A d ifferen t 
approach w as presented by Z. Landau,23 who exam ined not only the
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economic developm ent of the 2nd Republic bu t the  place of her economy 
against the background of world economy. Landau tried  to find the answer 
to the question of essential im portance w hether the gap betw een Poland 
and the m ore developed countries increased or diminished in the period 
betw een the 1st and 2nd World War.

V arious au thors differed in their evaluation of the economic achieve
m ents of the years 1918 - 1939. As a rule, however — while pointing to 
a num ber of unquestionably positive phenom ena, such as the economic 
in tegration of Poland’s territories, the developm ent of new branches of 
production, the expansions of the railw ay system , the creation of Gdynia 
and of the C entral Industrial Region — they  all stressed th a t the chances 
which the regaining of independence had offered to Poland, had not been 
taken fu ll advantage of. This view is expressed by most authors, though 
w ith d ifferen t shades of opinion.

4. R e se a rc h  in  t h e  S t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  S oc ie ty . D em ograph ic  
R e la t io n s .  S tudies concerning social struc tu res were an entirely  new 
field of research. In Polish post-w ar h istoriography of the contem porary 
era, they  w ere in itia ted  by J. Zarnowski’s w ork devoted to the social 
s truc tu re  of the  intelligentsia in Poland in the years 1918 - 1939.24 Z ar
nowski’s next book also rem ained w ithin the same range of problem s but 
w as of a m ore general character, its subject being the s tructu re  of 
the whole Polish society.*5 The successive chapters dealt w ith  the 
characteristics of the  various groups of population: the w orkers,26 the 
peasants and farm -hands, the intelligentsia, the p e tty  bourgeoisie and the 
propertied  classes. In view of the popular character of the book, m any 
problem s could only be m entioned in it. The problem s w ere presented 
in an even m ore synthetical m anner in the paper prepared for the 50th 
ann iversary  of the regaining of independence.27

Among o ther au thors engaged in research  in social structu res was 
M. Drozdowski. His m ain work in this field dealt w ith the composition 
and s truc tu re  of W arsaw ’s working class.28 Drozdowski also studied the 
questions of the  social and occupational s truc tu re  of W arsaw,29 the social 
struc tu re  of w orking-class youth in Poland,30 the social s tructu re  of the 
2nd Republic.31 The structu re  of W arsaw’s working class was also studied 
by J. Ław nik,32 while A. A jnenkiel dealt w ith  the structu re  of farm 
hands.33 Also J. Tomaszewski studied the composition of the working 
class.34 The la tte r  has also presented the social struc tu re  of the Voivodship 
of Polesie on the basis of the 1931 census resu lts .35 Sim ilar research 
concerning the  Voivodship of Silesia was done by J. Jezierska.36 J. Ziemba 
analyzed the num erical force and the structu re  of the pro letariat in Upper 
Silesia and in the Dąbrowa Basin,37 while Z. Landau undertook the a ttem pt
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to estim ate the  num erical force of the Polish bourgeoisie and of the 
so-called financial oligarchy.38

Of a som ew hat d ifferent character w ere the works by S. B ronsztejn39 
and E. S trzelecki,40 because they  w ere concerned not so m uch w ith studies 
of the social s truc tu re  but w ith m ore broadly conceived demographic 
problem s. B ronsztejn  analyzed the dem ographic and economic phenomena 
taking place in the Jew ish population, Strzelecki — the demographic 
phenom ena in W arsaw. A separate group of w orks consisted of studies 
of em igration problem s. The most im portan t place here belongs to H. J a 
nowska.41 Also published w as an in teresting  study  by L. Landau on Polish 
seasonal em igration to Latvia and G erm any,42 as w ell as several articles 
by other au thors.43

The research  in struc tu res conducted so far, dealt above all w ith  social 
problem s, to a lesser ex ten t w ith  occupational and nationality  problems. 
Almost not undertaken  at all, on the o ther hand, have been studies 
concerning the economic struc tu re  of in ter-w ar Poland, its  transform a
tions, the in tegration44 and disintegration tendencies in the country’s 
economy, the  co-existence of the highly  developed industry  in Silesia and 
the sem i-natural peasant economy in the eastern  and north -eastern  parts 
of Poland.

5. T he  E conom ic  P o lic y  o f  t h e  S ta te .  Research in the economic 
policy of the  G overnm ent and in the role of the  S tate in the country’s 
economy becam e a new field of in terest. These problem s aroused lively 
in terest before the w ar, too,45 bu t practically  un til 1961 they  were 
analyzed only incidentally, and in  m any cases very  superficially. A fter 
1962, they found them selves in the centre of a ttention of m any authors. 
The economic policy of the G overnm ent in the  period im m ediately after 
W orld W ar I, w as exam ined by Z. Landau46 and T. Grabowski.47 The 
la tte r  presented  in an extensive and in teresting book the role of the State 
in the economy in the period from  the regaining of indpendence until the 
outbreak of the  great economic depression.48 J. Tomaszewski dealt w ith  the 
policy of the  Skrzyński Cabinet,49 Z. Landau — w ith the impact of 
J. Pilsudski’s coup d’eta t upon the economic conceptions of the subsequent 
governm ents.50 J. Ciepielewski and Z. Knakiewicz concentrated their 
a tten tion  on the period of depression: the form er presented  the policy of 
the  State tow ards agricu lture,51 the la tte r  — the financial policy.52 The 
period of stim ulating the business activ ity  became the subject of a very  
in teresting  book by M. Drozdowski.53 The same author also published 
m aterials concerning the economic policy of the Polish G overnm ent w ith 
regard  to the Zaolzie region (the p a rt of Cieszyn Silesia annexed by 
Poland in 1938).54
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R. Gradowski undertook the a ttem pt of a comprehensive presentation 
of the role of the S tate  in the economy but did not go beyond outlining 
the subject.55 Several authors analyzed the policy of the G overnm ent w ith 
regard  to specific branches of economy. Thus B. Dopierała carried on 
research in the form ation of the m aritim e policy.56 A sim ilar subject was 
also taken up by S. Ordon.57 R. Gawiński dealt w ith the textile  industry58 
and Z . Landau w ith  the G overnm ent’s a ttitude tow ards the inflow of 
foreign capital to Poland.59

The above rev iew  shows that, apart from  Drozdowski’s w ork on the 
policy of the G overnm ent in the years 1936 - 1939, we do not yet possess 
equally  com prehensive m onographs covering other periods.

6. W a r - o r ie n ta te d  Econom y. This sphere of research has also 
g reatly  developed in the past few years. W hile form erly  these problem s 
w ere dealt w ith  p rim arily  by émigré historians, the scholars in Poland 
can by now boast qu ite  considerable achievements. Those, however, are 
not easy to follow by civilian historians, since the resu lts  of research are 
in some cases published in strictly  m ilitary  periodicals. This is w hy the 
com pleteness of the  review  of publications presented below leaves room  
for doubt.

The problem s in  question have been dealt w ith most extensively by 
T. Grabowski. Two of his works have already  been m entioned in 
paragraph 5, above. In the studies cited there, the author devoted m uch 
attention, among other things, to the role of the w ar economy in the 
economic system  of the country.80 This cu rren t of research was continued 
in the book devoted to arm am ents investm ents bu t concentrated m ainly  
on the period 1936 - 1939.61 Also in terested  in the problem s of the bu ild 
ing of arm am ents industry  were J. Czajor,62 S. Ciastoń63 and P. Staw ecki.64 
At the same time, there  appeared w orks concerning transportation ,65 food 
supply,66 financial m atters,67 economic m obilization,68 the developm ent of 
arm ed forces — aproached from  the point of view of the coun try ’s 
defensive needs.69

7. In d u s try . Beside the co-operative movement, industry  and the 
situation of the industrial proletariat a ttrac ted  the greatest a tten tion  of 
research workers, and it is in this field tha t the greatest num ber of w orks 
have appeared. This w as to some ex ten t due to the w ork of the 
Commission for the  Co-ordination of Research in the H istory of Industry  
w ithin the Com m ittee on Historical Sciences of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences. It w as on the Commission’s initiative that, among others, 
a conference devoted to industrial plants in the 19th and 20th centuries 
w as organized.70 A special volume of studies was also published p resen t
ing, in ter alia, the conditions of industrial developm ent in the period of 
the 2nd Republic, the processes of concentration taking place in the
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mining, metallurgical and textile industries, and the development of the 
chemical and food industries.71

Of the most general character, however, is the book by A. Jezierski 
and S. Zawadzki, treating of two centuries of history of Polish industry.72 
The authors concentrated on showing the main development tendencies 
rather than on description. Also interesting are: B. Skaradziński’s essay 
on the conceptions of Poland’s industrialization,73 and I. Pietrzak-Pawłow- 
ska’s paper discussing, among other things, the industrialization tenden
cies in inter-war Poland against a comparative background.74 J. To
maszewski dealt with methodological questions concerning the construc
tion of the general index of industrial production.75 His considerations 
are of great importance for assessing the rate of growth of Polish industry 
because two different general indices of industrial production were used 
in pre-w ar Poland, and divergent conclusions can be reached, depending 
on which of them is adopted.

The above list comprises all the works dealing /with industry in 
a comprehensive way. It should be remembered, however, that problems 
of industry were also included in the publications cited in paragraphs 
3 - 6  and 9. All other works treating of industry, either dealt with 
a specific branch, region or period — or were simply histories of specific 
industrial plants.

Let us now pass to publications presenting the history of specific 
branches of industry. Mining can boast two separate monographs 
already,76 as well as a number of fragm entary contributions dealing with 
the development of non-ferrous ore mining in Upper Silesia,77 oil mining,78 
and the history of mines.79 Writing generally about the development 
tendencies in the mining and metallurgical industries were W. Długobor- 
ski and J. Jaros.80 The textile industry is the subject of works by R. Ga
wiński81 and of articles by L. Kieszczyński82 and Z. Bąkowski.83 Develop
mental tendencies in the textile industry were discussed in the paper 
by G. Missalowa and J. Fijałek.84 Single studies have been devoted to 
timber,85 paper,86 shipbuilding,87 sugar,88 alcohol-distilling,89 agricultural 
and food,90 cement,91 and dye-stuff92 industries. The works dealing îwith 
arms production have already been cited in paragraph (6).

The above list is not impressively long. It ought to be remembered, 
however, that in many cases the history of the various branches has been 
dealt with in regional studies. The authors were not so much interested 
in the history of a specific branch of industry but rather in the problems 
of industry in a given part of the country. Relatively, the most has been 
w ritten about the industry of Great-Poland. We have already named the 
work on sugar industry and that on timber industry. Besides, E. Ziółek 
gave a brief presentation of the development of industry in the city of
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Poznań,93 and S. Kowal — the history  of th a t industry  in the years of 
the great economic depression.94 Research was also conducted in the  
industry  of W arsaw  and the W arsaw region,95 of Bielsko-Biała,96 of the  
Old-Polish Basin,97 Częstochowa98 and Poznań.99 If we analyze the state  
of research from  th e  chronological point of view, it will tu rn  out th a t 
most authors w ere in terested  in the im pact of the depression of 
1930 - 1933 on industria l production (among those already  cited — Kiesz- 
czyński, M ikołajczyk and Kowal; among those not ye t m entioned — 
B. W achowska100), and in the period im m ediately after W orld W ar I 
(Czajor, Grabowski101 and Landau102).

Also appearing Were m ore and more w orks devoted to the  h istory  of 
individual industria l plants. A p a rt of them  (small, in fact) are thoroughly 
prepared  scientific m onographs, a part are publications issued on ann iver
sary  occasions. The value of the la tte r is very  uneven, as a ru le  however, 
they  contain in teresting  source m aterial. For lack of space, we are unable 
to give here  the  titles  of these num erous publications, or even of selected 
examples.

Research in  the h istory  of industry  has been conducted, generally  
speaking, in  a very  traditional m anner. It dealt, as a rule, w ith problem s 
of production. Yet, m odern studies of industry  call for a m uch broader 
approach. Beside production, of very  great im portance are problem s of 
capital, of the organizational form s of industry, of the state  of concentra
tion, of capital investm ent problems, the cost of production, the m arkets, 
etc. So far, these m atte rs  have been m entioned m arginally  at most bu t — 
apart from  isolated cases — have not become the subject of separate 
studies. In  the  years 1962 - 1971, one book was published on the organiza
tion of industrialists,103 one article on stock companies,104 and one on the 
organizational form s of industry .105

8. H a n d ic ra f t .  The sum total of inform ation on the crafts is also 
modest, in spite of the  fact that handicraft played an  imm ense role in the 
economy of in te r-w ar Poland. It gave w ork to m ore people than  mining, 
m etallurgy  and all m anufacturing plants employing m ore than  20 persons, 
together. In  the  shoemaking trade alone, m ore people w ere employed 
than  in the most developed branch of industry, nam ely textile. Yet, 
while we have a considerable num ber of publications on the tex tile  
industry, there  is not a single one devoted to the shoemaking trade. The 
absence of research  in  crafts seems to resu lt from  tw o causes: the  
inadequate aw areness of their im portance in the years 1918 - 1939, and 
the d ifficulties w ith  regard  to the sources.

The years 1962 - 1971 saw the appearance of only one book and a few  
articles devoted to crafts. Territorially , research was concentrated on 
G reat-Poland,106 U pper Silesia,107 W arsaw108 and Częstochowa.109 Only one
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article  dealt w ith  the problem  on the national scale.110 Missing altogether 
w ere w orks aim ed at presenting the place of crafts in the economic system  
of the 2nd Republic, speaking of the  competitive struggle betw een 
workshops and the m ore and m ore monopolized industry , presenting the 
m ateria l situation of the  artisans, etc.

9. T he M a te r i a l  S i tu a t io n  o f  th e  W o rk in g  C la s s  a n d  o f  t h e  
I n te l l i g e n t s i a .  The achievem ents of research in th is field seem particu l
a rly  rem arkable; also the proportion betw een synthetical and fragm en t
a ry  w orks in  th is field seems to be the most satisfactory. W hat is more, 
the publications have covered a w ide range of problem s — geographically, 
chronologically and as far as the  question dealt w ith  are concerned. 
We have already  nam ed some of these publications, in paragraphs 4 and 7 
above. Among those not m entioned so far, of the  most com prehensive 
character is the book by Z. Landau and J. Tomaszewski, dealing w ith  
all aspects of the m ateria l conditions of industrial w orkers.111 Of a more 
popular character are the  w orks by M. Ciechocińska on the  w orking 
class,112 and by J. Żarnowski on the intelligentsia.113

The articles presenting the situation of the w orking class on the 
national scale, dealt among others w ith  such problem s as the proportions 
of em ploym ent and of the labour m arket,114 wages and fam ily  budgets,115 
unem ploym ent.116 Some of the  articles concentrated on a given chrono
logical period ra th e r than  on selected problem s. Thus, e.g. ,Z. Landau 
studied the situation until 1923,117 w hile M. Ciechocińska and W. Ratyń- 
ski — the years of depression.118 M any valuable studies have also appeared 
dealing w ith  the w orkers’ living conditions in  various industria l centres. 
The subject m atte r of such studies is broad and varied, th e ir value is 
uneven. As a whole, how ever, they  provide in teresting  com parative 
m aterial. Research was m ain ly  concentrated on W arsaw, Silesia and Łódź. 
Among the works on W arsaw, the most im portant are those by M. Droz
dowski119 and J. Ław nik;120 the same problem s w ere also dea lt w ith  by 
Z. Szczygielski.121 A great m any au thors w rote on Silesia and the Dąbrowa 
Basin. There, too, the sub jec t-m atter was very  m uch differen tia ted . There 
appeared w orks on the w ages of m iners, the em ploym ent in  the  coal 
industry , the labour m arket, the working tim e, labour legislation, social 
security, living conditions.122 Likewise, the problem s of tex tile  w orkers 
were also ra th e r  rich ly  represen ted .123

Besides w orks devoted to Poland’s three m ain industria l centres, the 
studies concerning other regions have also been stim ulated to g rea ter 
activity. R epresented in publications were: G reat-Poland,124 the region of 
Cracow,125 the  Baltic Coast,126 Lublin,127 Krosno,128 Białystok.129 A great 
am ount of inform ation on the situation of the working class has been

10 Acta Poloniae Historica
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included in  various studies dealing w ith political problem s and the class 
struggle. For lack of space, we are forced to desist from  enum erating 
them  here  but the existence of this immense body of lite ra tu re  m ust be 
taken  into account in all research on the situation of the industrial 
p roletariat.

10. A g r ic u l tu r e  a n d  th e  S i tu a t io n  o f  th e  C o u n try s id e . Of the 
most basic character in this field is the collective w ork which presents 
a wide range of problem s concerning the situation of the  ru ra l areas 
in the  period under consideration — the problem s of grain, anim al and 
ho rticu ltu ra l production, of the m aterial situation of farm ers, the m ethods 
of cultivation and farm  im plem ents used, etc.130 A part from  this book, 
m onographs of a m ore detailed  character w ere predom inating among 
publications devoted to agriculture. Among the most in teresting of them  
are studies in the h isto ry  of agriculture in the period of the great economic 
depression. J. Ciepielewski concentrated on the agrarian  policy of the 
G overnm ent (see paragraph  (5) above), and J. Orczyk exam ined the 
problem s of farm  production, the causes of the outbreak of the agrarian  
crisis, the  price gulf and its consequences, etc.131

Also dealing w ith  agricu ltu ral production w ere O. Baehr (flax and 
hem p)132 and J. Orczyk (cereals in G reat-Poland).133 There appeared a work 
on fo restry134 and several m inor contributions on the land reform  and the 
consolidation of split-up plots.135

The situation of the peasants has been presented in two works dealing 
w ith  the period of depression,136 in no less th an  five essays on financial 
encum brances,137 and in one study  on the diet of peasants in the  region 
of Łowicz.138 A. A jnenkiel,139 R. W apiński,140 and S. W arkoczewski141 w rote 
on the situation of the ru ra l proletariat.

11. F in a n ce . P r o p e r ty  In su ra n c e . F o re ig n  C a p ita l .  Research in 
these m atters continued to be very anim ated.142 Among the synthetical 
w orks, one should cite the  study by Z. K arpiński devoted to the evolution 
of m onetary  system s,143 those by K. Ostrowski dealing w ith  the history  of 
financial legislation and the general problem s of in ter-w ar finance,144 and 
by A. Zawadzki — on the h istory  of the financial system  of the local 
self-governm ent.145 The fiscal and m onetary  problem s of the period of 
inflation and the Grabski reform s enjoyed considerable in terest.146 
A nother period attrac ting  m uch attention of au thors was th a t of the great 
depresion;147 the basic w ork on th is subject w as w ritten  by Z. Knakiewicz.

In te rest in the  h istory  of banking has also increased. There appeared 
m onographs on the Bank Cukrownictwa (The Sugar Industry  Bank),148 
the B ank Handlowy (The Bank of Trade) in W arsaw,149 and on the credit 
co-operative m ovem ent in G reat-Poland,150 as well as a num ber of other 
w orks on credit institu tions.151
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W orks concerning ru ra l taxation and the indebtedness of the  coun try 
side have already been m entioned in paragraph 10 above, those dealing 
w ith  m ilita ry  finance — in paragraph  6.

One can notice, on the other hand, a d istinct decline of in te rest in 
problem s of property  insurance152 and, which is m ore rem arkable, in those 
of foreign capital. U ntil 1961, the question of activities of foreign capital 
in Poland rem ained in the very  focus of research in terest. A t present, 
au thors visibly abandon these problems. Z. Landau has rem ained faithfu l 
to the problem s of foreign capital. He published a m onograph on the 
stabilization p lan153 and, together w ith J. Tomaszewski, a collection of 
docum ents on the activ ity  of foreign capital in Poland.154 The docum ents 
are preceded w ith a com prehensive introduction analyzing the  role of 
foreign capital. C. M adajczyk published an in teresting  selection of docu
m ents concerning the in terest of foreign countries in the electrification 
of Poland.155 N. Davies — an article on the a ttitude of the B ritish  capital 
tow ards the problem  of Galician oil,156 and B. Sziotka — on foreign capital 
engaged in the Polish zinc industry .157 Besides, Z. Landau published 
a synthetical article on the impact of foreign capital on P oland’s 
economy,158 a review  of the  G overnm ent’s foreign loans,159 and an essay 
on the economic relations of Poland w ith  the U nited S tates in  the  years 
1918 - 1920.160 There also appeared articles: by P. Stawecki on the  French 
loan of 1936,161 by J. K rasuski on the Polish-G erm an financial se ttle 
m ents,162 by A. Grodek on the size of foreign capital engaged in Poland in 
the late '30s,163 and by R. Gawiński on the role of French capital in the 
Żyrardów  Textile W orks.164

12. D om estic  a n d  F o re ig n  T ra d e . V ery  little  has been w ritten  on 
dom estic trade. A part from  w orks on co-operative trade, only th ree 
articles have been published on th is subject.165 Considering the im portance 
of the problem , this is clearly  insufficient. The situation is equally  bad 
in regard to works concerning Poland’s foreign trade. In this field, 
research  was, for the most, concentrated on the b ilateral rela tions of 
Poland w ith  the various countries. The most im portan t w orks dealt w ith 
Polands economic relations w ith  G erm any. W riting about them  was 
B. R atyńska.166 A few contributions have been published on the economic 
relations w ith the USSR,167 and on the developm ent of exchanges w ith  
other countries.168 P ractically  speaking, however, we still know v ery  little  
on Poland’s foreign trade.

13. T r a n s p o r ta t io n  a n d  C om m unications. In th is field, a num ber 
of in teresting works have appeared. Z. Landau w rote m ost generally  on 
the reconstruction of transporta tion  after W orld W ar I.169 I. Bujniewicz 
dealt w ith problem s of building a uniform  railroad  system  in the  in te r
w ar period.170 M. M ikulski171 and A. Glass172 published contributions

10*
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concerning aviation. There also appeared a few  works on the m aritim e 
economy,173 on the m erchant fleet,174 and on the building of radiophony.175

14. T he C o -o p e ra tiv e  M ovem ent. This seems to be the m ost fully  
exam ined sphere of the Polish economy. It has its own history  w ritten  
by W. Rusiński,176 monographic books on farm  and trade co-operatives 
in Poznań and Pom erania in the years 1918 - 1939,177 on the German 
co-operative m ovem ent in Pom erania in 1920 - 1938,178 on w orkers’ 
co-operatives,179 on farm ers’ co-operatives in  the tim e of the great depres
sion,180 on producers’ co-operatives in Upper Silesia,181 on dairy co-opera- 
tives,182 as well as w ork on credit co-operatives cited in paragraph 11 above.

In addition to the  above works, there  have appeared a g rea t m any 
articles dealing w ith  various m anifestations of the co-operative m ove
m ent.183

15. H o u s in g  P ro b lem s. C om m unal Econom y. The past few  years 
have seen the publication of a large num ber of books devoted to the 
h isto ry  of the various cities and towns. These books, alm ost as a rule, 
m ention housing and communal problem s. There have also appeared a few 
w orks dealing w ith  the developm ent of housing construction and w ith 
the housing situation on the national scale,184 as well as in the  various 
cities, e.g. W arsaw,185 Łódź,186 and the cities of Silesia.187 A few  fragm entary  
contributions on the  problem s of communal economy w ere also publish
ed.188

(Translated by Antoni Szymanowski)
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Monografia [The Textile Workers of Łódź. A Monograph], Łódź 1966, 625 pp.

121 H. M a c ie je w s k i ,  Położenie robotników przemysłowych w Wielkopolsce 
w latach 1929 - 39 [The Situation of Industrial Workers in Great-Poland in the 
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