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Polish J. Chem. , 73, 893 (1999) 

IUPAC RECOMMENDATIONS ON NOMENCLATURE AND SYMBOLS 

IUBMB-IUPAC 
Joint Commission on Biochemical Nomenclature (JCBN) 

SYNOPSIS 

Nomenclature of Lignans and Neolignans 

Lignans and neolignans are a large group of natural products characterized by the coupling of two 
C~C3 units. For nomenclature purposes the C6C3 unit is treated as propylbenzene and numbered from I 
to 6 in the ring. starting from the propyl group, and with the propyl group numbered fom 7 to 9, starting 
from the benzene ring. With the second C~C3 unit the numbers are primed. When the two C6C 3 units are 
linked by a bond between positions 8 and 8', the compound is referred to and named as a lignan . In the 
absence of the C-8 to C-8' bond, and where the two C~C3 units are linked by a carbon-carbon bond, it 
is referred to and named as a neolignan . The linkage with neolignans may include C-8 or C-8'. Where 
there are no direct carbon-carbon bonds between the C~C3 units and they are linked by an ether oxygen 
atom the compound is named as an oxyneolignan . The nomenclature provides for the naming of 
additional rings and other modifications following standard organic nomenclature procedures for naming 
natural products. Provision is included to name the higher homologues. The sesquineolignans have three 
C r.C., units and dineolignans have four C1,C3 units . 

Comments by 30 June 1999 to Pmf G. P. Mou, Department o{Chemi.Hry, Queen Mary and Wes({ield 
College . Mile End Road, London EI4N5, United Kingdom TEL:+44 (171) 775 3262 FAX:+44 (181) 
9818745 Email:g.p.mo.u@qmw.ac.uk 

To obtain a copy of the provisional recommendations please write to Professor Osman Achmatowicz, 
The Polish Chemical Society, ul. Freta 16. 00-227 Warszawa. 
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INSTRUCTION TO CONTRIBUTORS (short form)"' 

1. Editorial Policy 
The Polish Journal of Chemistry publishes review articles, original papers, com

munications and book reviews. Contributions are published in English. Submission of a 
manuscript to the Journal implies that the work reported therein has not received prior 
publication and is not under consideration for publication elsewhere. All papers are sub
mitted to Referees, but Authors must accept full responsihili(v for the factual accuracy 
of their data and their views. Referees' remarks are forwarded to Authors for consider
ation. Galley proofs will be sent to Authors for correction; it is requested that Authors 
read their proofs and return them to the Editor within 48 hours of receipt. It is stressed that 
the Author alone is responsible (or the correction ofthe proofs. 

2. Preparation of Manuscripts 
The Authors should first examine a current issue of the Polish Journal of Chemistry for 

guidance with respect to format, style and presentation of the manuscript. 
Two copies of the manuscript should be submitted directly to the Editor-in-Chief in 

Warsaw (Institute of Physical Chemistry. Polish Academy of Sciences, ul. Kasprzaka 
44152, 01-224 Warszawa, Poland). Manuscripts should be typewritten (or reproduced on 
a high-quality printer) double spaced, preferably on A4 paper, on one side only. All pages 
of the manuscript should be numbered consecutively, including references and notes, fig
ure captions, and tables, which should be grouped in the sequence following the text. The 
original manuscript should include the original graphs, drawings of apparatus, and stmc
tural formulas ; these should be placed at the end, but Authors should indicate in the type
script where they are to be inserted. All figures submitted, including chemical schemes, 
must be of a high standard for direct reproduction after about 50% reduction of size. Sub
mission of contributions in a machine readable form manuscript, prepared using word 
processors and graphic software is encouraged. 

The presently preferred way of avoiding problems is as follows : Do not send a floppy 
disk for reviewing. Please, submit a printout, but the final floppy-disk form submit after 
all necessary changes are made. Floppy-disks (any format IBM PC compatible) will be 
returned to Authors. 

One e-m ail address can be added after the mailing addresses of the authors, with the 
indication to whom it concerns. 

Potential authors of Review Articles should contact the Editors before preparation of 
the manuscript. 

3. Reprints 
25 reprints arc provided free for every published submission. Additional reprints 

may be ordered, being payed by the authors. Such an order should be submitted not later 
than within the return of the galley proofs to the Editors. 

*Complete instruction appeared in the January issue and can be found on Journal·s Home 
Page http://malina.ichf.edu.pl/pjch 
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