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Maria Bogucka

T h e  L o st  W o r l d  o f  t h e  “ S a r m a t ia n s”

Custom as the Regulator of Polish Social Life in Early M odern Times

W arszaw a 1996, In stitu te  o f  H istory , P o lish  A cad em y  o f  S ciences , 200 p. + il. 

CONTENTS:
I. G enera l F ram ew o rk  o f  E x istence: G reat S pace, A g ricu ltu re  

as a W ay o f  L ife , T im e ’s P ercep tion .

II. S ocial S truc tu res and C ustom .

III. G estu re  and W ord fro m  Social P erspective .

IV. F am ily  S h ap ed  by P atria rch a lism .

V. R ites o f  P assage: B irth, M arriage , D eath .

VI. D w ellin g  and  D ress as the S igns o f  the Social S tatus.

V II. A t the T able and  in Bed.

V III. “N o b le” and  “U n d ig n if ie d ” O ccu p a tio n s . W ork in S ocia l P erspective .

IX. L eisu re  in Social and  Political P erspective.

X. B efore the C o u rt o f  Ju stice .

X I. “ S a rm a tia n ” E schato logy , “ S arm atia n ” Sensib ility .

It is the first a ttem pt (pu b lish ed  in E ng lish ) in the Po lish  h isto rio g rap h y  to see the 
cu sto m  as an im p o rtan t fac to r shap ing  social life. T h e  P o lish  state in early  m odern  
tim es w as ex trem ely  w eak  and  the P o lish  legal sys tem  ineffic ien t. In such  a situa tion  
cu sto m  w as the ruler, de lim itin g  the b o u n d a rie s b e tw een  social g ro u p s, im posing  
patte rn s o f  b eh av io u r fo r m em bers o f  d iffe ren t soc ial strata , for m ales and  fem ales, for 
yo u n g  and  old, as w ell as posting  w arn ing  signa ls aga in s t any trespassing .

T h e  b ook  is availab le  d irec tly  from  the In stitu te  o f  H istory , 0 0 -2 7 2  W arszaw a, 
R ynek  St. M iasta  29 /31 , Poland. T he p rice  18 U S $ (p o stag e  inc luded) shou ld  be sent 
th ro u g h  P B K  X III/O  W arszaw a, acco u n t no  3 7 0 0 4 4 -3 4 7 6  w ith  the  notice: 
o rd e r  fo r “T h e  L ost W orld” .
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