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MAN IN MEDIEVAL SOCIETY 
Professor Aleksander Gieyszlor’s Jubilee

On M ay 28,1996, at W arsaw  U niversity  took place a cerem ony o f renew al o f the D octorate 
in H um anities o f  P rofessor A leksander G ieysztor on the occasion  o f the 50lh anniversary  o f 
his obtain ing  a d o c to r’s title and reaching the age o f eighty. On the next day a th ree-day  (2 9 -3 1  
M ay, 1996) learned session started in his honour.

T he session entitled: M an in M edieva l Society  w as opened w ith A . G i e y s z t o r ’ s 
paper on the latest trends in w orld h istoriography researching m edieval m an seen as the m ain 
sub jec t o f  s tudy  and at the sam e tim e —  the main subject o f  history. R elations betw een the 
universal model o f m edieval man and actual living persons, analysis both o f  individual as w ell 
as group attitudes on  the anthropological and philosophico-theo log ical planes, the m ultifario
us v iew s o f m edieval th inkers on the subject on the basis o f great variety  o f sources (lives o f 
thesa in ts , b iographies, th eso -ca llcd  m irrors, unintentional reco rds)— w ere the issues touched 
on in the inaugural paper. T he session  w as focussed on six them es proposed by the organizers 
—  M aria K o c z e r s k a  and Rom an Mi c h a ł o w s k i .  T he them e B a rb a ria n  C om m unities  
and M ed ieva l S ta tes  em braced the problem  o f  the ind iv idual’s a ltitude to collectiv ity  in the 
kinship, neighbours’ and tribal com m unities o f early  M iddle A ges (K arol M o d z e l e w s k i , 
W arszaw a), the problem  o f  w o m en ’s enslavem ent as the condition  o f introducing the “c iv ili
zation o rd er”, according to the Slav traditions from early  M iddle A ges (Jacek B a n a s z k i e -  
w i c z ,  W arszaw a), the differentiation o f  social sta tus in the light o f funeral rites (Lech 
L e c i e j e w i c z ,  W roclaw ), and finally the ideological p rogram m e o f  O tto III (R om an 
M i c h a ł o w  s  k  i ,  W arszaw a). T he second them e w as M an in F ace o f  the W orld and G od, 
w here the d iscussion dealt w ith the ideological legacy o f Sain t A dalbert’s m artyrdom  and its 
sign ificance in the history o f m edieval Poland (G erard L a b u d a ,  Poznan), the position o f 
m an in m edieval re lig io u s co m m unities (Jerzy K ł o c z o w s k i ,  Lublin), the m odel o f  sanctity  
and position  o f  a sa in t in m edieval Poland (Teresa D u n i n -  W  ą  s  o w  i c z ,  W arszaw a), the 
relations betw een the C hurch and society in the light o f  Innocent I l l ’s bull (Jerzy W yr o 
z u m s k i ,  K raków ), and relations betw een the individual and com m unity in popular relig ious
ness o f  E urope at the close o f  the M iddle A ges (S tanisław  B y l i n a ,  W arszaw a). T he third 
them e w as R ea l and Idea! S ocia l R ela tions  w here the postulated m odel o f  society versus the 
European social reality  w as d iscussed  ( Henryk S a m s o n o w ic z ,  W arszaw a), social back
ground o f  Polish m edieval chapters w as presented (Józef S z y m a ń s k i ,  Lublin), as w ell as 
m an in the light o f the tria ls follow ed by the OIbin Prem onstratensians’ m onastery in W roclaw  
(M arta Mł y n a r s k a - K a l e t y n o w a , W roclaw ), financial m eans o f ord inary  people in 
m edieval Poland (Stanisław  S u c h o d o l s k i ,  W arszaw a), the environm ent o f  hum an life in 
m edieval Poland (Jan T y s z k i e w i c z ,  W arszaw a), and even the issue how  European 
explorers com m unicated  w ith A fricans in th e  15th century  (M ichał T y m o w s k i ,  W arsza
wa). T he topics o f the fourth them e The C rea tor and H is W ork in Face o f  Socie ty  included: 
the m essage o f  the sym bo lic  portrait in Polish m edieval cu lture (Przem ysław  M r o z o w s k i ,  
W arszaw a), the im age o f m an in C a llim achus’epitaph (P io tr S k u b i s z e w s k i ,  W arszaw a), 
personality  d istu rbances o f  m edieval m an exem plified by Guibert o f  N ogent (Jerzy S t r z e l 
c z y k ,  P o zn ań), social relations in the light o f  G erm an 13th c. poetry (M arian D y g o ,  
W arszaw a), and finally the position and role o f  the w riter in m edieval society (Edw ard 
P o t k o w s k i ,  W arszaw a). T he fifth them e encom passed the issue o f Ties with A ncestors
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and Contemporaries. The problem of the interpretation of Konrad I, Duke of Mazovia’s 
chalice and paten was touched on as well as theirconnections with the genealogy of medieval 
Mazovian rulers (Kazimierz Jasiński, Toruń), the issueof Kujawy medieval elite‘s (Janusz 
B i e n i a k, Warszawa), the problem of “a passport to heaven” i.e. rites that were to secure 
salvation, resulting from the religious mentality in medieval Europe (Elżbieta Dąbrow
ska-Zawadzka , Szwajcaria), the issueof man versus the heraldic world (Stefan Krzysz
tof Kuczyński, Warszawa), the creative work of Świętosław I horewicz and Leon Diakon 
(Andrzej P o p p e . Warszawa) and finally the initial history of the Gedymin dynasty (Tadeusz 
W asilewski, Warszawa). The last, sixth theme was focussed on Man in Face of History 
and,Power. Here the discussion dealt with relations between the Piast Dukes and 13th c. society 
(Stanisław Trawkowski, Warszawa), man involved in great trials — Bishop Muskata 
(Sławomir Gawlas, Warszawa), man and power in Moscow Ruthenia (Hieronim Grala, 
Warszawa), the ruler’s contact with his subjects in late-medieval Poland (Maria Koczer- 
ska, Warszawa).

All in all 30 papers were delivered; an animated discussion followed. The session 
brought together over 100 participants, it was aptly called a Seym of Polish medievalists, 
assembling the most outstanding researchers from all over Poland. It was also a tribute paid 
to the king of Polish historiography, a foremost expert on the Middle Ages, teacher of and 
inspiration to several generations of Polish historians, as well as an eminent representative of 
Polish historiography on the international scene — Professor Aleksander Gieysztor. The 
materials of the session will soon be published.

Maria Bogucka
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